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MORE people were pulled up by police under
stop and search powers in Sandwell than any-
where else in the Black Country.
Officers used the powers on 1,104 occasions across the
borough in 2017/18. Out of those, 17.5 per cent led to an ar-
rest. Elsewhere in the Black Country, Wolverhampton saw
1,030 occasions of the powers being used, Walsall 745 and

By Alex Ross

The model of the Hawthorns, made of Lego

LEGO EXPERT BUILDS UP SUPPORT FOR BAGGIESWITHMODEL
A FOOTBALL fan has pieced together a
Lego replica of The Hawthorns in a bid to
cheers up Baggies fans.
Albion look set for relegation from the

Premier League despite an upturn in form
under temporary boss Darren Moore.
Jules Richards, aged 45, started building

Lego football grounds around three years
after a few days off work.
He has now completed 90 of the 92 Eng-

lish football league stadiums – with just
Preston North End and Coventry City still
to be built.
Jules said Albion’s ground had not proved

as popular as some others he has built – in-
cluding Molineux which he has made 11
versions of.

The models, which cost on average about
£112 to make and are sold for anything up
to £200, have since raised money for chari-
ties across the UK.
Cardiff City fan Jules, who lives in Luton,

said: “It has taken me a while to get down to
doing The Hawthorns.
“That might be because the dark blue

bricks are one of the most expensive – and I
needed about 600 of them!

Inquiries
“But I was still really looking forward to

it and it was one of the easier ones to build.
“It took about eight or nine hours,

whereas some of them have taken me up
to 12.

“They’ve not had a great season so I
thought by doing this I might cheer some of
the Baggies fans up. And it has had a good
response and loads of inquiries, but no-one
has taken it off my hands just yet.”
Jules has built other stadiums, such as

Wembley, White Hart Lane, Anfield and
The Emirates.
The grounds are constructed with the

help of Google aerial shots and street views,
with customers occasionally sending in pho-
tographs of the ground they want so as to
get the detail perfected.
When he has completed all 92 Football

League grounds, Jules says he plans to turn
his attention to rugby stadiums as well as
Scottish and European football clubs.

SANDWELL IS TOP
FOR POLICE STOPS

More than 1,100 people pulled up under powers

Scooters seen in the procession during the St George’s Day Parade

Dudley 499.
Across the force the number

was 12,284 – a fall from 64,000 in
2011/12.
Ch Supt Chris Todd revealed the

figures at a meeting of West Mid-
land’s strategic policing and crime
board which took place on Tuesday.
He said: “We made a concerted ef-

fort from 2011/12 into the address-
ing the use of these intrusive powers
across the West Midlands Police.
“It was found through inspection

that around 27 per cent records did
not meet the requirements at that
time which would demonstrate un-
lawful use of those powers.”
But he said the picture has im-

proved.
A recent inspection by Her Maj-

esty’s Inspectorate of Constabu-
lary and Fire & Rescue Services
found just three out of 200 stop and
searches were ‘less than satisfac-
tory’.

West Midlands Police and Crime
Commissioner David Jamieson
said: “In the West Midlands we
have reduced the number of stop
and searches whilst also increasing
the number of arrests.
“Our intelligence-led approach

has reduced disproportionately and
meant that officers are focusing
their efforts much more effectively
than they were five years ago.
“With fewer officers, we must en-

sure they’re using the time as effec-
tively as possible.”
Mr Jamieson said the force’s ap-

proach has improved efficiency.
He added: “It is an issue that we

are constantly looking at to see if
we can improve further. Stop and
search is a useful tool, but must be
used properly.”

Patriotism riding high for parade
SANDWELL brimmed with patri-
otic pride as thousands took to the
streets for the West Bromwich St
George’s Day parade.
Around 2,000 people took part

in the event on Sunday, which cel-
ebrated its 21st anniversary. Mark
Cowles, who has organised the
event since its launch and fittingly
celebrated his 50th birthday on
Monday, St George’s Day, vowed: “
I will continue organising this an-
nual event until the day I die.
“I started it was because of the

lack of proper celebration of Eng-
land’s patron saint. Nobody seemed
to be doing anything and so myself
and some other local people got to-
gether and decided to change that.
We put up posters in shops and
pubs to advertise the event and the
first year around 150 people turned
up.
“It is a family orientated event

that helps to boost the local com-
munity. There is no political mes-
sage or motive to this. It is simply
an opportunity for people to come
along and enjoy themselves.”

HEALTH

PM in pledge to
finish hospital
THERESA May has vowed to ensure the
swift resumption of work on the Midland
Metropolitan Hospital.
On a visit to the Black Country the Prime

Minister said the Government was ‘working
quickly’ to get workers back on the Smeth-
wick site, which has been dormant since
construction giant Carillion collapsed in
January.
The 669-bed super hospital, which is

two-thirds complete, is £125 million over
budget and faces a delay of at least a year.
West Midlands Mayor Andy Street has

written to Cabinet Office Minster David
Lidington calling for government support
to get workers back on the site. Mrs May
told the Chronicle’s sister newspaper, the
Express & Star: “Andy Street is very clear
about wanting to ensure that decisions are
taken quickly.
“The Department for Health and Social

Care and David Lidington are working
quickly on this. There had already been
some delays before the problems arose
with Carillion, so we need to look at this
carefully, and we need to ensure that we
look properly at the contractual arrange-
ments that are in place. We are aware of
the concerns that people have.”

l Restart – Page 2

EDUCATION

‘Gas-like’ smell that
shut school is probed
INVESTIGATIONS are continuing into a
‘gas-like smell’ which led to a school close
their doors early. Parents of Wednesbury
Oak Academy students were called in to
pick them up several hours earlier than
usual after fears of a gas leak on Monday.
But the cause for concern is still under

investigation after an inspection carried out
by Cadent Gas Ltd, who received 400 calls
reporting a gas-like smell over Tipton, only
uncovered a trace of gas in two properties.
Despite the hundreds of calls and the

closure of the primary school experts say
the gas trace found during the inspection
‘would not have caused such a wide-
spread smell’.

l Parents – Page 18

Pride of place
for family tiesy
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the project was down to three factors, 
said Mr Lewis. He said it had spi-
ralled because of inflation, the pro-
spective reassigning to new builders 
and the fact Carillion had underbid 
for the work.

But he stopped short of criticis-
ing the failed construction firm, 
which had 80 people working at the 
site. Sixty of those have been made 
redundant since. He said: “I’m not 
going to make any personal criticism 
of individuals, clearly the collapse of 
Carillion was a tragedy for the local 

economy and responsibility for that is 
being investigated..”

Out of the remaining 20 workers 
from Carillion, 17 are now paid for by 
the receivers PwC, while three have 
transferred to The Hospital Com-
pany, which holds a stake in the con-
struction project.

From 1,000 people working on the 
site, a team of 15 security guards 
keep watch on building, which towers 
over the surrounding community. A 
tour inside reveals the extent of work 
that had been carried out.

The shell of the building is com-
plete and much of the fitting for some 
departments, including the A&E and 
maternity wards have been done.

The skeleton for six lifts is visible. 
They will take visitors to the heart of 
the fifth floor, which will be the hos-
pital reception. The first two levels 
will be the car park, three levels will 
be taken up by clinical wards, while 
the top five will be patient wards. A 
winter garden will be on the top roof. 
In total, 4,000 staff will work at the 
hospital.

A worker walks through a corridor

The girders in place give some idea of scale

The huge area of space inside the new building

Work on super hospital
could restart in June
LONG-AWAITED work to 
finish building the Midland 
Metropolitan Hospital could 
begin in June – opening to 
patients in 2020, it has been 
revealed.

Toby Lewis, chief executive of 
the Sandwell and West Birming-
ham NHS Trust, said any fur-
ther delay to the super-hospital 
in Smethwick will impact on the 
quality of care provided by the 
trust.

The hospital was targeted for 
opening next year, combining acute 
and emergency services at Sandwell 
General Hospital and City Hospital in 
Birmingham

But the collapse of Carillion 
stopped work at the site in January, 
with the projects two-thirds complete.

Work will remain at a standstill 
until a contractor is chosen by The 
Hospital Company – a stakeholder 
in the project – a move that will add 
£125m to the £350m hospital bill.

Evaluated
West Midlands Mayor Andy Street 

revealed Swedish construction firm 
Skanska had been identified as the 
preferred new contractor.

Mr Lewis said: “What we really 
need to do now is get a contractor on 
site and get rebuilding. 

“Obviously our PFI partner [The 
Hospital Company] has been seeking 
to do just that and they are moving 
toward their final proposals and those 
things need to be evaluated against 
all of the options.

“Every month of delay adds to the 
risk of quality in terms of what we are 
able to do. It is entirely possible to see 
people mobilising on the site in June. 
That sort of late-spring timetable is 
consistent with opening in 2020.”

The £125m increase in the cost of 

Thousands of
body  cameras
for police at
cost of £4m
BODY worn cameras are to be rolled out 
to 2,400 more police officers in the West 
Midlands, at a cost of almost £4 million.

An extra 110 head cameras will also be 
purchased for officers at public events.

It comes on the back of a successful 
trial when 1,617 body cameras and 263 
head cameras given to frontline response 
officers three years ago.

The move was unveiled by Assistant 
Chief Constable Kenny Bell at a meet-
ing of the force’s strategic policing and 
crime board on Tuesday.

He said the cameras had increased the 
number of people charged in relation to 
crimes by 12 per cent, and the number of 
suspects pleading guilty to offences at an 
early stage by nine per cent.

It has also resulted in a 46 per cent 
drop in complaints in Wolverhampton.

ACC Bell said: “It is now intended to 
extend the roll out of cameras to neigh-
bourhood and other operation teams 
such as force traffic and force support 
units.”

The extra cameras will cost £3.8m to 
roll out over the next five years. The 
force will also spend £1.4m on storage 
and system licences.

ACC Bell said  work was being done to 
allow data from the cameras to securely 
be transferred directly to the Crown 
Prosecution Service.

Security means only individual officers 
can access their footage along with their 
supervisors, investigators and specialist 
departments. Around 15,800 videos are 
uploaded from officer cameras every 
month, and 12,800 images. Around a 
quarter of videos and 80 per cent of im-
ages are kept for evidence.

Chief Superintendent Christopher 
Todd also said he was ensuring all of-
ficers using devices were well trained.

Villa-mad LUKE
will design kit
A FASHION label is helping to create 
Aston Villa’s next kit. Menswear brand 
LUKE 1977, run by Luke Roper, from 
Walsall, is part of the new partnership.

TWO highways officers were injured 
when a car hit their 4x4 as they helped a 
broken down motorist on the M6.

The smash came during a spate of 
crashes across the region. Officers from 
Highways England were attending to a 
broken down vehicle at around 12.50am 
on Monday, near Great Barr, when the 
accident happened.

Officers from Central Motorway Po-
lice Group tweeted an image showing 
the wreckage of the 4x4.

The bumper was ripped off with the 
rear of the 4x4 caved in by the force of 
the impact. Police tweeted: “Just shows 

how dangerous the motorways are.”
They said colleagues from Highways 

England were dealing with a broken 
down vehicle on the hard shoulder with 
all their emergency beacons on when 
their vehicle was hit. Two officers were 
said to have suffered minor injuries.

West Midlands Ambulance Service 
said a man, aged in his 20s, had to be 
cut free from one of the vehicles and 
was taken to Sandwell Hospital with rib 
pain. A second man in his 30s was also 
taken to the same hospital as a precau-
tion. 

Meanwhile earlier in the evening one 

of the main routes in and out of Wol-
verhampton was blocked by a smash. 
Stafford Road had to be cordoned off by 
police after a car become impaled on a 
metal railing.

The railing was embedded deep into 
the bonnet of the black Vauxhall car 
– narrowly missing the driver – in the 
crash at the junction of Oxley Moor 
Road.

It is believed the Vauxhall crashed 
into the central reservation, also knock-
ing over a traffic light over.

The driver, a man in his 40s, had got 
out of the car by the time crews arrived. 

Highways officers hurt in smash on M6

The scene of the collision

Villa and the LUKE 
label will join Fa-
natics, a leader in 
performance sport 
garments, to design 
the kit. The arrange-
ment will see Fanatics 
extend its relationship 
with the club, by be-
coming the official kit 
manufacturer. Luke Roper

Mr Roper’s brand will help maintain 
the ‘quality and heritage of the iconic 
kit’. Villa fan Luke said: “As part of the 
pride and a lifelong Villa supporter, it is 
a huge honour to be asked to bring my 
20 years of design experience to the cre-
ation of the new kits.”
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10 REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM
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1 Family business established over 28 years
2 Vast majority of work comes from recommendations
3 FREE home design service, we listen to you and design

to your requirements
4 Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles,

sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we
are here to help and advise what is right for you

5 We project manage from start to finish

6 We can supply only, or complete the whole project,
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering
and even decorating

7 All rubbish removed at the end of the project
8 Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi)
9 NICEIC Registered electricians

Quality products at realistic prices10

The family seen at the front, with the rest of the Pride of Tipton award winners

Pride award winners:
We stepped up to help
“IT was an intense decision – but we 
had to step up and do what we could.”

Those are the words of a selfless uncle who 
moved to the Black Country after a tragic 
double blow which saw his five nephews or-
phaned.

Gift Mpedzisi and his partner Ziyanda Mhambi 
quit their jobs and ended the lease on their home in 
Liverpool at short notice to start a new life in Tip-
ton. Their decision came after Gift’s five nephews 
were orphaned after their mother and father both 
died from cancer within five weeks of each other.

Makeda Ubiaro – Gift’s sister – died in July, with 
her husband Omena passing away at the start of 
September from the same disease.

In a heartbreaking video posted online from his 
hospital bed just days before his death, Mr Ubiaro 
said cancer was the ‘toughest thing’ he had ever 
had to face. It left his sons Khariis, Josiah, Cairo, 
Ramiyah and Macaiah facing a future without ei-
ther of their parents – and with the possibility they 
would be split up and taken into foster care.

But Gift, 33, and his 36-year-old Ziyanda partner 
decided to do whatever they could to allow the boys 
to stay together as a family unit. That involved Gift 
quitting his degree at university of Liverpool and 
transferring to a criminology and law course at the 
University of Wolverhampton.

While Ziyanda, who is now pregnant, also left a 
full-time job to move south to look after the boys.

The couple have now been honoured with this 
year’s Pride of Tipton award.

Pride of Tipton organiser Paula Beddoe said: 
“The awards went really well – it was the fifth year 
we’ve been doing it.

“We keep thinking we’ve run out of stories but 
the people of Tipton have been amazing, the whole 
community has been brilliant. We had over 30 
nominations and this year’s winner are all hugely 
deserving.”

The winners were:
* Pride of Tipton Award – Gift Mpedzisi and Ziyanda Mhambi
* Community Aid Award – ‘The Well’ (Tipton food bank/ Bill 
Newby)
* Fundraising Award – Sally Gutteridge
* Overcoming Adversity – David Wilkinson
* Special Recognition Award – Beth Williams
* Inspirational Person – Tallat Mahmood
* Inspirational Young Person – James and Jessica McTaggart
* Good Neighbour – Maggie Stromska and Evelyn Playford
* Community Champions – Tipton Striders/  Mike and Josie
Mansell, and Barbara Cotham

New headteacher appointed at academy
A NEW headteacher at a West Bro-
mwich school has said he ‘feels priv-
ileged’ to be part of its ‘continued 
journey to excellence’.

Adrian Price has taken over from 
Pank Patel as principal for George 
Salter Ormiston Academy and said he 
was ‘delighted and honoured’ at being 
appointed. For the past five years he 
has led Tenbury High in Worcester-
shire and said he hoped to bring his 
previous experiences with him to his 
new role, in order to help create a suc-
cessful and happy school.

Mr Price said: “Throughout last 

term I was fortunate enough to have 
been able to visit the academy. I spent 
time walking around the site, spend-
ing time with the fabulous staff, 
meeting with governors and getting 
to know the wonderful young people.

“My educational philosophy is re-
ally rather simple. I believe every 
child should feel safe, be happy and 
enjoy school. They should be given the 
opportunity to be the best that they 
can be and in order to do this, the 
academy must help students to de-
velop skills and obtain qualifications 
to give them better choices.

“I will also endeavour to make sure 
that George Salter Ormiston Acad-
emy continues to place an unrelenting 
focus on developing the whole child. 
The students and their welfare will 
remain at the centre of our decision 
making. I firmly believe that every 
student should be encouraged to re-
flect on wider national and global 
events.”

Mr Price said in a welcome message 
that his ‘standards are high’ and that 
he expected students to wear full uni-
form correctly, attend well, behave 
appropriately and support each other.New headteacher – Adrian Price

Award winners Ziyanda Mhambi and Gift Mpedzisi The children with parents Omena and Makeda Ubiaro

Eye in the
sky will be
focusing on
criminals
POLICE have taken to the skies to 
test out their new high definition 
drone cameras which will be used to 
fight crime in the West Midlands.

Officers from West Midlands Police 
are now using the very latest ‘eye in 
the sky’ technology to target crimi-
nals in the region.

The unmanned aerial vehicles 
(UAVs) were in action on Tuesday – 
high in the skies above Millennium 
Point, off Curzon Street, in Birming-
ham, for a demonstration.

West Midlands Police has pur-
chased three of the drones and paid 
for seven officers to be trained to op-
erate them from the ground – using 
£28,000 of cash raised from assets 
seized from convicted criminals. The 
force noted that funds from the Pro-
ceeds of Crime Act cannot be used to 
facilitate more police officers or staff.

The cameras, which cost around 
£4,000 each, have already been used 
for the Aston Expressway bomb and 
for policing local derbies such as 
Aston Villa vs Blues.

There is also a new Twitter account 
@dronesWMP . Police have said the 
drones will help to scan large areas 
in a short space of time. Their main 
use will be to film crime scenes, pro-
vide live feeds from major incidents, 
football games and protests. They 
will also use the miniature aircraft to 
hunt criminals hiding in large, hard to 
reach areas like parkland, and canals.

Singer spreads
bullies message
SCHOOL pupils in the region were 
visited by a singer spreading an im-
portant message about anti-bullying.

Students at Ormiston Sandwell 
Community Academy in Oldbury and 
George Salter Academy in West Bro-
mwich were treated to a performance 
from 21-year-old singer Asher Knight. 

Asher, from Bradford, is touring 
schools across the country as part of 
an anti-bullying campaign in part-
nership with children’s charity Bar-
nardos.  The singer also discussed his 
own experiences of bullying. 

Jemima Waltho, from the Ormis-
ton Academies Trust which runs both 
schools, said: “It is incredibly moving 
what he has to say on the subject and 
his recent performances were fantas-
tic.”

Drama at manor
SHAKESPEARE’S A Winter’s Tale 
is being performed live at the Manor 
House Museum in West Bromwich on 
May 28. For tickets, from £11-£14, 
call 0121 588 2985.

Chance to star in
Christmas show

MP Tom’s visit to
see new pitches

AN amateur operatic society has is-
sued a casting call for a youngster to 
star in their performances of White 
Christmas. Cradley Heath Amateur 
Operatic Society (CHAOS) will be 
performing the feel-good musical in 
November at Stourbridge Town Hall.

The team are searching for men and 
tap dancers and mainly a young girl to 
play the part of Susan Waverley. The 
youngster must be around nine or 10, 
who can sing and dance.

Anyone interested is asked to call 
07801 381298 or email chaos@chaos-
operatics.co.uk.

Uni fashioning a 
way to raise funds

Man, aged 50, denies
murdering partner

A GROUP of students is set to host a 
fashion show to raise funds for mental 
health charity Mind.

The media and fashion students 
from Birmingham City University will 
hold the event on Saturday, May 19.

Fashion students are making 
unique garments to express the vari-
ety of mental health issues that one in 
four people suffer with.

The event takes place in the uni’s 
TV studios, with the catwalk start-
ing at 2pm. For tickets, visit www.
eventbrite.co.uk/e/helping-hands-
fashion-show-tickets-45132039144.

A MAN has denied murdering his 
partner in Netherton. Claire Harris 
died after being found with serious 
injuries at a house in Cinder Bank on 
January 24. Medics battled to save her 
before she died at the scene.

Rickardo Wilson, aged 50, from 
Cinder Bank pleaded not guilty to her 
murder when he appeared at Wolver-
hampton Crown Court. He is sched-
uled to stand trial at Stafford Crown 
Court on July 2. 

MP Tom Watson is visiting a Sandwell 
school tomorrow, Friday, to see their 
new all-weather football pitches.

The Labour MP for West Bromwich 
East will tour George Salter Acade-
my’s two new third generation (3G) 
artificial grass pitches – which were 
officially opened in November 2017. 

The project was made possible 
thanks to a grant from the Premier 
League and the FA Facilities Fund, 
which is delivered by the Football 
Foundation. The grant helped the 
school replace their two existing 
sand-dressed pitches, which were in 
poor condition due to age, with new 
all-weather playing surfaces.
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SCORES of new council 
homes will be built on brown-
field land in Tipton, with 
council chiefs due to give the 
scheme the green light last 
night, Wednesday.

Proposals for 63 new affordable 
homes off Strathmore Road have 
been recommended for approval 
by local authority planners.

Bosses have said building properties 
on the site will ‘contribute substan-
tially to the wider regeneration of the 
area’.

The scheme will see 46 two-bed 
homes, 11 three beds and six four beds 
built. It is due to be approved by the 
authority’s planning committee and 
will then be sent to full council for final 
sign-off.

Princes End ward councillor Bill 
Cherrington said the council homes 
were ‘badly needed’ and would bring a 
derelict site back into good use.

Rubbish
Councillor Cherrington said: “Build-

ing 63 homes there will be great news 
for the local area, especially as we al-
ways need more social housing.

“It is a badly needed development 
and council homes are always in short 
supply.

“At the moment that site is being 
used as a dumping ground – even 
though it is fenced off rubbish is being 
thrown over the fence.

“These plans will get that site back 
into good use. Any homes we can get 
built at great news and its good to get 
more social housing built.”

The council-owned site is bordered 
by Strathmore Road, Kingsbury Road, 
Sandgate Road, Ridgeway Road and 
Henn Street

It is described as ‘currently cleared 
and vacant’.

Dozens of council homes
are set for green light

Driver admits charge on dead body
A MAN who drove to a police station 
with a dead body in his car has admit-
ted killing the victim.

Sukhwinder Singh pleaded guilty 
to manslaughter on the grounds of 
diminished responsibility when he 
appeared at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court.

The 41-year-old denied murdering 
Harish Kumar and his pleas were 
accepted by the prosecution who 

reached their decision after studying 
a series of psychiatric reports.

These concentrated on his state of 
mind both now and at the time of the 
death of Mr Kumar. They came to the 
conclusion that he was fit to plead but 
had been mentally disturbed when he 
fatally stabbed the 38-year-old victim 
in the chest.

Singh arrived at West Bromwich 
police station at the wheel of a BMW 

with the body of the dead man in the 
front passenger seat at 10.20am on 
August 10 last year. He parked the 
vehicle outside the Moor Street build-
ing before going to report the content 
of his car to startled staff at the front 
desk. Initially it was thought Mr 
Kumar had died ‘some time’ before 
being driven to the police station but 
it was later revealed he had probably 
been killed inside the vehicle. 

Singh from Macdonald Close, Tiv-
idale was remanded in custody until 
June 29 when full details of the case 
are expected to be outlined to the 
court before sentence is passed. He 
is currently detained in the Raeside 
Clinic in Rubery which provides as-
sessment, treatment and rehabili-
tation to people with severe mental 
health problems who have committed 
or are charged with a criminal offence.

By David Cosgrove

Chipping in with top shop accolade

Outside the chip shop voted Sandwell’s best are Manny Dhariwal, Dal Dhariwal, Jal Dhariwal and Jow Dhairwal
A BLACK COUNTRY chippie has been named top of the 
shops in Sandwell.

The Port Chip Shop, in Dudley Port, was taken over 
by the Dhariwal family nearly three years ago, after they 
had run the shop next door for 20 years.

The family-run business is famous now for the queues 
outside the door due to high demand – and has been 
named the borough’s best in an Express & Star com-
petition. Chippies were rated by the number of tokens 
handed in by Express & Star readers, while there was 
also a mystery shopper element which saw the takea-
ways taste tested.

Locals know the three brothers who own the chippie 
– as Joga, Jal and Dal ran the shop next door for more 
than 20 years. The Port is fondly remembered as the 
Guest Chip Shop, originally a family-run business for 
many years, award-winning in its time.

The brothers opened the business on July 8, 2015, 
having totally refurbished the shop. They have custom-
ers travelling from as far afield as Smethwick and Wil-
lenhall. 

The runner-up in Sandwell was the Black Country 
Chippy, in Great Bridge Road, Tipton, while Junction 
1 Chippy, in High Street, West Bromwich, came third.

Community
centre plan
sparks      fears
on parking
A PLAN to build a community centre 
in the Black Country looks to have hit 
the rocks amid fears over car parking. 

Leaders from the Gurdwara Guru 
in Tividale had applied for planning 
permission for the new centre to be 
built on the car park of its temple in 
Upper Chapel Street. 

But ahead of a decision being made, 
planning officers have recommended 
the scheme be refused over concerns 
of insufficient car parking. 

A petition with scores of signatures 
was submitted to the council against 
the plans. Sandwell Council officers 
cited parking concerns from the cen-
tre being built which could be ‘to the 
detriment’ of other road users.

A council report says: “Following a 
number of car parking surveys being 
undertaken and in consideration of 
evidence provided by residents, the 
head of highways has now formally 
objected to the proposal.”

The report continued: “It is con-
sidered that the existing car park is 
wholly required for the existing use by 
the temple and any loss and increased 
demand would inevitably lead to in-
creased parking on adjacent streets..

“The proposal would result in re-
moval of an aspect of the car park 
which would result in insufficient car 
parking being provided for the exist-
ing temple and the proposed centre.

“This would be to the detriment of 
the users of the highway and refusal 
is therefore recommended.”

The council received seven objec-
tions to the proposals – one of which 
was the petition with 62 signatures. 
Opponents raised fears about parking, 
noise pollution, light pollution and po-
tential for anti-social behaviour.

Trees are used to
prevent flooding
A NEW community flood defence 
scheme has been launched in a village 
with a ceremonial tree planting.

Led by the Wolverley Flood Forum, 
local volunteers will plant thousands 
of trees over the course of the year 
together with the support of the Na-
tional Flood Forum and 10:10 Climate 
Action in the village near Kiddermin-
ster. 

Trees offer an effective natural way 
of slowing the flow of potentially dev-
astating water. Over the last decade 
the community in Wolverley has been 
flooded on four occasions. The project 
is funded by Postcode Local Trust.

Ellie Roberts, of 10:10 Climate Ac-
tion said: “With climate change set 
to make flooding more common, the 
people of Wolverley are taking a lead 
to better protect themselves.”

Students’ pasta
par excellence

Overseas artists to
join top exhibition

ITALIAN dishes will be on the menu 
at a themed evening organised by ca-
tering students at a Black Country 
college.

Students studying for diplomas in 
professional cookery and food and bev-
erage service at Wolverhampton Col-
lege will be cooking up three-course 
meals, inspired by Italy, next month. 

The Italian evening taking place 
on May 24. There will be an Asian 
evening menu before that on May 3. 
The themed meals cost £13.95 per 
head and tables are available from 
6.30pm with last orders at 6.45pm.

For reservations call the restaurant 
on 01902 821431. 

Defibrillator is
put in at school

£2.4m plan to boost
primary in village

A DEFIBRILLATOR has been in-
stalled at a Black Country primary 
school. The cardiac charity SADS UK 
has assisted Pinfold Street Primary 
School, Wednesbury, in order to place 
an automated external defibrillator 
on their premises.

Supporting the cardiac charity 
SADS UK’s Big Shock campaign, the 
school was keen to place a defibrillator 
on their premises as they understand 
how important it is to provide early 
defibrillation in cardiac arrest. 

A PRIMARY school near Lichfield will 
be expanded to offer more places to 
local children.

St Stephen’s Primary School in 
Fradley will increase in size to allow 
it to cope with an increase in demand 
for places. 

The school will be expanded by 105 
places at a cost of £2.4 million, which 
will see the addition of new classrooms 
and another playing field.

AN historic home will host an inter-
national painting show. 

The International Watercolour 
Masters Exhibition will see 17 artists 
from across the globe featured from 
April 28 to May 31 in the Granary 
Gallery at Weston Park on the Staf-
fordshire/Shropshire border.

Organised by Shropshire-based art-
ist David Poxon, an elected member 
of the prestigious Royal Institute of 
Painters in Watercolours, the show 
will be aired on the Society for All 
Artists painting and drawing channel 
SAA TV and feature elite painters in-
cluding Janine Gallizia, of Australia, 
and Dean Mitchell, of the US.
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G.D. MEMORIALS

Prices Includes:
● Choice of Designs
● All Gold Letters
● 2 Flower Containers
● Fully Fitted
● Black (All Polished)

£799 for 2’ 6” 3”
Ogee Shape Design

We Offer a
Variety of
Head Stones
& Kerb Sets

FACTORY SHOWROOM
Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge, Walsall, WS5 4AN

07807 371820 01922 646222
www.gdmemorials.com | info@gdmemorials.com

Celebrating
25 years of service

FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery

Concept

BLINDS

Also available
• Romans • Pleated
• Conservatory Roof Blinds
• Wood Venetians
• Venetian Blinds
• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows

FREEPHONE
0800 5875279
Open Seven Days a Week
0121 429 3169

UP TO

50% OFF
ALL BLINDS

FREE
Fitting on
all blinds

Vertical & Roller Blinds
New season fabrics now available

Child Safety
Features Fitted
Free of Charge

5 YEAR GUARANTEE

Great price!

Great quality.

Great service.

Email: affordablewdc@hotmail.com
www.wolverhamptonwindows.co.uk

• Windows • Composite Doors • Conservatories • Porches • Repairs
For your FREE

quotation, call us now

07710
434223
We also fit in: Dudley, Tipton,

Sedgley, Wombourne,
Wolverhampton, Oldbury,

Kinsgwinford, Walsall, West
Bromwich, Wednesbury

10 year insurance backed guarantee
Energy efficient
Trusted service
Reasons to choose Affordable
Free quotation
FENSA registered

s

£749
ANY ONE
OF THESE
DOORS

SUPPLIED
AND FITTED

£ 9
INCLUDING HARDWARE

GET ready for singing, dancing 
and lots of glitter, courtesy of ac-
tors from a West Bromwich ama-
teur dramatics troupe.

International hit show, Priscilla 
Queen of the Desert, is on the way 
to Wolverhampton Grand Thea-
tre. The play will be performed in 
the city from Tuesday, April 24 to 
Saturday, April 28.

Based on the Oscar-winning 
film of the same name, Priscilla 
tells the heart-warming and up-
lifting adventure of Tick, Berna-
dette and Adam. 

The glamorous Sydney-based, 
performing trio hop aboard a bat-
tered old bus searching for love 
and friendship in the middle of 
the Australian Outback.

The show, featuring songs such 
as Go West and I Will Survive, is 
being performed by West Brom-
wich Operatic Society, who have 
been putting on performances for 
more than 25 years. 

Tickets are available from www.
grandtheatre.co.uk or the venue’s 
box office. Ticket prices start at 
£16.50, excluding booking fee. 

Tye Harris, of Dudley, John Wetherall, of Great Barr, and Zac Hollinshead, of Pattingham, at the Grand

Trio ready for a Grand entrance

Burglar who attacked 
have-a-go hero jailed
AN armed raider, who attacked a 
have-a-go-hero with a hammer af-
ter being caught red handed bur-
gling the victim’s home, has started 
a 13-year jail sentence.

Gordon Whitehouse and two others 
smashed their way into the West Brom-
wich address waking 40-year-old Tina 
Woodward, a disabled woman whose bed-
room was on the ground floor, Wolver-
hampton Crown Court was told.

She bravely tried to stop them from getting 
further into the property but was kicked to the 
ground and stamped on the face, said Mr How-
ard Searle, prosecution.

The commotion woke her brother Karl, aged 
50, who came downstairs to investigate and 
was confronted by the hooded, hammer wield-
ing figure of 52-year-old Whitehouse.

A struggle developed between the two men 
as police were alerted and courageous Mr 
Woodward shrugged off several blows from the 
hammer to hang onto the culprit until officers 
reached the scene. Meanwhile the rest of the 
three strong gang fled empty handed.

Mr Woodward was left bleeding heavily from 
wounds to his head and face but fortunately 
did not suffer any fractures while his sister re-
ceived severe bruising.

Whitehouse had 35 previous convictions 
involving 88 separate offences and was on li-
cence after being freed early from a nine year 
sentence imposed for a burglary during which 
he wore a crash helmet and was armed with 
an imitation firearm. The victim of that crime 
subsequently suffered a cardiac arrest and died 
but no direct link was established between the 
two incidents, the court heard.

Whitehouse from Monmouth Drive, West 
Bromwich pleaded guilty to aggravated bur-
glary and was jailed for 13 years with three 
years more monitoring than normal on release 
because he was ruled to pose a significant dan-
ger of causing serious harm to the public.

The judge praised the courage displayed by 
both Mr and Miss Woodward and ordered both 
should receive £250 from public funds, to be 
presented by the High Sheriff. 

Baggies legends line up for Richard
FORMER Albion stars have signed 
up for a charity match in memory of a 
much-loved club mascot.

And people have been invited to 
enjoy a feast of football to celebrate 
the life of Richard Eades, who died 
in December aged just 42 after com-
pleting nearly 30 years’ service at 
the club. He worked in various roles 
including as a member of the ground 
staff and then coaching staff. 

But he is most fondly remembered 
for his role as mascot ‘Albi’ – donning 
the costume since 2007. The fundrais-
ing day in his honour will take place 

at The Grove, home of Halesowen 
Town, on Sunday, between 11am and 
7.30pm. Football, face-painting and 
a fun fair head up the schedule, with 
all proceeds raised going to Richard’s 
two young children, Lily-Mae, eight, 
and Archie, three.

The day kicks off with a nine-a-side 
tournament before mascots from all 
over the country congregate for a spe-
cial ‘It’s a Knockout’ style match.

The showpiece event sees Boing FC, 
a club Richard was involved with for 
more 10 years both as player and man-
ager, take on an Albion Legends XI at 

around 4.30pm. Peter Odemwingie, 
Richard Sneekes, Sean Gregan and 
Geoff Horsfield are all among the for-
mer Baggies set to feature.

Richard’s great friend and fellow 
mascot fun-maker Dave Challoner 
– also known as Baggie Bird – has 
played a major role in organising the 
day. He said: “I wanted to organise 
something which would bring to-
gether everyone who knew Eadesy 
to celebrate his life.” To buy tickets, 
which cost £5, visit www.tickettailor.
com/events/richardeadesmemorial-
fundraiser/148087#Richard Eades with Dave Challoner

One   in   three
living      below
poverty    line
across       region
MORE than one in three youngsters 
across the Black Country are living 
below the poverty line, according to 
new figures.

A total of 94,212 children in the 
region’s four boroughs are classed 
as living in poverty – around 34 per 
cent – prompting calls for ministers to 
urgently review cuts to child welfare.

The figures show that in Sandwell 
36.5 per cent of youngsters were 
below the breadline, while in Walsall 
it was 36.21 per cent and 35.37 per 
cent of Wolverhampton children live 
in struggling households.

In Dudley the figure was 28.63 per 
cent.

Across parts of Staffordshire 
around one in eight children live 
below the poverty line. 

The figures were sourced by the 
Liberal Democrats using Government 
data on family tax credits, benefits 
and incomes.

Nick Machnik-Foster, a campaigner 
for the party in Wolverhampton, said 
it was concerning that so many fami-
lies were living below the breadline.

“I fear these youngsters will end 
up stuck in the poverty trap for life 
if urgent action is not taken,” he said, 
adding that he wanted to see a child 
poverty action plan put in place to 
tackle the issue.

Labour MP Margaret Greenwood, 
the shadow work and pensions secre-
tary, said: “No child should be forced 
to grow up in poverty.”

The Government says that the 
number of children living in ‘absolute 
poverty’ – which measures what peo-
ple are living on in relation to a fixed 
median income – has fallen.

“We know there is more to do to 
ensure that every child gets the best 
chances in life,” Minister for family 
support, housing and child mainte-
nance, Kit Malthouse said.

University halls
wins top award
A NEWLY-BUILT halls of residence 
as at West Midlands university has 
been crowned Building Project of the 
Year at an awards ceremony.

Newman University’s Sturge Build-
ing, which opened in November, was 
acknowledged as the region’s most 
innovative construction project at the 
Celebrating Construction Awards.

Other finalists included the Na-
tional College for High speed Rail and 
the Holiday Inn Express, Birming-
ham. More than 500 industry leaders 
attended the event, which took play at 
the ICC in Birmingham.

Paul Dean, director of estates and 
campus services said: “What an hon-
our for our project not only to be 
shortlisted in this category but to win 
the Project of the Year award 2018.”

Get-togethers knit 
to be sniffed at

School gets
defibrillator

CRAFTS group Natty Knitters is 
looking for new members.

The club meets at Haden Hill House 
in Cradley Heath every fortnight on 
Wednesday from 10.30am to 12.30pm 
and members can bring their knitting, 
or any other crafts, along to enjoy a 
cup of tea and a chat with like-minded 
people.

Resident knitter Jan is always on 
hand to help anyone if they need it. 
Anyone is welcome, whether an expert 
or beginner. Just drop in for £2. The 
next sessions are on May 9, May 23, 
June 6, July 4 and July 18.

Deadline on offer
over SummerFest

Chance to taste food 
from around the world

PEOPLE planning to attend Sum-
merFest at Himley Hall have just over 
a week to take advantage of early-bird 
ticket prices. Organised by Mary Ste-
vens Hospice, the event will include 
a music festival, classic car show and 
food festival on Sunday, July 15.

Headlining the main stage on the 
day will be X Factor winner Matt 
Terry. The early-bird offer, sees tick-
ets for just £15 for supporters aged 
14 and over, with youngsters under 
13 free. It ends on May 7. Call 01384 
377778 or visit marysteven shospice.
co.uk/event/summerfest-2018.

DISHES from around the world will 
be served when a new pop-up restau-
rant opens its doors. Aspiring cooks 
at Walsall community project Mend-It 
special cooking sessions, are now in-
viting paying customers to dinner. 

The project is running three tempo-
rary restaurant nights at Green Lane 
Baptist Church. All meals are priced at 
£ 6.00. Visit www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/
mend-it-pop-up-restaurant-tickets-
44308687477?aff=es2

A DEFIBRILLATOR has been in-
stalled at a primary school in the 
Black Country. 

The cardiac charity SADS UK 
has assisted Pinfold Street Primary 
School, Wednesbury, in order to place 
an automated external defibrillator on 
their premises.

Supporting the national cardiac 
charity SADS UK’s Big Shock cam-
paign, the school in Pinfold Street was 
keen to place the potentially life-sav-
ing equipment on their premises as 
they understand how important it is 
to provide early defibrillation when 
a person suffers a cardiac arrest, 
improving their chances of survival. 
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• Old Buildings Removed • Asbestos Disposal • Base Laying Service • Free Quotations • Made to Measure • Lined and Insulated Options • Quality at Competitive Prices • Huge Range

S H E D S • G A R A G E S • G A R D E N R O O M S • L O G C A B I N S
BETTA QUALITY BUILDINGS

0121 553 4682

from £1971

The Dalbury
Garden Room

Free Laminate Flooring & External Paint
Prices start from

£2600

Delivered & Fitted Delivered & Fitted Delivered & Fitted

from £274 from £599 from £1657

INMY VIEW
with Mark Andrews

Plans for
Royal not
what doc
ordered
THE £25 million scheme to redevelop
Wolverhampton’s Royal Hospital has re-
ceived a lukewarm reception from His-
toric England, the quango set up to safe-
guard our architectural heritage.

The plans would see the Grade II listed
building turned into 53 flats, but the main
bone of contention is the proposal to
knock down the former nurses’ quarters,
dating back to 1910.

Personally, I find the idea of turning this
majestic building into a block of flats a bit
underwhelming. With a little imagination,
could it have become a leisure quarter,
packed with stylish restaurants, bars and
specialist boutiques?

On the other hand, the hospital has
been empty for 20 years, and it would be
a tragedy if it were to fall into further de-
cline. Perhaps we should be pragmatic.
Maybe the nurses’ home could be moved
to the Black Country Museum.

Historic England’s concerns emerged
the same week as the same group
launched a debate on whether or not we
should demolish Nelson’s Column, even
producing an excruciating graphic of the
monument being smashed by a wrecking
ball. So while Historic England is worried
about a disused nurses’ home it thinks
there is a valid argument for knocking
down one of Britain’s most recognisable
landmarks. Good to know it’s got its fin-
ger on the pulse.

r r r
WHILE politicians bicker like kids about

the Windrush scandal, I fear the real point
is getting lost.

The landing cards which would have
provided the necessary evidence to pre-
vent the debacle had been stored in a
basement for decades. But then, in 2009,
the UK Border Agency approved a “busi-
ness case” to dispose of paper records.
Says it all, doesn’t It? Whenever a White-
hall pen-pusher starts talking about the
“business case”, alarms bells should ring.
Bureaucrats just love playing the corpo-
rate executive don’t they? One wonders
how many of them would survive in the
cut-and-thrust of the real business world.

No doubt the people who destroyed
these vital files thought they were being
frightfully modern, getting rid of all those
musty old papers and placing their trust
in shiny new computers. Buzzwords like
“paperless office”, “digital” and “stream-
lined” probably also figured.

And how are the authorities, always so
impotent at preventing illegal immigration
and deporting foreign criminals, so red-
hot efficient at cracking down on peace-
ful middle-aged folk without the right
papers?

May could cause
problem for PM

TALKING POINT

Don’t let
children
wander on
their own
I STILL remember the horrifying footage
of the two boys leading away toddler
Jamie Bulger in 1993. Maybe parents
these days are too young to remember, or
memories fade, a bit like the rubber neck-
ers who drive past a motorway crash and
swear that they will never speed again.
That pledge normally lasts for only the
next few miles then, back to normal, foot
on the pedal

For those who don’t remember, Jamie’s
mum took her eyes off the two year-old
for just a second when she was in a shop
and two boys led him away. His body was
found on a railway line. Two young boys
were put behind bars. Lives shattered.

When I brought up my children and
was out with them I always held on tight-
ly to them, reins were popular and were
the perfect solution when you had to take
your eyes off them, even for just a minute.
That does not seem to be the case these
days. When I walked through the Mander
Centre the other day I was horrified to see
children walking paces behind their par-
ents while the adults chatted with friends,
seemingly oblivious to where their toddler
was.

Anybody could have led them away. I
nearly stopped to ask one little boy if he
was lost, did he know where his mum or
dad was, etc, but then he cornered into a
shop where I presume his carer was. And
these days you have to be so careful ap-
proaching young children in case people
take it the wrong way. I am sure you know
what I mean.

That was not an isolated occasion.
Many times I have seen toddlers trailing
along. Why is their hand not being held?
A few moments of thoughtlessness could
bring a lifetime of misery. Hold on to your
children!

I was moaning about it to a colleague
when she told me a similar incident of
poor parenting. She had seen a man
cycling with two small children on bikes
following him. He went straight across a
busy road, seemingly oblivious to the fact
that the children would follow and may-
be, by then, cars could be coming and it
would not be safe to cross.

How would he have felt if one – or both
– of them had been hit by a car? Surely
the children should have been in front-
where he could keep an eye on them.

I think it is great that children be in-
volved in shopping trips, sports, etc, but
remember they are only young and they
have not got the experience to deal with
some situations.

Children are precious – keep them
close and keep them safe!

SUE ATTWATER

THE Tories are already bracing themselves for
some catastrophic results at the local elections.
But, conversely, this poll could well provide the
beleaguered Jeremy Corbyn with his biggest
personal boost since he became leader of the
Labour Party. Equally, dire results could lead to
further mumbling among Tory MPs about the
quality of Theresa May’s leadership. But, be
warned: Local authority polls rarely reflect with
any accuracy at all the prevailing national mood
of politics, whatever the victorious candidates
may tell you after the event.These elections are
invariably used by supporters of the prevailing
Government to deliver a ‘buck-up-your-ideas’
kick in the pants, painful enough to give minis-
ters a warning that they’d better do better - or
else - without actually toppling them. So, before
the first week of May is out, we are likely to see
considerable tracts of the land on the political
map changed from blue to red, as Labour seem
likely to gain seat after seat, largely at the ex-
pense of the Tories.

ALTOGETHER a grim prospect for Mrs May.
The outcome could have a bearing on her polit-
ical future. And what of the Liberal Democrats?
The party came close to being wiped off the
face of Westminster in the past two years, but
the gruff leader, Sir Vince Cable, sees sunlit up-
lands ahead. They will probably pick up a few
seats here and there, but as for the massive re-
vival he hopes for? Forget it.

ON our recent trip to Chester we came across
some old houses in Abbey Street which had
been restored, according to the plaque, ‘with

the help of a substantial legacy from Mrs Norah
Batty’. Not the same one, apparently.

A REPORT recently claimed that even moder-
ate drinking can shorten your life. But don’t you
just know that any day now there will be another
report claiming that moderate drinking is good
for you? Father Ted’s famous words on religion
- “That’s the great thing about Catholicism – it’s
very vague and no-one knows what it’s really all
about” – apply just as well to medicine.

THAT great historian of our age, Philomena
Cunk, made a good point in her series on the
history of the United Britain of Great Kingdom
(BBC2) concerning the development of com-
puters. How very odd it is that the inventor of
the first programmable computer or “difference
engine,” Charles Babbage (1791-1871) creat-
ed the prototype of a device which, thanks to
predictive texting 200 years later, would always
spell his name as Cabbage.

YOU might think some things have been de-
veloped to the point where no further refinement
is required. Not so. A reader describes a line of
seemingly identical wheelbarrows at a garden
centre. One was £20 cheaper than the others.
“It’s last year’s model,” explained the salesman.

GREAT news for motorists. As a result of a
crackdown on bogus whiplash-injury claims, we
are told “car-insurance premiums have fallen for
the first time since 2014.” This looks like one of
those things that only affect other people. My
premium for this year fell upwards, as always.

ANOTHER report reveals we are driving more
old vehicles than ever. The number of cars over
13 years old has almost tripled in 20 years. The
experts cite changes in car taxation and un-
certainty about the future of diesel, but there
is another crucial factor: rust. Since the early
2000s most cars have been rustproofed as nev-
er before. That’s why you see so many 04 and
05-registered cars in great condition. By making
cars last longer, car makers have undermined
their own future.

CONSPIRACY-theory corner. If politicians
feared that long-lasting cars might bankrupt the
motor industry, how could they suddenly scrap
lots of old cars to kick-start sales? They could
tighten the MoT test. They could ignore millions
of potholes. It’s happening, folks.

I CELEBRATE St George’s Day in my usual
manner by not wearing a silly costume, not sing-
ing patriotic songs, not watching street dancers
and not flying a flag. Why not? Because I’m
English and those are things that foreigners do.

THE compressed-air machine at my local
garage which used to charge 50p to pump up
your tyres has been replaced by a new machine
charging £1. Inflation, presumably.

Jeremy Corbyn – local elections could
provide him with a personal boost

Theresa May – could the outcome have a
bearing on her political future?

Norah Batty – but not the same as the one
who made a substantial legacy

Tories braced but local polls rarely reflect national mood

THE BEST OF
PETER RHODES
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WINDOW WAREHOUSE (Sandwell) LTD
FOR MAY INSTALLATIONS

ALL INSTALLATIONS PROJECT MANAGED FROM START TO FINIS

Tel: 0121 544 2222

( )
LARGE DISCOUNTS THIS SPRING

97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP
www.window-warehouse.com email: windowwarehouses@btconnect.com
Visit our showroom: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm Sat 9am-1pm

Wonderful Windows Desirable Doors Classy Conservatories

Windows
Composite Doors
Porches
Patio Doors
Conservatories
Window &
Door Repairs
Fascias /
Guttering
Building Work
Misted-up Units

•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
• M

Established over 20 years

SH

CLIENTPEACEOF MIND

MY WORLD ESTATES
SALE / LETTING / COMMERCIAL

Are you an
Investor or 1st
Time Buyer?

Look at what we have for you!!
Call now to avoid
disappointment

Mortgage advice available

THE LETTING AGENT Hope you will enjoy your stay0121 285 1986

Street City Post Code Type Beds Living R
Sale Price

From
Annual Rent

Curzon Street Wolverhampton WV2 3DJ Terrace 2 2 £90,000.00 £6,000.00

Darlaston Road Walsall WS2 9SD Terrace 2 2 £95,000.00 £5,940.00

Old Heath Road Wolverhampton WV1 2SL Semi 3 1 SOLD £6,000.00

Cash Joynson
Avenue

Darlaston WS10 8PF Semi 3 1 SOLD £6,300.00

Colaton Close Wolverhampton WV10 9BB Semi 2 1 SOLD £5,700.00

Grace Road Tipton DY4 0PQ Semi 3 2 SOLD £6,600.00

Stafford Road Wolverhampton WV10 6DS Semi 3 2 SOLD £7,800.00

Broadway Plaza Birmingham B3 Apartment 1 1 £140,000.00 £7,800.00

Carter Road Wolverhampton WV6 0PF Terrace 2 2 £95,000.00 £4,800.00

Queens Head
Road

Handsworth B21 0QG Terrace 2 1 £110,000.00 £6,600.00

Campwell Street
Brockmoor

Brierley
DY5 3YD Terrace 2 2 £90,000.00 £6,300.00

Cadle Road,
Low Hil

Wolverhampton WV10 9SL Semi 3 1 £85,000.00 £6,000.00

Auckland Road Smethwick B67 7AT Semi 3 2 £150,000.00 £7,800.00

Butchers Lane Halesowen B63 2RU Semi 2 2 £100,000.00 £6,000.00

Harborne Park
Road

Harborne B17 0BL Semi 10 2 £650,000.00 £24,000.00

HOW lovely to read the sto-
ry of Saudi Bill and Scarlett. 
It was so wonderful to final-
ly see faces behind the Val-
entines message that I look 
out for every year. I must 
have first read the message 
when I was engaged as me 
and my husband celebrate 
35 years of marriage our-
selves this year.

I always look for Saudi 
Bill’s message to his Scar-
lett and every year it makes 
me smile and feel happy to 
know that love can last. So 
I would just like to wish 
Bill and Sheila a very happy 
60th anniversary and wish 
them every happiness.

KATHY PURCELL
Tipton

WHY do we need the Mayor of the West Midlands and 
the Lord Mayor of Birmingham both to attend the Gold 
Coast in Australia for the handover of the Commonwealth 
Games? 

It seems strange that one entourage isn’t enough when 
it comes to junketing on the hard-pressed taxpayers of Bir-
mingham.

We can’t get our bins emptied or our streets policed, but 
we can afford to double up on representation of who’s tak-
ing over the game’s flame. 

I can feel an Freedom of Information request coming on 
to establish just how much money these junkets have cost 
us.

MR S T VAUGHAN
Yardley Wood

I RECKON that Macbeth was bang on 
the button when he said, about life: “It 
is a tale told by an idiot, full of sound 
and fury, signifying nothing.”

This generally sums up the missile 
strike in Syria. Whether I’m gassed 
and choke to death or end up as a pin 
cushion as a result of a barrel bomb, 
I’m just as dead. However, there are 
times when although the retaliatory 
action is pointless, it nevertheless has 
to be carried through to signal intent.

May had to carry this one through. 
She could never have avoided con-

demnation if the impression had been 
given that it was vile to attempt mur-
der using a chemical agent on our 
streets but okay to target a population 
in Syria.

More importantly is the attitude 
of that wannabe PM, Jezza. In every 
crisis of this nature, his response is al-
ways the same. He is the voice of wise 
council. The sage who has seen it all, 
knows it all and has the answer. As 
ever, he says this should always be re-
ferred to the UN and we should wait 
for a UN agreement in spite of him 

knowing full well that this will always 
be vetoed.

He will tell us that we are acting as 
the poodles of the US. The usual one 
from Jezza’s fairy tale book is that we 
should convene meetings of all the war-
ring parties and thrash out an end to 
the war. Good luck with that Jezza. Yet 
again, it emphasises the fact that this 
flaccid excuse for a politician should 
not be allowed within a thousand miles 
of the defence of this country.

ALAN M ETHERIDGE
Dudley

May had to signal intent with strike

Double whammy of 
officials Down Under

Love story
that’s lasted

WHY should Enoch Pow-
ell’s ‘rivers of blood’ speech 
be banned, after all perhaps 
it’s time that the whole 
speech was aired and people 
could see it wasn’t a racist 
rant but a truthful analysis 
of a future Britain. 

And he wasn’t wrong in 
his prognosis, people keep 
on calling him a racist he 
was highly decorated sol-
dier promoted through the 
ranks, an academic, and a 
politician with more fore-
sight than so many of the 
politicians we now have.

Powell was not a man 
of my political choice, and 
I disagreed with much of 
what he and his party stand 
for both yesterday and 
today, but I have read Pow-
ell’s ‘rivers of blood’ and 
to be honest, Malcolm X’s 
speeches were more racist 
than Powell’s, so don’t ban 
them, let people make up 
their own minds as to if they 
were racist or of they were 
more honest than the politi-
cians wanted to hear.

MR S T VAUGHAN
Yardley Wood

Speech was
not just a
racist rant

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
POST

Sandwell Chronicle,
Chronicle Editorial,
51-53 Queen Street

Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES

EMAIL
graeme.andrew@expressandstar.

co.uk

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters.

Code of Practice: 
Our policy is to correct errors as 
soon as we can. The Chronicles 
adhere to the Editors’ Code of 
Practice, which can be seen at 
www.ipso.co.uk. 
If you are unhappy with the ac-
curacy of a story, write to The 
Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 
If we cannot reach a resolution 

contact Ipso at complaints@ipso.
co.uk or by post at Ipso, c/o Gate 
House, 1 Farringdon Street,  Lon-
don, EC4M 7LG

It’s a scandal
IT seems the Home Office 
want to deport some of the 
Windrush generation from 
Jamaica. They came 70 
years ago, to fill a labour 
shortage, but now seem to 
be lacking the right papers. 
Meanwhile, EU nationals 
who break our laws have 
‘human rights’ and cannot 
be sent home. This stinks.

ROBERT W WHITE
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FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS

Make the RIGHT decision this Spring and give RYDALE a ring..

Windows, Doors, Conservatories,
Orangeries, Porches, Fascias
and Soffit Boards

MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON MAY INSTALLATIONS

Replace the existing roof on
your conservatory and create a
comfortable environment and a
room you can use all year round

Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we
have been in business for more than 30 years.

No deposits or stage payments,
you only pay when the installation
has been completed

Visit one of the largest
conservatory and window
shrowrooms in the UK

Supplied & Fitted...
across the Midlands

Repair Service
Available

SPRING
SALE

Our

33rd
2018

Order a conservatory or full
house of windows and you
will get a full valeting service
on your guttering or windows
or conservatory totally FREE.

Rydale take securityvery seriously Guaranteedhigh securityon ALL productsFull details onrequest

ULTIMATE SECURITY GUARANTEE

Valeting Services now
available to restore all
your uPVC products.
Guttering and Driveways
valeting available.

.
UNIQUELIFETIME

Supply only
Available to

the trade on all
our products

Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm
Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed

Precious gift of
life for Michael

THIS is the precious 
moment Michael Willis 
thought he would never 
live to see.

Cradling little baby O’Shea 
just minutes after he was born, 
the jewellery maker cherished 
the first time he met his grand-
son.

Michael, who suffers from the 
rare lung condition sarcoidosis, 
had been told last year by doctors 
at City Hospital in Birmingham, he 
had six months to live – unless he 
underwent a double lung trans-
plant.

Consultant respiratory physician 
Dr Arvind Rajasekaran was de-
termined to save his patient, and 
so contacted the Royal Papworth 
Hospital, in Cambridge, in the 
hope they would assist in finding a 
donor, and be able to carry out the 
operation.

Within two months a suitable 
donor was found and Michael un-
derwent the operation in June last 
year. Michael, aged 60, said: “I feel 
extremely grateful to the person 
who donated their lungs to me. 

“It was a miracle for me and my 
family. I feel that I have been giv-
en a second chance and I need to 
make the most of it. 

“Without the transplant, I would 
not have been able to see my great 
grandson, who was born in Jan-
uary. It was an amazing moment 
meeting baby O’Shea, and one I 
thought would never happen.”

Michael added: “Before I had 

this condition, I was very healthy 
and I worked full time. Then all of 
a sudden I started showing symp-
toms of sarcoidosis. 

“I struggled to move from one 
room to another, and I wasn’t able 
to breathe very well. I felt exhaust-
ed taking just small steps. I even 
needed to use an electronic wheel-
chair to go to the toilet.

“I feel enormously grateful to the 
support that I have received from 
my family, our friends, and our 
church community who have al-
ways been there for me. I am a very 
fortunate person, as I know it’s not 
always easy to find a match, espe-
cially for people from the African 
Caribbean community like myself. 

“I hope that my story will inspire 
more people to consider organ do-
nation because it saves lives.”

After his diagnosis, Michael had 
to use a non-invasive ventilator 
machine to keep him breathing as 
he slept. 

The medical team at City Hospi-
tal tried every treatment they could 
to help Michael, but the last straw 
came when the dad collapsed at 
home in his bathroom. He had de-
veloped pneumonia.

Dr Rajasekaran said: “We knew 
that Michael’s lungs couldn’t cope 
with the condition anymore as he 
did not improve even after treating 
his infection, and that he desper-
ately needed a double lung trans-

plant. Fortunately we were able to 
find a match for Michael and he 
had the operation in June,” said 
the doctor, who has been inspired 
to join the donor register since 
treating Michael.

“It was a great collaboration 
between the two hospitals, and 
we hope to continue working with 
them more in the future.

“Without the transplant Michael 
could have died within six months. 
We were so pleased that his oper-
ation was a success and he is re-
covering remarkably well.

“He can now walk into my clin-
ic and it really makes it all worth-
while to see how the operation has 
transformed his health. Since then 

he has been receiving specialist 
treatment at home from our com-
munity respiratory service.”

Dr Rajasekaran added: “An or-
gan from someone of the same 
ethnic group is more likely to be a 
better match. 

“Sadly, fewer people from Black, 
Asian and Minority Ethnic groups 
(BAME) agree to organ donation 
which means that people from 
these communities often wait 
longer for a transplant and are 
more likely to die before a suitable 
organ can be found.

“I really hope that Michael’s story 
can inspire more people from the 
BAME to consider organ dona-
tion.”

Michael seen suffering with the sarcoidosis lung conditionWith the City Hospital team which carried out the life-saving op

Michael cuddles with his grandson O’Shea
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Cloudy2Clear
GUARANTEE All
Customers That An
Average Quote Will
Take No Longer Than
20 MINS!!!

Has Your Double
Glazing Steamed Up?

advertorial

Cloudy2Clear Windows...
Service With A Smile!

Established for over a decade
Cloudy2Clear windows have
become a leading company
for glass replacement. Issues
with double glazing can
often be gradual and may
only be noticed during a
clear sunny day or during
the winter. A failed glass unit
may no longer provide you
with the protection you need
or be energy efficient. Why
not spend a few minutes
checking your home to see if
you have any failed double
glazing? If you act now you
can avoid these problems.
Now, you may think you

need to replace the whole

window including the frames
and all the hardware, however
Cloudy2Clear have come up
with a simple and cost saving
solution… Just replace the
glass!!
If you see condensation

in your windows just visit
our website or give us a
call on 0800 61 21 118. We
will send out our highly
experienced engineers for a
free no obligation quote. A
Cloudy2Clear quote takes
on average no longer than
20minutes. Once the quote is
completed, wewill sit downwith
you and explain the problem
and tell you howwe can fix

it. With years of experience
Cloudy2Clear have a wealth of
knowledge and are recognised
as aWhich Trusted Trader,
plus our work is backed by
an industry leading 25 year
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also
replace faulty locks handles
and hinges on all windows and
doors.
Your friendly local

Cloudy2Clear specialist
is James Stanley and
he services Walsall and
surrounding areas.
So, if your windows are

steamed up, broken or damaged
give James a call for a free
quotation on 0800 61 21 118.

I want to hear from you

point plan for
Sandwell5

Labour’s 1

Labour is building
640 new council houses
and investing £490
million in housing. We
are also encouraging
new schemes on
brownfield sites to tackle
the Tory housing crisis.
And we will continue to
tackle rogue landlords.

2
Labour will continue

to invest in our parks and
historic monuments. Under
Labour 11 parks and green
spaces have been
recognised by the Green
Flag Award Scheme as
being the best amongst the
country.

3

Labour will continue to prioritise
looking after and caring for our elderly. The
Council has recently been recognised as
having one of the best care services in the
country.

We will be building two new extra care
housing schemes in Sandwell and keeping the
daily Meals on Wheels service.

5In Sandwell, Labour will be keeping
weekly bin collections and also continuing to
invest in our weekly blue lid recycling
scheme.

We will not be charging any extra to take
away garden waste. We will also be keeping
the one free annual collection of bulky waste
for each household with someone over the
age of 60 years.

4

Investing in Housing

Protecting frontline
Labour in Sandwell have kept all of our
libraries, children centres and community
centres open. Despite savage Tory cuts, we
remain committed to protecting and
investing in frontline services.

Green spaces & parks

Bins & clean streets
Protecting our elderly

Promoted by Sandwell Labour on behalf of Sandwell Labour both at Sandwell Labour, Terry Duffy House Thomas
Street, West Bromwich, B70 6NT . Printed by WMLP at TDH, Thomas St, B70 6NT

Vote Labour on Thursday 3rd May 2018

A huge thank you to all our customers
for constantly queuing out the door!

265 Dudley Port, Tipton DY4 7RP
open from Tuesday to Saturday 12 till 10pm.

FREE
PARKING

Taste the
difference
OUR PLAIN CHIPS ARE COOKED
IN VEGETABLE OIL AND OUR

BATTERED CHIPS ARE COOKED IN
TASTY BEEF DRIPPING!

WE ONLY USE THE FINEST
INGREDIENTS FOR OUR

CUSTOMERS.

OUR FISH IS DELIVERED
FRESH DAILY

WINNER!

&

Our Specials Are
Fish & Chips - 3.50
Pie & Chips - 3.50

Donner Kebab Meat & Chips - 3.00
Jumbo Sausage & Chips - 2.50

Roe & Chips 2.50
And many more instore!

R!
We are a Double Award

Winning Fish & Chip Shop!!!
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Mystery over Saido’s 
charity launch night
AN investigation into ex-Al-
bion striker Saido Berahi-
no’s charity launch night 
has failed to establish if any 
money was raised for charity, 
while mystery hangs over the 
future of his foundation.

The Saido Berahino Foundation 
was launched almost three years 
ago at an event in London billed 
as a ‘fundraising gala’ for Wate-
rAid.

But the party, attended by Baggies 
players and Cyrille Regis, came under 
scrutiny after the charity said it had 
not received money from the event. 
To date, WaterAid has yet to get any 
cash from the foundation, which put it 
down as one of its main beneficiaries 
on launching in June in 2015. And it is 
unclear what the charity has achieved 
with its website inaccessible and Be-
rahino’s agent, while saying it was 
operational, deciding not to provide 
information.

The Charity Commission, following 
an extensive review of the event, said 
it could not ‘establish that the event 
made a profit for charity’.

And WaterAid has said plans to 
make Berahino an official ambassador 
have been ditched.

The Burundi-born player, who now 
plays for Stoke City, started the foun-
dation under the control of registered 
charity The Philanthropy Foundation.

At the launch event at London 
Hilton in Park Lane, Berahino was 
pictured in front of boards with a logo 
for his foundation along with a tag 
stating ‘in support of WaterAid’.

Baggies players Chris Brunt, Gareth 
McAuley, James Morrison, Youssouf 
Mulumbu and Jonas Olsson attended 
along with former player Victor An-
ichebe, who auctioned off a coaching 

session for four with Berahino, fetch-
ing £1,000. But a probe was launched 
by the Charity Commission last year 
after WaterAid said it had not received 
any money.

A spokesman for the commission 
said: “From the information received 
and reviewed by the commission, we 
were unable to establish that the event 
made a profit for charity.”

He added it was not the commis-
sion’s role to settle disputes.

WaterAid spokesman Laura Crow-

ley said: “WaterAid was approached 
by the Saido Berahino Foundation in 
February 2015 regarding a dinner to 
raise funds for the foundation.

“The event was not managed or paid 
for by WaterAid, and attendance was 
by invitation only.”

Accounts for The Philanthropy 
Foundation show £58,160 was granted 
to ‘Saido Berahino Fund’. Justin 
Rigby, a spokesman for Berahino, said 
the player’s foundation was still oper-
ating.

Berahino during his West Brom days Artwork for the foundation

From left, Jonas Olsson, Chris Brunt, Youssouf Mulumbu, Saido Berahino, 
James Morrison, Victor Anichebe and Gareth McAuley at the first annual 
fundraising gala for the Saido Berahino Foundation, in aid of WaterAid in May



01384 442 490
www.carerawindows.co.uk

WINDOWS . DOORS . PORCHES . ORANGERIES . CONSERVATORIES

Make the right choice for your new windows,
conservatories, orangeries and porches.
Carera do not use high pressure salesmen,
it has had the same owner since it opened
in 1989. Call them now for your FREE
no obligation quotations. Our visit takes
approximately 20-30 minutes

Visit our large beautiful
showroom with all products on
display for a warm welcome

Top Quality A Rated
Products At Great Prices
Yale Locking Systems
Swish Window & Door Systems
Payment On Completion
Full 10 Year Guarantee
No Deposit Required

If your getting3 quotes makesure Carera isone of them!!!!Call us TODAY01384 442490

lit A Rated

Call us NOW

SPECIALSSpring

24, Junction Rd, Audnam,
Stourbridge DY8 4YJ

Proud to have worked with

Market leading Stourbridge double glazing
business Carera �indo�s has �tted �ore 
than half a �illion �ualit� �indo�s and doors 
over the past �� �ears�

The company based in Junction Road,
Audnam, started out 28 years ago to serve
the Stourbridge area but as it has grown 
it has moved on to serve neighbouring
areas including Halesowen, Kidderminster, 
Bromsgrove and Worcester.

The business moved to its present base 20 
years ago. Carera offer a full range of windows
and doors and also install a full range of 
conservatories, orangeries and living spaces.

Happy
The company prides itself on having a depth 

of knowledge in all aspects of the products it 
offers and industry regulations. The company
is fully conversant with all current regulations
within the industry. A key aim is to provide
a level of customer service that is second
to none. More than 70 per cent of all Carera 
Windows’ home sales come via personal 
recommendation from happy clients, which
number many thousands. It takes pride 
in completing every project to the highest
standard.

From the start, Carera is committed to offering
only top-quality products, expert installations
and unbeatable personal service to both private
and commercial customers. Its experienced
team is committed to working closely with local
authorities, education authorities, landlords, 
architects and contractors on its commercial
work. Carera Windows is keen to get involved in 
any kind of commercial project from industrial 
units to of�ce conversions, new build to 
refurbishments and renovations.

The company’s showroom at its base is open 

Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm and Saturday,
10am to 4pm. It offers a wide range of products 
in various sizes and colours, manufactured
using PVCu, aluminium, GRP and hardwood.
Carera also installs entrance doors, sliding
patio doors, french double doors and porches.

Carera Windows was started by owner and
managing director Mark Crumpton in 1989,
originally from home as a small enterprising
double glazing company supplying the local
area. Its housing association glazing contracts
and commercial premises work now also takes

the business across the country. Carera prides 
itself on offering honest and professional expert 
advice, installing 100 per cent high quality
products, sensible prices and outstanding
customer service.

It has become a market leader in its area and

aims to provide a friendly service without hard 
sell.

Carera can supply and �t from a single
window to complex orangeries and no job is to 
small or to large for it. The company controls
every aspect of its projects.

Carera �indo�s has �tted �ore than half a �illion �ualit� �indo�s and doors Carera prides itself on offering honest and professional expert advice

Make your home warmer, quieter and safer
ADVERTISEMENT10

S
a

n
d

w
e

ll
 C

h
ro

n
ic

le
  

Th
ur

sd
ay

, A
pr

il 
26

, 2
01

8



SpringSaale

0% APR REPRESENTATIVE
Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £300. REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE: Cash price £324. Interest rate 0%
fixed. No Deposit. Pay nothing for the first year, then 12 payments of £27. 0% APR Representative. Total amount payable £324
Subject to status. Written details on request. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or
the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 07.05.18. Offer not available on clearance items, web specials or
in-store concessions. * See website for further details on our price promise.

Our price promise
to you, we won’t be
beaten on price! *PROMISE

PRICE
FREE PARKING

INSTORE RESTAURANT
LARGE STOCKS

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

Acepello metal top dining

table with 4 Maisie chairs

Was £1999

Acepello metal to
£1199

Handcrafted
Vintage chic

Established 1985

The Spring Sale is now in its final week at Cousins.
There are huge reductions throughout all departments, sofas, dining
and bedroom furniture, beds, carpets, homewares and much more.

Low sale prices. Pay nothing for a year.
No deposit. Then spread the cost interest free.

cousinsfurniture.co.uk

Open 7 days a week
Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm

Birmingham Warwick Road, Tyseley. B11 2EW. T: 0121 765 3300

Dudley Hall Street, DY2 8NW. T: 01384 451500

st Assured Abingdon Silk 2000
king size divan set with 2 drawers
Was £1129

Rest Assu

£699

Camille 4 seater sofa

(includes cushions)

Was £2099

C mille 4 s
£1499

BIG
SAVINGS
Now in their
Final Week

Son’s book
is poignant
tale of Ted
the singer

SINGALONG sensation Ted McDermott took
the internet by storm when he and his son Si-
mon sang carpool karaoke to millions online.
The Black Country-born pensioner, aged 80, lives

with dementia but music helps him get back to his
old self. Now Simon, aged 42, has released a book
about his dad’s life growing up in the 1940s as the
eldest of 14 children in Friar Park, Wednesbury.

Songaminute Man looks at life of dementia sufferer who finds solace in music

Ted seen with his wife Linda in the countryside Ted and Simon at Abbey Road Studios in London Ted with fellow redcoats at Butlins in the 1970s Ted performs on stage in 1975

The famous video clip of the carpool Karaoke session

The Songaminute Man,
which was published at the
start of this month, is a
nostalgic memoir and heart-
breaking account of a son
struggling to come to terms
with his father’s dementia.
Everything changed for

the pair when Simon turned
the ignition on in his moth-
er’s car – hitting play on
his father’s favourite song
Quando Quando Quando.
And just like that, they

were just two mates driving
around Blackburn – where
they live now – singing at
the top of their voices.
Simon filmed their adven-

ture, uploaded the video to
YouTube and woke up to
messages, tweets and his
phone ringing off the hook.
But despite landing a re-

cord deal, a Pride of Britain
award, more than £130,000
raised for The Alzheimer’s
Society and a top 10 single,
Simon was still ‘losing’ Ted.
He said: “I wanted to

tell our story of dementia.
We had a bad few years
with dad’s aggression and
violence after he was diag-
nosed.”
Set in the heart of the

Black Country just before
the Second World War,
and written with the help
of Ted’s friends and fam-
ily, The Songaminute Man
recalls a boy who became a
gutsy and fiercely loyal man.
It recalls a childhood of

sleeping top-to-toe, ration-
ing, adventure in the woods
and making-do-and-mend-

By Tom Oakley
ing, a close-knit commu-
nity, and a life-long passion
for music. Full of poignant
moments, it is a celebration
of the man Ted was, and a
powerful and moving ac-
count of caring for a loved
one. Simon added: “I didn’t
just want to write about dad
and his dementia. It was im-
portant for me to tell his full
story.”
Ted was a performer

throughout his life – he was
a Butlin’s Redcoat and then
travelled around the coun-
try singing in clubs.
Simon said: “He worked

in factories, but did promo-
tions at Walsall football club
and then gigging with Mid-
lands group The Starliners.
I interviewed his old band-
mate Ben Beards who lives
in Bilston.
“I decided to write his en-

tire life story – to basically
show who he was, where he
came from, his hopes and
fears, passions and loves be-
fore the Alzheimer’s struck.
I guess the book is also
my own personal therapy.
you could say Alzheimer’s
took dad away... but it also
brought him back in that it
gave me the opportunity to
discover who he really was
and what made him tick.
“The only tragedy is that

he will never truly under-
stand how many fans he
has.” Visit the website son-
gaminuteman.com
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THIS SUNDAY
29TH APRIL

9am-2pm
WEDNESBURY MARKET

NEXT TO TOWN
SQUARE,

off Union Street
CCCooonnntttaaacccttt MMMaaarrrkkkeeettt MMMaaannnaaagggeeerrr

000111222111 555555333333000777444

£5
per

pitch

Wednesbury
Traders

from
8am

Goodwills Legal Services Ltd

There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years -

Make Your Will
Only £95.00 (no VAT to pay)

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills.

Single Wills £99.00 (no VAT to pay)
A home visit at a convenient time

For information and appointment call

0845 678 7010
Mobile: 07771 992717

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianship Trusts

Goodwills also offer probate services
Members of the Society of Will Writers

Goodwills Legal Services Ltd
www.goodwillsmidlands.co.uk

Conservatory/Dining Room/ Kitchen/ Lounge/Bedroom/Bathroom
All blinds are made to measure direct from the factory

5 Days 
from Factory 

to Fitting

Visit our Factory Showroom:
Albert Street, Oldbury, West Midlands B69 4DB
Showrooms also at: • Bearwood Indoor Market

Oldbury 
Health 
Centre
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MARKET ST

BIRMINGHAM STREET

UNITY PLACE

WE ARE
HERE

Your Local Black Country Blinds Manufacturer 
✔ Suitable for any room and environment
✔ Light control in all situations
✔ Huge selection of fabrics
Child Safe - Cordless Systems Full Range of Fabrics
Free Measure & quote | Fast Reliable Service | Competitive Pricing

Don’t be blinded by 
sunlight this summer......

www.designa-blinds.com  Tel: 0121 572 9713 Fabrics only Service available

☎
Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate,
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD

www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk

Halesowen Fireplaces
AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME

For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane)

Telephone 0121 559 9985

nge of Gas and Electric Fires and S r

Complete Fireplace Packages from £499
(((iiinnncccllluuudddiiinnnggg fififirrreee)))

360O

VIRTUAL
TOUR NOW ON

WEBSITE

BLINDS
SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk

NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE

BEST DEAL!
3 child safe

verticals

ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE
MEASURE & FITTING

HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE

RESTRICTIONS

0800 0214266

contact your local advisor
to see our fabric range &

other available deals

CALL
FREE

one per household offer
£98

C&T
Doors & Windows Ltd

TTeell:: 0011990022 884422770066 / 0077775599 553366881188
wwwwww..ccaannddttddoooorrssaannddwwiinnddoowwss..ccoo..uukk

AALLLL AARREEAASS CCOOVVEERREEDD
EEmmail: ennqquuirries@cannddttddoorrsannddwinnddows.co.uukk

Fit
ted

with
in

2 week
s for

a

ser
vic

e you
can

tru
st For any

information do

not hesitate to

contact us

DOORS COMPOSITE DOORS
AVAILABLE

EDWARDIAN
CONSERVATORY
3 MTR x 3 MTR

From £4500

Bi-Fold
Doors

From £999

French
Patio Doors
From £649

Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New Improved
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available.

Homeless posters scrapped
after chief labels them crass
POLICE posters warning 
people against giving mon-
ey to the homeless have 
been scrapped after being 
slammed by the region’s 
crime commissioner.

West Midlands Police and Crime 
Commissioner David Jamieson 
said the campaign posters, put up 
in Stourbridge, Dudley and Sedg-
ley, should never have been pub-
lished.

The 300 posters, introduced in Feb-
ruary, carry the headline ‘Your Kind-
ness Could Kill’ and show a crime 
scene outline of a body filled with 
coins. As well as being put up in spots 
around the Black Country, the poster 
was also circulated around social 
media and on the force’s neighbour-
hood alerts emails.

Insensitive
Mr Jamieson said: “I did not and do 

not approve of the message. I’ve dis-
cussed (it) with West Midlands Police. 
They’re been taken down after going 
up in error, they do not represent West 
Midlands Police’s position either. 

“They are insensitive, crass and 
shouldn’t have been produced in the 
first place.”

A West Midlands Police spokesman 
confirmed the posters had been taken 
down, but said they had helped ‘reduce 
the issue’. He said: “Rough sleeping 
and homelessness is a national prob-
lem, here in the West Midlands we 
work alongside partner agencies to try 
to tackle this issue.

“A small number of posters were 
produced, following artwork used else-

where in the country, in a bid to raise 
awareness and, in some areas, this has 
helped reduce the issue.

“We are aware that the poster may 
be deemed insensitive and as a result 
we are removing them from public 
places.” The posters were criticised by 
Vi Wood, who runs Leslie’s Care Pack-
ages for the Homeless, helping people 
in the Black Country. The 58-year-old, 
who set up the charity in response to 

her own experience being homeless 
following the death of her husband 
Les, said: “The message on the post-
ers was definitely too strong. If you 
have 10 homeless people and two take 
drugs, the others who use the money 
to buy things like a hot coffee lose out. 
I’m pleased it has been dropped.”

Mrs Wood, who lives in Wollaston, 
goes on weekly patrols of the Black 
Country, providing packages to be-

tween 10 and 20 people a week. The 
packages include clothing, sleeping 
bags, cereal bars. She sometimes gives 
‘a couple of pounds’ for people to buy 
a hot drink.

She added: “I always say it [giving 
money to the homeless] is down to the 
individual. If you are happy to do so, I 
would not stop it.”

A message circulated by West Mid-
lands Police alongside the poster said: 

“There are a number of people who 
are ‘passively’ begging in and around 
Stourbridge Town Centre. 

“They have been offered accommo-
dation and social support but have 
turned this offer of assistance down.

“They congregate in the town centre 
purely because of the generosity of the 
community. It is this generosity that 
they use to feed their addictions and 
may ultimately kill them.”

Dave eyes
up return to 
next games

A SOLDIER who lost three limbs in 
Afghanistan is plotting his return to 
an international athletics event.

Dave Watson, aged 31, is hoping to 
compete in his second Invictus Games 
in Australia in October. The father 
of three headed home from his last 
Games with two medals – including 
one gold. He claimed gold in the IF6 
discus and bronze in the shot put. 
And Dave, who lives in Romsley near 
Halesowen, said the event this year 
could prove a stepping stone for the 
Tokyo 2020 Olympics. The Invictus 
Games – founded by Prince Harry – 
is an international ‘Paralympic-style’ 
multi-sport event for sick, wounded 
and injured service personnel.

Dave, who competed in Canada last 
year in the Games, said: “It was an 
amazing experience, the atmosphere 
and sense of community throughout 
was brilliant.”

Dave is looking for sponsorship 
from businesses for his Invictus train-
ing. Anyone interested in supporting 
Dave should email him on dave86wat-
son@hotmail.co.uk

Invictus athlete – Dave Watson

Police and Crime Commissioner David Jamieson, who said the posters were ‘insensitive’ One of the posters urging people not to give homeless money
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DON’T DESPAIR, 
WE’LL REPAIR

Under new ownership since
January, Hill Top Phones prides
itself on customer satisfaction and
reliable service.

Conveniently located on Hill Top
with free and easy car parking. All
phone repairs are carried out by 
our technicians that have had many 
years experience of repairing mobile
phones and pride our business on 

keeping up to date with the latest 
technology and problems that occur. 

Every Part
We stock every part for most 

phones, i-Pads, lap tops and tablets.
So whether you have a cracked 
screen or a charging problem we can
usually repair within the hour leaving
you to carry on with your normal day.

As well as repairs, Hill Top Phones 
buy and sell a huge range of new and
used pay as you go phones.

Accessories
Also available is a wide selection

of accessories including batteries,
chargers and phone covers and
cases. So make sure Hill Top Phones 
is your first stop for your mobile
phone needs.

COMMERCIAL FEATURE

Telephone:
0121 557 6885

OPENING HOURS:
MON-SAT 10AM-5.30PM

SUNDAY 10AM-4PM
PICTURES FOR

GUIDANCE ONLY

BFC FURNITURE FACTORY OUTLET STORE
UNIT 9, CONEYGREE TRADING ESTATE,

CONEYGREE ROAD, BURNT TREE,
DUDLEY DY4 8XF

OTTOMAN LIFT UP STORAGE BED
FRAME IN EXPRESSO BROWN

CALYPSO SOFA IN BROWN OR BLACK
AMAZING VALUE !!
WAS £339 HALF PRICE
MELTDOWN PRICE £169.50

CHOOSE FROM OUR
UNRIVALLED STOCKS
OF MOBILITY CHAIRS
IN LEATHER &
FABRIC. MANY
MODELS TO
CHOOSE FROM
SAVING UP TO
50% EG
ROBERTO LIFT &
TILT IN LEATHER

MEGAN 3 SEATER & 2 SEATER SOFAS
IN BEIGE OR GREY FABRIC
WAS £1199 SAVE £600

MELTDOWN PRICE £599 THE PAIR!

BLOOMSBURY VIBRANT ACCENT
CHAIR – CHOICE OF COLOURS

BOSS RECLINER CORNER SUITE
IN RED, GREY & TAN
WAS £1999 SAVE £1100

MELTDOWN PRICE £899
ALSO AVAILABLE AS 3 SEATER & 2 SEATER

PLUS...UP TO 75% OFF OCCASIONAL ITEMS
Huge range of
mirrors, bar stools,
lamps, pictures,
coffee tables etc.

BEDS - DIVANS - MATTRESSES
DIRECT FROM OUR FACTORY

OUR LOW, LOW PRICES
JUST GOT EVEN LOWER!!

( )
pp y

MELTDOWN
AINS

P IAN LEATHER 2 SEATER
SOFAS (HARVEY) IN PILLAR BOX RED

895 SAVE £1000
ME 895 THE PAIR !!

3 SEATER SOFA & ARMCHAIR (BAILEY)
THER

P

SINGLE DIVAN
IN GREY FABRIC COMPLETE WITH

RD

!

OAK DOUBLE BEDFRAME
(OA Y FOAM MATTRESS

AVE £350
MELTDOWN PRICE £249

AVE £120
ICE £79

TALL SOLID OAK CHEVAL MIRROR
WAS £189 SAVE £100 ONE ONLY !

89

MADRID 3 SEATER AND 2 SEATER
SSSOOOFFFAAASSS WWWIIITTTHHH AAATTTTTTRRRACTIVE

SSSADDLE
STITCH
DESIGN

SAVE
£720

WWWWAAASSS £1395
MELTDOWN

PRICE

£675
THE PAIR!

WAS £299 50% OFF
MELTDOWN PRICE £149

WAS £699 50% OFF
MELTDOWN PRICE £349

MELTDOWN PRICE £249

CRUSHED VELVET DOUBLE
DIVAN BASE WITH MEMORY
MASTER MATTRESS & CRYSTAL
BUTTONNED
HEADBOARD

WAS £499
HALF
PRICE

MELTDOWN UP TO 50% OFF

100’S OF METAL FASHION BEDS
IN STORE – COME & SEE !

HUNDREDS OF BEDFRAMES,
DDDIIIVVVAAANNNSSS &&& MMMAAATTTTTTRRREEESSSSSSEEESSS TTTOOO
TAKE
AWAY

IMPERIAL DOUBLE PLATINUM FINISH
VICTORIAN STYLE BEDFRAME COMPLETE
WITH LUXURY COIL SPRUNG ORTHO
MATTRESS IN BELGIAN DAMASK

MELTDOWN
PRICE

£399
KING
SIZE

JUST
£50

EXXXTRA!

WAS £899 SAVE £500

SSSIIINNNGGGLLLEEE MMMAAATTTTTT FFFRRROOOMMM £39
DOUBLE MATT FROM £59
KING MATT FROM £79

SILVER METAL BUNK BEDS
(MAKES 2 SINGLES IF REQUIRED)
WITH 2 QUALITY SPRUNG
MATTRESSEEESSS
WAS £399
HALF PRICEEE
ONLY 20
SETS PER
STORE
MELTDOWN
PRICE

£199

MATTTTRESS
NOT IIINCLUDED

SINGLE WAS £399 MELTDOWN £199
DOUBLE WAS £499 MELTDOWN £249

KING WAS £599 MELTDOWN £299

NEWARK LARGE 3 SEATER
SOFA IN LIGHT GREY OR

DARK GREY

DALLS SOFA - TRADITIONAL
DESIGN WITH BRASS &

HARDWOOD FEET

WAS £299
N PRICE

99
WA

MELTDOWN

£1

BELLISSIMO SWIVEL RECLINER
CHAIR & FOOT STOOL IN

FABRIC & LEATHER

( )0% APR REPRESENTATIVE
SUBJECT TO STATUS
Available on many sale items.

Exclusions apply. See instore for details.UPTO 12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDITPLUSUPTO 12 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT
PLUS

SUBJECT
TO STATUS( )

SPRING SAVINGS!
LOOK AT THESE FANTASTIC OFFERS...
WELCOME TO OUR WORLD OF QUALITY FURNITURE
GREAT CHOICE, FAMOUS NAMES, NO PRESSURE SALES, AFFORDABLE DEALS!

WAS £499 HALF PRICE!!
SALE
PRICE £249

£49

£99

£149

£179

WAS £599 HALF PRICE!!
SALE
PRICE £299

(OR 2 SEATER JUST £219. ARMCHAIRS ALSO AVAILABLE £129)(ARMCHAIR AVAILABLE TOO - LESSTHAN HALF PRICE £179)

SPRING
ONEOFFBARGAINS

CREAM CHINELLE ACCENT
ARMCHAIR

3 PIECE BEDROOM SUITE
DOUBLE ROBE CHEST BEDSIDE

30 SETS ONLY
NEW YORK SOLID HARDWOOD
DINING TABLE & 2 HIGH BACK
STURDY CHAIRS

20 SETS ONLY
SPRINGFIELD SWIVEL
EXTENDING SOLID GOLDEN
HARDWOOD TABLE & 2 CHAIRS

TIVERTON KINGSIZE SILVER
STURDY METAL BEDFRAME
WITH BLACK FAUX LEATHER
HEADBOARD & ORTHOPAEDIC
MATTRESS

WAS £199

WAS £299

WAS £199

WAS £299

SAVE 75%

SAVE 40%

SAVE 50%

SAVE 50%

£199WAS £499
SAVE 60%

FULLY ASSEMBLED. CHOICE OF FINISHES

Golden match for pair 
who backed Baggies
A COUPLE celebrating their 
Golden wedding anniversary 
were given an extra-special 
present with West Bromwich 
Albion’s shock victory over 
Manchester United.

Christine Lester and her Albi-
on-mad husband Keith, both from 
Dudley, attended the match with 
their son, Darren, and his girl-
friend, Elizabeth, as part of their 
50th wedding anniversary cele-
brations. 

“It was an absolutely perfect day, 
and the result too. Mum and dad abso-
lutely loved it,” said Darren.

“Mum was a bit taken back by the 
noise and the sheer volume of the 
crowd but she had a brilliant day.”

It was only the second game Chris-
tine has ever been to – with her last 
match back in 1967.

Involved
That day she was watching Keith 

playing for amateur side Parkdale 
Rovers against Dudley St James in a 
local cup final. 

Keith was on the losing side but 
spent 15 years involved in the sport he 
loves as a player and afterwards a ref-
eree. Darren added: “Dad is a lifelong 
West Brom fan and knows football in-
side out.”

Indeed, Keith attended the 1968 FA 
Cup final when the Baggies beat Ever-
ton 1-0 to lift the trophy. The pair, who 
have lived in Dudley all their lives, met 
at a fun fair in the town in the summer 
of 1964, both aged 17.

They married three years later at 
the now preserved St John’s Church 
in Kates Hill and celebrated 50 years 
of marriage together last month. 

Darren marked the occasion by tak-

ing his parents to back to the church 
as a surprise. “They just re-enacted 
their day 50 years ago. It was a really 
nice day for us. Some of our family 
members also came.”

Darren added: “I’m really proud of 
them. We’re quite a close family, just 
to be there with them was really spe-
cial.”

Christine and Keith have two chil-
dren together – Darren and Erica – as 

well as two grandchildren and two 
great grandchildren. 

Christine spent her working life as a 
cook and Keith was employed by Dud-
ley Council in the stores department. 

Now retired, the pair are still active. 
Christine volunteers at a local charity 
shop, while Keith enjoys DIY.

A season ticket holder at the Haw-
thorns, he regularly watches his be-
loved West Brom home and away. 

Christine Lester and her Albion-mad husband Keith at Old Trafford
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Marble
Surround Electric
Fires with lights

from £489
Marble Surround

Gas Fires
from £499

Jubilee Fires ltd

Official Valour
Centre

HIGH ST, PRINCES END, TIPTON DY4 9JF
Call for more information or visit our website
www.jubileefires.co.uk | 0121 557 3111

We offer a
complete

expert fitting
service

Visit our
Showroom
NOW!

SPECIAL OPENING OFFERS

Unit 3 Venture Centre (Next to the Range Warehouse)
Green Lane, Cannock, WS11 0JJ

WE WON’T BE BEAT ON PRICE

Telephone
01543 502536

B
ridge

S
t

Gree
n Ln

A
34

W
alsall R

d

RANGE

HUGE FREE CAR PARK

SPECIAL OPENING OFFERS

Email: sales@empireappliances.co.ukWebsite: www.empireappliances.co.uk
empireappliances eli er an Installa on a ailable on all appliances

OPENING IMES MON A O SA UR A PM SUN A 10.30 .30PM

Proud supporters of

WASHING
MACHINES

COOKER
HOODS

UNDERCOUNTER
FRIDGES

WASHER
DRYERSDISHWASHERS

CHEST
FREEZERS

CERAMICHOBS

TUMBLE
DRYERS

TABLE TOP
COOKERS

BUILT IN
MICROWAVES

ELECTRIC
COOKERS

MICROWAVES

SINGLE
OVENS

BUILTUNDER
OVENS

BUILT-IN
DOUBLEOVENS

FRIDGE
FREEZERS

GAS
COOKERS GASHOBS

HUGE NEW
SHOWROOM
NOW OPEN

HUGE RANGE COOKER DISPLAY
WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON PRICE

TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR?
GREAT NEWS!! YOU’VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON!

CALL NOW 01376 571778
www.roller-shutter-doors-uk.com

The Electronic roller-door is possibly the most popular garage door by a mile. There are
obvious reasons why; space saving, extra width, extra height, neat and compact, totally

secure, reliable and safe, maintenance free - the list
goes on... Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a

Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price, We are possibly the best in
the UK - by a mile!! We are one of the biggest UK door manufacturers. You will see, with

us you will save yourselves ££££s
for a truly fantastic new door.

**£2500! OUR PRICE £875!!

NOW ONLY
£799

INCLUDING FITTING: LIMITED TIME ONLY
PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED:
• Totally bespoke, made to measure!!
• We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE
• Top quality electric operated rolling

garage door
• Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium
• Totally maintenance free
• So neat & compacted & space saving, giving

you extra width & extra height
• White as standard, other colours available
• Roller garage doors, absolute top quality

garage door, for lower than
UK high street DIY retailer

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL

Source: www.mnadigital.co.uk/video-advertising

WITHTHE
COMPLETE
PRODUCTION
OFA
COMPELLING
VIDEO

1. PRE-PRODUCTION PLANNING
Where we find out about you!

2. ON-LOCATION RECORDING
The important bit.

3. AUDIO PRODUCTION
Music or voice over?

4. POST PRODUCTION
Where the finishing touches happen.

5. VIDEO ADVERTISING
Want even more exposure?

CALL 01902 319730

BROADCAST
YOUR BUSINESS

Sandwell seats up for grabs
Abbey
Michael Allen (Green)
Richard Kemp (Cons)
Bob Piper (Lab)*

Blackheath
Bob Dunn (Cons)
Danny Millard (Lab)*
Aldo Mussi (Green)

Bristnall
Shirley Ching (Cons)
John Macefield (Green)
Rajbir Singh (Lab)

Charlemont and Grove Vale
Sam Harding (For Britain)
Graham Nock (UKIP)
Sue Phillips (Lab)*
Lee Williams (Cons)

Cradley Heath and Old Hill
Paul Connor (Green)
Robert Johns (Lib Dem)
Balhar Singh (Cons)
Julie Webb (Lab)*

Friar Park
Simon Hackett (Lab)*
Keith Lawley (Cons)
Colin Rankine (Yeshua)

Great Barr with Yew Tree
David Fisher (Indep)
Darryl Magher (For Britain)
Steve Melia (Lab)*
Suki Nandra (Cons)
Daniela Waugh Hroncova

Great Bridge
Stuart Bate (Cons)
Joanne Hadley (Lab)*

Greets Green and Lyng
(two seats)
Elizabeth Brown (Cons)
Frederic Lacroix (Green)
Iqbal Padda (Lab)
Jackie Taylor (Lab)*
Judith Willetts (Cons)
Hateley Heath
Paul Kearns (Cons)
Paul Moore (Lab)*

Langley
Bill Gavan (Lab)*
Stephen Gilbert (Cons)
Robert Taberner (Green)

Newton
Keith Allcock (Lab)*
Steve Latham (For Britain)
Robert Willetts (Cons)

Old Warley
Bryan Manley-Green (Lib Dem)
John McHard (Cons)
Steve Trow (Lab)*

Oldbury
Mushtaq Hussain (Lab)*
Keith Vaughan (Cons)
Jody Waugh (Green)

Princes End
Jenny Chidley (Lab)
James Marsh (Indep)
Steve Simcox (Cons)

Rowley
Susan O’Dell (Green)
Satpal Singh (Cons)
Chris Tranter (Lab)*

Smethwick
Wasim Ali (Lab)*
Stephanie Buckman (Green)
Colin Clark (Cons)

Soho and Victoria
Robert Buckman (Green)
Daniel Mathias (Cons)
Mohammad Rouf (Lab)*

St Paul’s
Samiya Akhter (Lab)
Babu Bawa (Lab)*
Narinder Garcha (Cons)
Sakhawat Hussain (Cons)
Fabienne Ottridge (Green)

Tipton Green
Donald Griffiths (Cons)
Yaseen Hussain (Lab)*

Tividale
Sandra Hevican (Lab)*
John Stockall (Cons)
Keir Williams (Green)

Wednesbury North
Scott Chapman (Cons)
Luke Giles (Lab)*
Mark Redding (Green)

Wednesbury South
Bob Lloyd (Lab)*
Michael Middleton (Cons)

West Bromwich Central
Ryan Ottridge (Green)
Mohinder Singh Tagger (Lab)*
Pauline Williams (Cons)

* party holding seat

Sandwell Council House in Freeth Street, Oldbury

Who will get your vote in
local elections on May 3?
VOTERS head to the polls in
Sandwell next week for the latest
round of council elections.
Labour currently holds 67 out

of 72 seats on Sandwell Council,
with the four out of the five in-
dependent councillors being can-
didates from the red party when
they were elected. There are 26
seats on the council up for elec-
tion this year, 23 of which are
held by Labour. The successful
candidate in each ward will serve
for the next four years.
Two seats are up for grabs in

St Paul’s. Babu Bawa is up for
re-election, and there will be a
by-election for the seat vacated
by Preet Gill, who has stood
down to focus on her work as the
Labour MP for Edgbaston.
It is a similar situation in

Greets Green and Lyng, where
Gurcharan Sidhu’s resignation
has prompted a by-election.
Some big names are on the

way out.
Richard Marshall quit in

Smethwick and Mahboob Hus-
sain (independent Labour) is out
in Oldbury.
Current mayor Ahmadul

Haque, who has represented
Tipton Green for 22 years, was
deselected by Labour.
The 86-year-old said: “I have

had a very good time as a coun-
cillor and always tried to serve
the whole of the local community
as best I can.”
Mr Haque says he plans to con-

tinue working as a community
activist in the ward. Labour has
picked Yaseen Hussain to contest
the seat in his place.
In Wednesbury North, Tony

Meehan, who was elected in
2014, is not standing this time.
Philip Garrett, who left UKIP

last year and has since served
as an independent, is standing
down in Princes End.
Meanwhile, in Bristnall Steven

Frear, has decided to draw the
curtain on his 12 year stint as a
councillor.

By Pete Madeley

14

S
a
n
d
w
e
ll
C
h
ro
n
ic
le
Th
ur
sd
ay
,A
pr
il
26
,2
01
8



120 Beaks Road, Smethwick B67 5RS
Fri 27th April

10 - 5pm
Sat 28th April 
10am - 5pm

Sunday 29th April
10am - 4pm

WE ARE CLOSING OUR WAREHOUSE
FURNITURE

SALE STARTS FRIDAY 27TH APRIL 10AM
£250,000 WORTH OF STOCK

MUST BE SOLD
You won’t believe the low prices 
At least 65% OFF for 6 days only

ONE 
ONLY £89

Big Comfy 
Armchair, 

light brown 
fabric

to clear 

ONE 
ONLY £69

Kingsize 
Luxury 

Floorstanding 
Headboard 

Walnut Colour 

ONE 
ONLY £149Lift Rise/

Recliner Chair 
Ex display

to clear

SIX 
ONLY £159

Luxury Full 
Double Size 
Top Quality 
Complete 

Double Bed

ONE 
ONLY £1292 Door Solid 

Oak Wardrobe 
Ex display to 

clear

TWO 
ONLY 

THREE 
ONLY 

ONE 
ONLY 

ONE 
ONLY 

Full Double 
Size Fully 

Assembled 
Gloss 

Wardrobes

Big Budget 
Mattress

5ft x 6ft 6”
Full Sprung

to Clear 

Triple Sleep 
Bunk Bed
Double on 

Bottom Single 
on Top 

To Clear

Study Bunkbed 
Single Bed 

on Top Desk 
Underneath
Ex display
to Clear

ONE 
ONLY £79Inlaid Perfect 

Italian Large 
Chest of 
Drawers 

ONE 
ONLY £199

Single Size 
Electric

Adjustable 
Bed Ex display 

to clear

ONE 
ONLY £393/4 Size 4ft 

Wide Metal 
Bedframe 

Black to clear 

FOUR 
ONLY £129

King Size 
Top Quality 
Orthopaedic 
Mattress 5ft 
wide x 6.6

Amazing Value 

ONE 
ONLY £139

3 Seater 100% 
Italian Leather 

Cream 
Marked

Needs a clean

ONE 
ONLY £69Kingsize Bed 

Base To Clear 
Brand New 

Stock

ONE 
ONLY £39

5 Draw Fully 
Assembled 

Chest of 
Drawers

Black. To Clear

ONE 
ONLY £50Large Fixed 

top 5ft x 3ft
Oak Finished 
Table to Clear

SIX 
ONLY £99

Top Quality 
Full Double 

Bed Size 
Orthopaedic 

Mattress

ONE 
ONLY £149

Kingsize Black 
Crushed Velvet 

Sleigh Bed.
Ex Display
To Clear

ONE 
ONLY £49

Single Size 
Faux Leather 

Ottoman 
Bedframe
to clear

ONE 
ONLY £99

Shop 
Damaged 

Black Leather 
Finish Chaise 

Sofa

FOUR 
ONLY £149Full Double 

Size Luxury 
Orthopaedic 

Complete Bed

FOUR 
ONLY £993 Seater 

Fabric Sofa
Ex display.

Needs A Clean 

60
ASSORTED

Dining Chairs.
All Colours
All Sizes
to clear 

ONE 
ONLY £99

Shop 
Damaged 6ft 
Wide 4 Door 
Wardrobe. To 

Clear 

ONE 
ONLY £89

Round 
Mahogany 

Dining Table
Ex display

to clear

TWO 
ONLY £79

Large Oak 
Extending 

Table
Ex display

to clear

ONE 
ONLY £79

Large walnut 
Extending 

Table
Ex display

to clear

ONE 
ONLY £129

Big Corona 
3 Door 

Wardrobe 
Solid Wood 
Ex display

to clear 

ONE 
ONLY £149Big Swivel 

Snuggle Chair 
Dark Grey 

Fabric

ONE 
ONLY £189

2 Seater 
Black Leather 

Electric 
Recliner

Sofa 

ONE 
ONLY £199Big Oak Table 

& 6 Matching 
Chairs. Ex 

display
To Clear

TWO 
ONLY £129Black Leather 

Recliner 
Chairs 

Ex display
to Clear

ONE 
ONLY £99

Sliding 
Door Double 

Wardrobe
Ex display

to clear

ONE 
ONLY £15Clear Glass 

Corner TV Unit 
To Clear 

25 
ONLY £4

£49

£39
£89 £89

£12.50

Assorted 
Scatter 

Cushions 
all sizes all 

colours 

ONE 
ONLY £79

Kingsize
Ivory 

Bedframe
Ex display

to clear 

FOUR 
ONLY £49

Top Quality 
Single Size 
Mattress
Save 50%
on these

SIX 
ONLY £99Top Quality 

Full Double 
Size Mattress 
Orthopaedic 

TWO 
ONLY £129

Top of the 
range memory 

foam luxury 
double size 
mattress

Ex display

EACH

EACH

EACH

Mattresses Extra Mattresses Extra

EACH

THE SET

EACH
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in association with

Your Chronicle

Local joining points: Birmingham, Walsall, Cannock*, Wolverhampton

Call 01709 385 526 (Quote: RP32) www.leger.co.uk
Terms & conditions apply. *Supplements may apply.

Enjoy one of our fully escorted touring holidays
travelling by luxury coach.

3 Holidays from only £259pp
3 Luxury coaches with extra legroom
3 £50pp low deposit
3 FREE brochure – order now!

Discover the
Best of Europe

the

EXCLUSIVE
READER OFFER!

SAVE £20pp
on all tours.

Offer Code: READ

Your Chronicle
in association with

Call us today on

01384 254067
www.northstreetdentalclinic.co.uk

North Street
Dental and
Implant Clinic
An Independent Practice

www.denture-clinic.co.uk

Call us today on

0800 0285185
Denture Clinic also available at:

Richmond House,

112 Richmond Road, Wolverhampton, WV3 9JJ

North St. Dental Clinic, 5 North Street, Dudley, West Midlands, DY2 7DT

• Suction dentures • Complete dentures • Partial dentures • Copy dentures • Implant-retained dentures • Repairs service • Relines • Soft linings

ADVERTISEMENT

Above: Theresa’s new corrected smile
Below: Her badly fitting and painful old dentures

A newspaper cutting
finally ends dental tourist’s quest for smile

WHEN Theresa Reardon from Lon-
don set out on a mission to fix a

longstanding dental problem she never
imagined it would take a lifetime’s search
before finding the answer . . . in Dudley.
Even a trip as a dental tourist to a Budapest

clinic delivered only disappointment.
Remarkably, she never lost hope that one

day she’d stumble upon a happy clinical out-
come, despite decades of false dawns.
“I was determined to find an answer and

I found Mr Steven Burchell at the Denture
Clinic,” she declares.
Her breakthrough came eight years ago

while looking after a doctor in Wolverhamp-
ton, but never realised a story she was read-
ing in the local newspaper would have such
an impact on her daily living.

The devout Catholic from County Cork
in southern Ireland, who moved to London
when she was 25, adds: “I’d come toWolver-
hampton and in a quiet moment was reading
the free paper, The Chronicle. I saw a story
there about a lady who couldn’t eat properly
and how Steven had sorted her out, so I kept
the cutting.”
Eight years passed before she was prompt-

ed to look at the article again after her den-
ture prescription from the Hungarian capital
broke.
“I read it over and over again, booked an

appointment, got on the train and made my
way to Dudley,” she recalls.
Theresa suffered all her denture life with

a protruding lower bite where the bottom
teeth are more prominent than the upper.

This can sometimes make chewing difficult
and patients self-conscious. My bottom den-
tures were so unstable my diet was always
restricted,” she says.
Staff at the clinic in North Street were

shocked to learn she had travelled alone to
her appointment and was returning to her
Golders Green apartment in London the same
day.

“Nothing was going to stop me,” she add-
ed. “The teeth I’d been made ten years before
in Budapest were useless and they hurt like
hell. My new ones don’t hurt at all and for
the very first time my top teeth can come over
my bottom teeth.”

On the day her new prescription was fitted
she decided to celebrate with a meal out at
the Miller & Carter steakhouse in Penn.
“I was advised to take it gently, but my

teeth felt so good I thought I’ll have a steak,”
she says. It was the first time Theresa could
tackle such a “difficult meal”. With school-
girl laughter she adds: “I loved it. It was
worth waiting for.”
Admitting to a regular tipple of red wine,

she’s determined to carry on celebrating her
new teeth and making the best of her restored
confidence.
“I may even manage the odd glass of sher-

ry,” she jokes. “It’s been a long time coming
and I’m so grateful that I don’t have to put
my hand over my mouth any more.
I was always afraid to smile, but now . . .

look at me, all thanks to Steven.”
Theresa’s problems began when at 18 she

took at job as a doctor’s receptionist in Cork.
She was advised to have a full clearance after
gum disease was diagnosed.
“The bite on every set of teeth I had was

never right until now,” she says.
Theresa left Cork with two other girls to

stay with an order of nuns in Harrow.
“I was helping at a nursing home. The

Reverend Mother sent my two friends back
home but encouraged me to apply for a job
with the Queen’s Household and I worked as
a deputy catering supervisor at Buckingham
Palace.”
Reflecting on her colourful life, she adds

in a beautifully musical Cork accent: “Every
year I get a Christmas card from the Queen.”

Predictably reassuring

Denture Clinic Principal Steven Burchell
Dip CDT RCS(Eng) GDC 108353 with his
thrilled patient Theresa Reardon

I’ll have steak

£500k for
roads after
harshness
of winter

funding.
The borough saw around 

three times more gritting 
this winter than in recent 
years, according to a cabinet 
report.

As a result chiefs have 
decided to spend £240,000 
from capital reserves to im-
prove the condition.

This will top up Govern-
ment cash which has al-
ready been allocated to the 
authority.

Council leader Steve 
Eling said: “The roads have 
taken such a hammering 
this winter – with four or 
five freezes then thaws.

“That is what does the 
damage and it has affected 
the roads in the borough.

“We are going to allocate 
an extra £240,000 of council 
money to help out with road 
repairs.

“That is rainy day money 
from our reserves, and 
would normally be money 
we don’t touch.

“But this year we have 
seen exceptional damage 
so we need to dip into that 
money.

“I think our highways 
officers did really well at 
patching up potholes as they 
occurred, now we need to do 
a proper job of repairing 
them.”

A cabinet report says: “To 
meet [the council’s] duty the 
repair of winter damage is a 
priority each spring.

“This year the winter has 
been severe with around 
three times the number of 
winter gritting operations 
required compared to recent 
years.”

COUNCIL bosses are set to spend more than 
£500,000 in Sandwell to tackle potholes af-
ter the borough’s roads were ‘hammered’ by 
winter weather.

Sandwell Council’s cabinet has earmarked an ex-
tra £240,000 for pothole spending from its reserves 
– which will bolster £310,000 worth of Government 

The cat recovering from her injuries
A CAT suffered serious injuries after it was reportedly 
thrown from a 100ft block of flats.

The RSPCA is appealing for information about the 
cat after local authority CCTV controllers contacted the 
RSPCA to report that they had seen the cat falling from 
high up. It happened at a block of flats in Guild Close, Bir-
mingham on April 6, and they had gone outside to find her 
lying injured on the ground. 

They were even more concerned as they thought they 
had seen a person throw the cat but the footage was not 
clear enough to confirm. An RSPCA officer arrived to help 
the injured animal, and transported her straight to RSPCA 
Newbrook Farm Animal Hospital, as they could see she 
was seriously injured. The cat suffered a broken jaw and 
is being cared for by the hospital staff, who are hopeful she 
will make a full recovery in time.

RSPCA inspector Mike Scargill, said: “This is a very wor-
rying incident and the cat is extremely lucky to be alive.”

Cat survives being
thrown from 100ft up

By David Cosgrove
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Tears for gig on hold
TEARS For Fears has rescheduled the band’s planned gig 
in Birmingham due to health issues.

The 80s icons had been due to play Arena Birmingham 
on May 5. But due to ‘unforeseen health concerns and on 
doctor’s orders’, the band will now play a show in the sec-
ond city next year, say promoters.

They will now perform at the Genting Arena on Febru-
ary 12.
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Fundraising for statue tribute 
to ‘Three Degrees’ falls short
By Luke Bartlett

Report by Megan Archer

Engineering
firm riding
high in F1

Beatrice hits
high note to
help others
beat cancer

A BLACK Country engineering business 
is supplying two of the teams bidding for 
glory in this season’s Formula 1 World 
Championship.

Stephens Gaskets in Alston Road, Old-
bury, has won orders to supply a number 
of parts, mainly highly tolerance bespoke 
shims – metal spacers – used for preloads 
and pre-pressuring.

These parts are crucial for increasing 
and decreasing loads on the power steering 
and their reliability can win or lose a race.

The latests orders follow work that Ste-
phens Gaskets has done for several F1 
motor racing teams over the years.

“They found us initially from our web-
site and we’ve been working with them and 
other F1 companies for a while,” explained 
sales manager Terry Kite.

“Our products are very niche for the 
job they need to do. These are incredibly 
precise shims from 0.01mm, they fit into 
the smallest of spaces, but they’re vital for 
keeping all engineered parts working per-
fectly.”

Stephens Gaskets, established in 1947, 
was originally in Cliveland Street, Bir-
mingham, and moved to Oldbury in 2000.

The company, which employs 22 peo-
ple, is one of the UK’s leading producers 
of shims. These are manufactured from a 
range of materials from brass and alumin-
ium to steel and rubber.

A CANCER survivor who received a 
life-saving bone marrow transplant from 
her brother has launched a musical cam-
paign to help others.

Beatrice Edwards was diagnosed with 
Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, one of the most 
common cancers among 13-to-24-year-olds, 
just two weeks before her 18th birthday.

She underwent several unsuccessful 
chemotherapy treatments before being told 
she would need a life-saving bone marrow 
transplant.

Now 22, the university student has 
launched a music-based campaign – which 
came to West Bromwich on Saturday on its 
latest leg.

“I had to drop out and put my A-levels on 
hold,” said Beatrice of the time she found 
out her diagnosis, now in her final year 
studying for a media degree at Birming-
ham City University. She wants to help 
raise awareness of the importance of reg-
istering to give bone marrow as more than 
70 per cent of sufferers rely on complete 
strangers for donations.

Beatrice says she was one of the lucky 
ones as her brother was a perfect donor 
match.

She has started her campaign by encour-
aging members of an orchestra she plays 
in, The People’s Orchestra, to join the stem 
cell register and to hold a concert at West 
Bromwich Town Hall in support of the 
campaign. She also wants to raise aware-
ness of the Anthony Nolan and DKMS 
Foundation stem cell trusts.

Orchestras interested in getting involved 
in the special concert and individuals want-
ing to sign up to the stem cell register can 
find out more at www.thegreatorches 
traadventure.com

There will also be a donor sign-up event 
with the Anthony Nolan charity at Bir-
mingham City University’s Curzon Build-
ing, tomorrow, Friday from noon to 4pm.

A FRESH campaign to raise the fi-
nal £38,000 needed to honour Albi-
on’s ‘Three Degrees’ with a bronze 
statue has fallen flat. 

The statue will honour Cyrille Regis, 
Brendon Batson and Laurie Cunning-
ham who were nicknamed the Three 
Degrees by West Brom’s manager at the 
time Ron Atkinson.

But the now five-year-long scheme has hit 
another stalling point as project bosses’ latest 
efforts to raise the last £38,000 has fallen flat 
as just £1,765 of the target was raised by 48 
supporters of the campaign.

Despite this, organisers have insisted this is 
not the end of the road for the statue. 

The £38,000 needed is the final sum to see 
the statue brought to life, as already £182,000 
has been raised. 

The man behind the project, Jim Cadman, 
said he has been in talks with Sandwell Coun-
cil and the widow of Cyrille Regis.

Mr Cadman said: “We are speaking with 
Sandwell Council and Cyrille’s widow Julia at 
the moment. 

Spanner
“We are now in the process of setting up 

meetings and we are trying to come together 
to form a plan to move it forward.

“The most enormous amount of effort has 
gone into it. We are trying now to get the final 
amount of money. It has been going on for a 
long time now but this has not put a spanner 
in the works. The Crowdfunder happened 
when everyone was in mourning over Cyrille 
and the focus was on the devastating loss of 
one of Albion’s greatest ever players. 

“The club have got their own views on the 
statue but the situation remains that we are 
still falling short of the money needed.

“We have actually got the statue ready to 
put together and all the work has been com-
pleted. This has not stopped our desire to raise 
the additional cash.

“There is a site already set [for the statue] in 
New Square in West Bromwich.”

The money hoped to be raised will see the 
final touches put on the statue – including 
seeing the whole sculpture having all sections 
welded together before it can be installed.

The Crowdfunder efforts came as both 
sculptor Graham Ibbeson and Jim Cadman 
worked with a team of volunteers to get the 
project complete. 

Fundraisers promised that the 10ft high 
statue would be a permanent tribute to three 
players who had made ‘an enormous contri-
bution’ to the sporting and cultural heritage 
of the country.

Parents asked to pick up their children as 
gas leak scare leads to school being shut
PARENTS were asked to come and col-
lect their children early from a school 
in Sandwell earlier this week – after re-
ports of a gas leak in the area.

Pupils at Wednesbury Oak Academy, 
in Greenacre Road, Tipton, were col-
lected several hours early as staff felt 
it was ‘in the interest of safety’ for the 
children.

It is thought other schools were also 
closed for part of the day, but Sandwell 
Council were unable to confirm which 
ones.

Workers for Cadent Gas are currently 
replacing ageing gas mains in the Al-

exandra Road area of the town and a 
spokesman for the firm confirmed there 
had been a gas leak.

Liz Perrin, chairman of governors at 
the primary school said, on Monday: 
“We contacted Cadent Gas due to a 
strong smell of gas.

“We were informed there was a gas 
leak in the area and that other local 
schools had taken the decision to close.

“In the interest of the safety of our 
children we took the decision to close 

the school and contacted parents.”
A nearby resident, who asked not to 

be named, said that the smell of ‘pure 
gas’ in the area was very strong.

He said: “You can smell it in the 
street all around. 

“We just want to know if we’re in any 
danger.”

Local gas network Cadent is replacing 
old metal gas mains in Alexandra Road 
with ‘tough new plastic pipes’ they say 
will last until the end of the century.

Work started last week and is ex-
pected to take nine weeks overall to 
complete.

THE biggest business event in Black Country 
history is up and running with the backing of 
the nation’s Small Business Minister.

Leading figures from the worlds of business, 
education and politics attended the launch 
event at the Black Country Living Museum, 
marking the start of 122 events over the next 
two weeks aimed at celebrating the culture, 
commerce and innovation of the local area.

Corin Crane, chief executive of Black Coun-
try Chamber of Commerce, who launched the 
idea of the festival, said: “It’s brilliant. Genu-
inely, I couldn’t be more chuffed. 

“We have a story to tell in the Black Coun-
try,” he said, pointing out that the boroughs of 
Dudley, Sandwell and Walsall and city of Wol-
verhampton are home to 36,000 businesses 
employing around half a million people. Small 
Business Minister and Black Country boy An-
drew Griffiths added his support: “This is a 

truly brilliant initiative on behalf of the Black 
Country.”

Born in Coseley to a family that ran an en-
gineering business, Mr Griffiths, now MP for 
Burton upon Trent, said: “You can take the 
lad out of the Black Country, but you can’t 
take the Black Country out of the lad.

“As somebody who has been in business, 
somebody from this region, I know what a 
brilliant place this is, not just to live and work 
in but to do business.”

He joked about having had just two hours 
sleep the night before – his daughter Alice was 
born just 13 days ago – and said: “I’m on pa-
ternity leave, but I had to be here.” 

And he recalled how he had been pictured, 
aged just 12, pulling pints at the Bottle & 
Glass pub at the museum back in 1981 when 
it was first opened by his father, then Mayor 
of Dudley.

Mr Griffiths also hailed the £20 billion con-
tribution the growing Black Country made 
to the UK economy, and spoke of the impor-
tance of businesses getting together at events 
throughout the festival to share best practice 
and improve productivity.

West Midlands Metro Mayor Andy Street 
also spoke of the Black Country’s contribu-
tion to the wide regional economy, which was 
growing two and a half times faster than the 
rest of the country.

The Black Country Business Festival aims 
to showcase the best that businesses in Wol-
verhampton, Sandwell, Dudley and Walsall 
have to offer. A packed programme of business 
events will be taking place right across the re-
gion between now and May 3.

Tickets must be reserved in advance and 
they are available via www.blackcountry busi-
nessfestival.com

Mayor of the West Midlands Andy Street, and Black Country Chamber of Commerce Corin Crane

Minister for Small Business Andrew Griffiths

The scene in the Black Country Living Museum

‘Brilliant’ Black Country business festival backed

Lost jobs see Carillion toll pass 2,200 – official receiver
THE jobs toll from the collapse of Carillion has 
now soared past 2,200 with another set of re-
dundancies announced by the Official Receiver.

This week another 133 jobs have been saved 
with work transferred to new contractors, but 
59 people are being let go.

The Wolverhampton-based group collapsed 
into compulsory liquidation in mid-January, 
causing chaos across hundreds of its construc-
tion and services contracts nationwide. Work 

has been suspended at the £350 million Mid-
land Metropolitan Hospital since Carillion’s 
collapse, and it caused weeks of delays to the 
£700m Paradise redevelopment in Birmingham 
city centre.

But scores of contracts in the private and 
public sector have now been snapped up by new 
companies, preserving the jobs of more than 
11,000 former Carillion workers.

A spokesperson for the Official Receiver said 

on Monday: “A further 133 jobs have been 
saved with employees transferring to new 
suppliers who have picked up contracts that 
Carillion had been delivering. This takes the 
number of employees who have been found se-
cure ongoing employment to more than 11,000.

“Regrettably 59 employees whose positions 
are no longer required as Carillion’s business 
transfers to new suppliers will leave the busi-
ness.”

In total 11,093 jobs have been saved so far, 
and 2,221 have been lost. More than 3,700 peo-
ple remain in limbo, currently retained by the 
Insolvency Service and its special managers, 
accountants PwC, to enable Carillion to deliver 
the remaining services it is providing for public 
and private sector customers.

The include around 180 people still working 
on HR and contract paperwork at the former 
Carillion HQ in Wolverhampton.

The entrance to the school in Alexandra Road, Tipton

Beatrice Edwards, during treatment
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West Bromwich Leisure Centre
0121 580 6430

Whatever place you're into

Call us for more info and to book on 0121 580 6441.

#Iloveswimming

Terms and Conditions apply.
Spaces are limited to

availability.

www.placesforpeopleleisure.org

“Learning to swim.”

Swimming lessons spaces available at West Bromwich LC
Parent and baby, pre-school, junior and adult lessons

Built and operated by Places for People Leisure Ltd in
partnership with Sandwell Council

Tel: 0121 455 6163 / 0121 454 5367
www.sherbornewharf.co.uk

e-mail@sherbornewharf.co.uk

Best Boat
Trips from The

Convention
Centre

CANAL HERITAGE

Public Trips Every Day from Easter to October
Run on weekends October to EasterNO public trips during December

Leaving Regularly from 11.30am 1.00pm 2.30pm & 4.00pm Cruise Birmingham’s Historic Waterways with added Commentary
All boats are centrally heated and equipped with bar and toilets. Our boats are always available for private charter,

parties, corporate entertaining, celebrations, wedding receptions and school parties.

Every Wednesday 6.30pm-8pm
Open to everyone, children must

have an adult with them
at all times

The GAP Centre, Hargate Lane,
B71 1PH

0121 525 4442

Proudly Presents

GAP
Family Singing Group

GAP Family bootcamp with Marie Norton
Every Wednesday

6pm - 7pm
£3 per person

Meet on small car park in Dartmouth Park

Wan o e r some ng ew?W gWant to learn something new?

Sandwell Valley Riding Centre Wigmore Lane, West Bromwich B70 3SU
0121 588 2103 / 07900 188079
www.sandwellridingcentre.co.uk

• Holiday Activities
• School Groups
• Adult/Children

Group Bookings
• Stabled & Grass

Livery
• DIY Livery and

much more

Sandwell Valley Riding Stables have 35 years experience with qualified
staff and are members of the Pony Club and ABRS

Local Solicitors, Baches, can help you make or update your Will
completely FREE OF CHARGE under Cancer Research UK’s
FreeWill Scheme.
There is no catch! If you (or your partner if you are in a couple)
are over 55, you will qualify for a FREE simple Will, with only the
hope of support for the charity, but no obligation! It is that easy!

NEED TOMAKE AWILL?

HaveTeamed Up to Offer You a
FREEWILL!

CANCER
RESEARCH
UK

CANCER

CANCER
RESEARCH
UK

CANCER

andLLP

Contact our specialist team today who can also help you 
with Probate, Powers of Attorney, Trusts, Inheritance Tax,

Care Home Fees and contentious Probate matters.

To contact us today for your FREE Will call 
experienced solicitor

Helen Jolly on 0121 553 3286
or email: helen.jolly@baches.co.uk

FREE PARKING is available at our office in West Bromwich
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Get in the swim at centre for a 
chance to learn life-saving skill

Commercial feature
West Bromwich Leisure Centre - 
spaces available on our swimming 
lesson programme

Swimming lessons will give you 
confidence in the water and a skill for 
life. It’s also lots of fun and a great way 
of keeping active improving stamina, 
balance and posture. We have a 
number of lessons for you to choose 
from including parent and baby, pre-
school, junior and adult lessons. 

All of our lessons are taught by 
qualified teachers and we work to 
the National Governing Body Swim 
England Learn to Swim Pathway in 
all of our sessions. Included in your 
monthly direct debit of just £21.50 per 
month:

l One 30 minute lesson for 50 weeks 
of the year

l Free swimming for the children 
during any public times

l Free stage badges and certificates
l Free hats appropriate for each 

stage
l Swimmer of the month awards
l Access to our home portal where 

you can track your/your child’s 
progress

Even when your child has 
progressed through our stages on 
the swim scheme, there are still many 
different exit routes to take. Read 
more about our lessons and send 
us an enquiry on our website: www.
placesforpeopleleisure.org/centres/
west-bromwich-leisure-centre/news/
learn-to-swim. Alternatively give our 
swimming team a call on 0121 580 
6441 to sign up. #Iloveswimming

Starting young – pre-school and juniors are all included in our lessons for children

There are adult lessons available as well as part of our programme
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A LETTER by Florence Nightingale 
has been discovered more than 100 
years after it was originally sent.

While the letter is difficult to read at times, 
one part that is clear is her annoyance at hav-
ing “a great deal more responsibility than I 
like in the kitchen”. 

The letter was taken in to a valuation day 
run by Hansons Auctioneers at the Hedgehog 
Inn in Lichfield. 

Expert Adrian Rathbone, from Hansons, was 
handed the letter by someone who had found 
it among other letters in the loft of a prop-
erty they had inherited in Lichfield. Mr Rath-
bone said: “I was astonished to see this letter 

penned by one of the most famous women in 
British history at a free valuation day. It has to 
be one of my best finds ever in Lichfield.

“It’s a friendly, chatty letter to a Mrs Bat-
tersby and is dated May 26, 1894. 

The writing paper features a printed ad-
dress, ‘10 South Street, Park Lane’.

“We know Florence spent the final years of 
her life in South Street, London. She died at 
the age of 90 in 1910 so this letter would have 

been written when she was 74 years old. The 
letter’s importance is derived from the fact 
that Florence Nightingale was the founder of 
modern nursing – a Victorian icon.” 

The letter is now to be put up for sale at auc-
tion in July. 

Although an estimate is yet to be decided on. 
Florence Nightingale is known for her nursing 
talents – she trained fellow nurses and tended 
to wounded soldiers during the Crimean War. 

She was often known as ‘The lady with the 
Lamp’.

She started up her own nursing college in 
1860 called St Thomas’ Hospital in London – 
it was the first secular nursing school in the 
world, now part of King’s College London.

Florence Nightingale’s letter will be sold 
at Hansons Auctioneers, Heage Lane, Etwall, 
Derbyshire, on July 2.

Historic letter found from The Lady with the Lamp
An excerpt of Florence Nightingale’s handwritingAdrian Rathbone who found the letter at a free valuation day Victorian icon Florence Nightingale sent the letter

MEMORY LANE
Report by David Cosgrove

Pledge on workers set to 
dive in with centre start
WORK on a £60 million aquat-
ics centre in Sandwell which 
will host Commonwealth 
Games events will start next 
year, a council boss has 
vowed.

The state-of-the-art complex in 
Londonderry Lane, Smethwick 
needs to be up and running by 
2021 ahead of the Games in the 
West Midlands in 2022.

Planning approval for the centre is 
expected later this year, with Sandwell 
Council leader Steve Eling confirming 
work must get under way in early 
2019.

That will leave just over two years 
for the centre to be built, so it is ready 
to host trial events in 2021.

Councillor Eling told the Express & 
Star: “Lots of work is going on behind 
the scenes at the moment.

Advance
“I think we are likely to see plan-

ning approval coming through this 
summer or autumn.

“Then we are going to have to see 
building work getting started on the 
site in early 2019.

“The centre has got to be ready in 
2021 for a pre-trial.

“It has to be used well in advance 
[of the Games] so everything has been 
tested. It will need to be ready by 2021.

“That will mean that by 2022 
everything is going to be perfect.”

The aquatics centre will host swim-
ming and diving events at the Games, 
after Birmingham was confirmed as 
the host city.

Once the Games are over, the centre 
will then serve as a leisure facility for 
people in the area. 

It has also been confirmed that 
the aquatics centre will act as a re-

placement for the outdated Smeth-
wick Swimming Centre, also known 
as Thimblemill Baths, and Langley 
Swimming Centre, which will close 
when the new facility is ready.

The aquatics centre will also have 
two activity studios, a 12-court sports 
hall, a 125-station gym, a 25-station 

ladies-only gym, an indoor cycling stu-
dio, a sauna/steam room and a café.

The cost of building the new centre 
will be met by various organisations, 
including the Commonwealth Games 
Organising Committee, Sandwell 
Council and Black Country Local En-
terprise Partnership, the council said.

How the £60 million aquatics centre should look after it is built in Smethwick

The site of the centre, situated off Londonderry Lane

Naked butler courier
for £1.2m drugs gang

A NAKED butler faces jail 
over helping transport can-
nabis as part of a £1.2 million 
drugs racket.

Male model Mathin Durrani 
– a former University of Wolver-
hampton student – told a jury 
large cash deposits into his ac-
count came from his work as a na-
ked butler for ‘Hunks in Trunks’.

But they dismissed his story and 
the 21-year-old, originally from York 
Street, Wolverhampton, along with 
three other men from the city – now 
faces prison over a racket that saw 
around 400 kilos of cannabis worth 
around £1.2m ferried from Wolver-
hampton to Exeter.

Durrani was caught red-handed on 
September 28 last year by police as he 
delivered a 14 kilo consignment of can-
nabis to a contact near Exeter. 

Courier
He claimed he had been forced to 

undertake 32 delivery trips through 
threats to harm his family but a jury at 
Exeter Crown Court found him guilty 
of three counts of conspiracy to supply 
cannabis.

 Durrani, aged 21, now of Westley 
Court, West Bromwich, was remanded 
in custody and will be sentenced later.

The court heard he was the main 
courier for a gang run by dealer Fatos 
Metua with the help of sidekicks Ro-
land Toska and Kosrat Ali.

Builder Metua, 46, of Paget Road, 
Wolverhampton; Roland Toska, 37, 
of Park Road, Wolverhampton; and 
Kosrat Ali, 25, of Clifford Street, Wol-
verhampton, have all admitted three 
counts of conspiracy. 

Six men from Exeter, also pleaded 
guilty to their part in the conspiracy.

Mathin Durrani, who faces jail over his role in transporting cannabis

A POLICE cordon was placed around 
Arena Birmingham after a suspicious 
package was found in a ‘deliberate 
hoax’. 

Police sealed off areas around the 
venue, formerly the NIA, after a staff 
member found the package. Officers 
were alerted at around 8am last Tues-
day to the venue, off King Edwards 
Road, close to Brindleyplace.

West Midlands Police confirmed a 

cordon would remain in place as in-
vestigations continued at the scene 
during the day.

A spokesman said: “The area was 
cordoned off but it has since been 
confirmed that the package was a de-
liberate hoax and the matter will be 
investigated accordingly.” There was 
traffic disruption due to the cordon.

Anyone with information is urged 
to call West Midlands Police on 101. 

Bombscare sparks cordon



WAGGON& HORSES

Real Ale
Public
House

GUEST ALES
NOWON SALE
INCLUDING BATHAMS

JOIN OUR
NEW

LOYALTY
CARD

SCHEME
10p back for every £1.00 spent

Ask inside for more details
Terms and conditions apply.

FREE JUKEBOX EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT

Church Street, Oldbury B69 3AD

BEING SHOWN
LIVE HERE

COMMERCIAL FEATURE

TRADITIONAL REAL ALE PUB
Manager Mandy always
ensure a warm welcome to
customers old and new at the
Waggon & Horses in Oldbury.

Waggon & Horses also showcase
all the major sporting events from
Football to Boxing all featured
on Sky Sports, BT Sports and
Box Nation.

We will be showing David Haye V
Tony Bellew on Saturday 5th May,
where FREE food will be on offer.

The pub itself boasts a wide
range of ciders, lagers, wines and

spirits including ‘Real Ales’ which
they rotate weekly. Regulars very
often enjoy ales such as Bathams,
AJ Ales, Oakham, JHB, Stairway
To Heaven and MA Pardoes
Entire, Plus many more!.

The pub also run a loyalty scheme
which means customers get
10p back on their card for every
pound spend.

The pub also has regular live
entertainment over weekends and
also offers a FREE Juke box on a
Friday night.
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WE’RE WITH
THE BAND . . .
INSIDE

@TheTicket_Star



Is Your Pub worthy of the title

EXPRESS AND STAR
‘Pub Of The Year 2018’?
If so we want to hear from you.

Call Daniel on 01384 353227

function
room
for...
Wedding
Receptions,
Birthday
Parties,

Anniversaries
and

Funerals

£4.49 Monday - Saturday
• £6.79 Sunday

Food served : Mon-Sat 12:00-20:30
Sundays 12:00-17:30

Dovecote
The

pub & carvery
Hill Top • West Bromwich • B70 0SD

0121 556 0008

7 DAY
CARVERY
7 DAY
CARVERY

ANTIQUE COLLECTORS
& VINTAGE FAIR

UTTOXETER RACECOURSE
(SATNAVST14 8BD)A518 / A38 / SIGNPOSTEDA50

SATURDAY/SUNDAY
28TH & 29TH APRIL

100 + STALLS INSIDE +
OUTSIDE PITCHES

10AM - 4PM ADM.£1.50
CHILDREN FREE

PLENTY OF FREE PARKING
ANTIQUE FORUM

01782 393660 / 07921659798

♥
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I
t’s one of the most popular new
musicals in Britain. The Band tells the
story of what it’s like to be in a boy
band and was written by Tim Firth in
conjunction with Take That stars, Gary
Barlow, Howard Donald, Mark Owen,

Robbie Williams.
The show opened at Manchester Opera House in

September to critical and public acclaim. It comes to
Birmingham Hippodrome from May 1 to 12.
For five 16 year-old friends in 1992, ‘the band’ is

everything. Twenty five years on, we are reunited with
the same group of friends, now 40-something women, as
they try once more to fulfil their dream of meeting their
heroes.
Tim is delighted it’s proven so popular. “The band

came about because Gary and I have known each other
since pre-Take That. He went and did Take That and we
kept in touch and then halfway through, when they first
split up, he asked what I thought about doing a musical.
I’d done Our House, the Madness musical, which I
enjoyed because the lyrics and story worked. There was
a story hidden in there.
“At first, I wasn’t sure that was the case with Take That.

The story and songs didn’t match up, so we ditched it.
“And then they got reborn and this whole other

catalogue of work emerged. It was bigger, longer and
more mature. We were in this unique position of having
this longevity with a gap.
“So the idea came up of doing it again and I still said

‘no’. But gradually that changed and the story became
about a female character, not the band. The words ‘Take
That’ are never mentioned in the show.”

SKETCH
Tim is used to writing hits. He grew up in Warrington

before moving to study at Cambridge University, where
his contemporaries included David Baddiel and Sam
Mendes.
“David’s one of my closest friends and he was the year

above me. I wrote all the music for his shows and then my
own. What Cambridge does is makes you write. Writers
learn about writing by writing.
“We’re not novelists. If you are writing for production

or for sketch or comedy you have to get it out in front of
people. The great thing about all universities, not just
Cambridge, is that.
“But Cambridge also has a vibrant lineage, which

encourages it. And it’s so bl**dy big; it’s like a small city
in terms of colleges so it’s very fertile in terms of cross
pollination.
“You are meeting people from different backgrounds. I

went to a comprehensive school in Warrington and ended
up mixing with private school kids and people whose
parents were in the business. The truth is, you have to
brave it out and realise that you have three years to really
use that time. Cambridge was very much a springboard.”
One of Tim’s biggest hits was Calendar Girls. The play

was adapted by Tim from his own film and found favour
with audiences across the UK during its 2008/09 tour, and
in the process broke the all time British box office record
for a play and also continued to sell out during its West
End residency.
In 2010, the hit comedy embarked on a UK country

wide tour, one of the largest ever for a play.
Tim says: “Calendar Girls is a very unusual piece. It

touched people. A large percentage of the audience
would have been touched by the brushes with the illness.
What is fascinating about it for me is that the most moving
part was the second act where people claw their way
back to hope. The hope and the challenging of despair
with wit, which is what the comedy was all about, really
connects. We all know what it’s like on stage to watch
people suffer and die. That’s been there for thousands of
years.
“But the resilience of the human spirit and that fight to

find light and comedy and repair relationships is the more
moving. The audience are responding to hope, rather
than despair. The tragedy is very quick in the first act. The

rest is a gradual ascent into light and optimism and hope.
“When the idea came up for Calendar Girls, there were

ideas of middle aged women taking their clothes off for
a calendar, which is funny. But it won’t get you through a
full evening. We sensed there was something else behind
it. It’s the defiance and the ascent into light. It applies to
all people, including those not stricken with illness. We’ve
all suffered failures, like the break-up of a marriage, and
then you have to decide how to react. What made the first
one potent was that it was born out of tragedy.”
Tim has strong connections with the West Midlands,

having participated in courses run by the Arvon
Foundation, which is based at the former home of
Don’t Look Back In Anger playwrite, John Osborne, in
Shropshire.

“My association with them began when I spent the
most important week of time at uni at the Lumb Bank one.
I turned up because it was run by Willy Russell, who’d
just written Blood Brothers. I wanted to write musicals but
we ended up having to write dialogue and I found that I
enjoyed it and people laughed.
“When I went to university I went slightly with that wind

under my wings. University is full of actors. I also met
Sam Mendes there, who directed some of my stuff. I was
able to learn very quickly in public what my failings and
strengths were.”
Andy Richardson

l For more entertainment news and reviews see The
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday.

Fab five – The Band features the
music of Take That

The words
‘Take That’
are never
mentioned
in the show

Could it bemagic?
We really hope so



ALIs K TCHENK T
I n d i a n Ta k e a w a y

Tel: 0121 557 6868 24 Market Place, Great Bridge, Tipton, DY4 7EL
Open 6 days a week

Sunday-Thursday: 5.30 till 11.00 Friday & Saturday: 5.30 till 12.00 Closed every Monday except Bank Holidays

FREE HOME DELIVERY
Within 3 mile radius, minimum order of £8 | 10% discount on collection orders over £10

Discount valid from Sunday to Thursdays. | Minimum spend £10.00. | Only available with this Advert.

FREE Onion Bhajee, Chicken
Tikka or Sheek Kebab

✁

✁

ND US ON FIND US ONI

MUMBOII
S P I C E

AUTHENTIC INDIAN TAKEAWAY

£8.95
Every Day

Mumbai Special Rice, Mumbai Special Nan – Add £1.50 extra, For King Prawn £2.00 extra
Excludes Combination and Fish Dishes (items marked* are not included in this offer)

4 Course Meal
Popadom, Onion Salad and Mint Sauce

Any Starter, Any Main Course, Rice or Naan

0121 559 5799
0121 559 4281

58 High Street,
Blackheath B65 0EH

20% OFF
WITH ORDERS

OVER £25
Not to be used with

any other offer

NASSA
Truck, Car

and Bike Gathering to celebrate
Tom Rowland life and

raise money for
Air Ambulance

DKRFC

Kingswinford

DY6 0AW

£25 per vehicle or camping for 2 people,
for the weekend, an extra £10 per person.

Public on Saturday and Sunday on gate £5.
Under 16 FreeContact:

Alan on 07758 423453
or facebook: NASSA gathering

4th, 5th,
6th, 7th

May 2018
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Explore and survive
a frozen landscape
Games don’t have to be all-action to enthral, as
shown by Impact Winter, the new survival game from
Bandai Namco/Mojo Bones.
The player takes a God-like view from above as you
help Jacob and his team of survivors as they try to
survive in a post-apocalypse frozen landscape. The
group are holed up in a derelict church and need to
venture into the gloomy wintery landscape to find
resources to keep them going until the promised
rescue mission arrives. You will need wits and
strategy, and keep one eye on your health meter, to
make it but have help from a robot pal named Ako-
Light. Trudging through the snow may not be all that
appealing after the winter we just had but Impact
Winter is an engaging and atmospheric PC game now
also launched for PlayStation 4 and Xbox One.

It’s been six years since P
B, the alias for Ben Drew,
pictured, last hit the road
for a solo UK tour. Now
he’s back to preview
the release of his new
album, Heaven Before
Hell Breaks Loose, which
follows on May 4. The star
will headline Birmingham’
O2 Academy tomorrow nig
(Friday) for a sell-out show.
Heaven Before Hell Breaks Loose is the rapper’s
first new album in eight years. His last record, The
Defamation of Strickland Banks, hit number one
and sold more than a million copies.

Plan B heaven sent
for Birmingham gig

WELSH rockers Manic Street Preachers hit a
lucky 13 with their latest album Resistance is
Futile and a tour which brings them to Arena
Birmingham tomorrow night (Friday).
Of their first album in four years, the band’s Nicky

Wire says: “The main themes of Resistance Is Futile
are memory and loss; forgotten history; confused
reality and art as a hiding place and inspiration. It’s
obsessively melodic, in many ways referencing both
the naive energy of Generation Terrorists and the
orchestral sweep of Everything Must Go.
“After delay and difficulties getting started, the

record has come together really quickly over the last
few months through a surge of creativity and some old
school hard work.”

Following the musical departures of 2013’s largely
acoustic Rewind the Film and the electronics of 2014’s
Futurology, Resistance Is Futile heralds a return to
a classic Manics sound described by the band as
“widescreen melancholia”.
The songs on the album are the first recorded in the

band’s new Door to the River studio (near Newport).
While not overly fixated by the current news cycle,
the album does obliquely confront subjects such as
predatory tech companies and the impact of the 2016
referendum on personal relationships.
Support at the city centre venue will be from The

Wirral’s psychedelic pop/rockers The Coral, who
released their eighth album, Distance Inbetween, in
2016.

HORMONES and hilarity are
the order of the day when a
marvellously middle-aged
celebrity cast will be featured
in a popular musical which is
returning to the region.
Following previous sell out UK

and Irish Tours, and a triumphant
return to Wolverhampton last
month, Menopause the Musical will
be at Birmingham’s New Alexandra
Theatre at 4pm and 7.30pm on
Saturday. The show will also be
staged at The Place in Telford on
May 18 at 5pm and 8pm and at
Stafford Gatehouse Theatre at 4pm
and 8pm on May 24.

Armed with memory loss one-
liners and innuendo-laden versions
of pop classics, the tour has been
filling venues around the UK.
Starring Cheryl Fergison,

pictured, who was EastEnders
favourite Heather Trott, Maureen
Nolan, Casualty’s Rebecca
Wheatley and Hilary O’Neil, from
ITV Copy Cats, the hysterical
musical has entertained and
inspired women across the world
since 2001.
This hilarious celebration of

women and ‘The Change’, is an
all-singing, all-dancing comedy
bringing together four women at a
department store sale, who on first

appeara
have nothing
in common. However, the sale of
a black lace bra soon stimulates
comical female heart-to-hearts on
hot flushes, night sweats, chocolate
binges and plastic surgery.
Meanwhile, Cheryl Fergison has

also been announced as one of
the cast for Amanda Whittington’s
Ladies Day, a comedy about a
memorable day at the races, being
staged at Wolverhampton Grand
Theatre from July 13 to 28.
Her co-stars in this eagerly-

awaited in-house production by the
Lichfield Street theatre will include
Deena Payne, Viv from Emmerdale.

Preaching resistance with
the Manics’ 13th album

The heat is on for
Cheryl and co
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Manic Street Preachers



Overseas 12-month gift subscriptions are available from: Europe £73.56,
rest of the world £110.76 (Includes P&P, Direct Debit or Pre-payment)

To subscribe call our free customer
care hotline on 0800 146 540

HALF PRICE
SUBSCRIPTION OFFER

JUST £2.00 PER MONTH (INC. P&P)
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Address: Grove Lane, Wightwick
Guide price: £775,000Agent: Peter James PropertyThis unique and enchanting Victorian

property set over four storeys enjoys an
elevated position with glorious viewsWhy buy?Duntally has a rich history and wonderful period

features. It is set within extensive grounds

includingmysterious follies, caves, terraces, flower

gardens, a large Victorian hot-house and secret

hidden spaces. It enjoys breathtaking views of the

valley below. The property comes complete with

a separate self-contained detached residence,

Duntally Lodge.

Fab for a family or cosy for a
couple?There’s no shortage of space. Duntally is an

excellent family home, combining the grandeur

of formal reception spaces with unusually cosy,

informal living areas, quirky original features and

generous grounds. Themain house has four double

bedrooms, while a further bedroom can be found at

Duntally Lodge. The lodge could be used by an older

elative or a young person who is looking tomove

ut of home but wants family close at hand. It could

en be rented out, providing valuable income.and-out featuresre are countless features that give this property

nique charm. The splendid dining room is

ubstantial size, with an impressive timber

marble fireplace and solid oak flooring. The

rty has two large cave-cellars, carved into

cient bedrockwhich forms the valley wall.

akfast kitchen is a lovely family spacewhich

s a pleasing contrast to themore formal

ception rooms. The largemaster bedroom

bly one of the finest rooms in the house and

iet, bright and airy setting fromwhich to

views.

re the grounds like?eway there is a small pond and garden
a classical statue is embedded within
wall. Extensive stone patio space
with stone balustrading surround
above the driveway, decorated with
ngeas, a pear tree and climbing plants.
ty rose garden and several mature
ing damsons, gooseberries and
d a wonderful Victorian hot-house,
n gardener. Panoramic views of
ly estate can be enjoyed from the
e uppermost corner of the gardens.mes Property, Tettenhall,
ww.peterjamesproperty.com
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At the cutting edge of cuisine
. . . chef N

itisha Patel with her first b
ook, My Modern Indian Kitchen.

SPICE UP YOUR life!

S
he dreams of being

a celebrity
chef

– and Nitisha Patel cer
tainly has

the

skill to succeed.
The 29-year-o

ld from

Merridale was previo
usly the face of Indian

readymeals at Te
sco and just a fewmonths

agowas named as one of the 100 Black

Country M
asters fo

r her culi
nary prow

ess.

Last year
, she released

her first b
ook,

My Modern Indian Kitchen, f
eaturing

ideas

for street
food and

snacks, c
urries, fe

asts,

vegetaria
n dishes as

well as ligh
tly spiced

,

often fruity des
serts. Th

e book went globa
l,

selling copies as
far away as Can

ada and

Australia
. NowNitisha is

writing a follow-up

book, foc
using on Indian superfoo

d.

“A lot of sup
erfood dates bac

k to ancient

times in India and I want to go back to those

recipes b
ut make themmore accessibl

e and

modernise
them,” she say

s.

Her first b
ook featured

60 recipe
s, but this

next one
will havemore. “I’m thinking around

100, I want to take it up a notch now,” she

says. “My first boo
k went globa

l and to see it

published
in a different

language
, I couldn

’t

understa
nd a word but it was so beautiful

to

see.
“At that ti

me I had a lot goin
g on but I was

an unknown author fr
omWolverham

pton

and to seemy book inWaterstone
s, Amazon

andWH Smith, that’s
massive. It

means the

world tome and really boo
stedme.”

After stud
ying for a degree in

culinary

artsmanagement at Un
iversity C

ollege

Birmingham, Nitisha w
orked as

a head chef

for housi
ng and care provider

Midland Heart

beforemoving into food developm
ent.

“I have been cooking since I was a little

girl, and I’ve been professio
nal since

I was 16,”

she says. “I sp
entmy family holida

ys withmy

nan and learned from her.

“It is an eclectic m
ix, taking

my chef

training and Indian training,
I came up with

masala roast din
ners and

curried fish pie.”

Now living in London,
Nitisha hopes he

r

celebrity
chef drea

m could become a reality.

“I think there’s a
gap in themarket for

a

British Asian female chef who has worked in

hotels an
d done the long hours an

d came ou

fighting.”

Has she encounte
red any preju

dice as

a woman? “Yes,
for all sor

ts of reas
ons;

managers
thinking you won’t do well, and

your pee
rsmaking it hard for you. If

it was

an office environm
ent you would go to HR

have had to really str
uggle but at the

sam

time be a bitmore thick skinned.”

She is plannin
g an event late

r this y

celebrate
women in the indus

try.

“I want tomake it a nation
al thing

get chefs
involved

from all over th
e co

Women in gastrono
my are doing

well and I want to be the

ambassador
.”

n See pages 55
-57

for some of Nitisha
’s

recipes.

Rising star chef
Nitisha Patel talk

s toHeather B
roome about her

latest ven
tures
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CELEBRATING THE CITY AND BEYOND

From
BROOKSIDE to

Fab
frocks
FASHION

IDEAS for a
special
occasion

That’s the
spirit!
City gin lover

concocts
cool cultural
blend

BEAUTY
BOOST
SKINCARE
PIONEER

fromPattingham
SHARES

HER STORY

Claire Sweeney stars in at the

Watercolour
MASTERS
Claverley artist
leads global
exhibition

Liverpool&theTerracottaWarriors

Coachpackageholidays are subject to Just Go! Holidays terms and conditionswhich are basedon theBondedCoachHolidayGroupTradingCharter. Tours offered subject to
availability. Errors andomissions excepted. Prices shownare per person, basedon twopeople sharing adbl/twin room. Single supplements apply.

in association with

For more information
or to book, please call:

or visit online at:

Quote JGRT03332 341 875
justgoholidays.com/RT 033 numbers are free within inclusive

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.

Departing Sunday 19 Aug
From Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton

Departing Thursday 30 Aug
From Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton

Price Includes...
� Return coach travel

� 1 night DBB at our selected hotel

� Entrance to the Terracotta Warriors exhibition
at the World Museum, Liverpool

Price Includes...
� Return coach travel

� 2 nights DBB at a selected hotel

� Steam train journey behind the Union of South
Africa on the Nene Valley Railway

� En-route visit to Cambridge

Terracotta Warriors
in Liverpool

The Union of South Africa
Steam Train & Classic Cambridge

£115 £195
only only2 Days

By Coach
3 Days
By Coach

DudleyChronicle

Your Chronicle
AI009091

BBC1 BBC2 ITV CHANNEL 4 CHANNEL 5 DIGITALCHOICE
6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen
Live. 11.30 The Hairy Bikers’ Asian
Adventure. (R) 12.00 Football Focus.
1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Live
Snooker: The World Championship. The
afternoon session on day eight at the
Crucible Theatre in Sheffield. 4.30 Final
Score. 5.20 A Question of Sport. (R)
5.50 Celebrity Mastermind. (R)
6.20 Ready or Not. Crumpet the talking

dog surprises a passer-by in
Stratford, Quiztina quizzes the
good people of Blackpool, and
Sam and Mark are back in their
Gameshow Lift.

6.50 BBC News.
7.00 Regional Programme.
7.10 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander

Armstrong and Richard Osman
present a star-studded version of
the general knowledge quiz, with
Denise Van Outen and Lydia
Bright, Michelle Ackerley and
Arthur Smith, Ann Widdecombe
and Tyger Drew-Honey, and
singing duo Foster & Allen.

8.00 Who Dares Wins. Nick Knowles
presents the game show in which
two pairs of complete strangers
team up, each battling to outdo the
other by listing as much as they
know about a given subject.

8.40 Casualty. Ethan is in danger of
crossing a line with Leigh-Anne,
while Robyn throws away a
present from Glen after he
questions whether she is fit to be
in work. Bea wakes up in an alley
calling for help, which comes in
the form of nightclub bouncer
Johnny, who initially refuses
treatment for his own nasty cut.

9.30 Mrs Brown’s Boys. Newlyweds
Dermot and Maria argue over
whether they should buy their own
home, while Grandad hopes to
witness his own funeral. (R)

10.00BBC News; Weather.
10.20Match of the Day. Gary Lineker

presents highlights of the latest
Premier League matches,
including Bournemouth v
Southampton at the Vitality
Stadium and Swansea City v
Chelsea at the Liberty Stadium.

11.45The Button. Game show set
simultaneously in the houses of
five UK families, whose members
compete to win challenges
determined by The Button in the
comfort of their living rooms. (R)

12.15 Film: City Slickers II: The Legend
of Curly’s Gold. (1994)

6.15 David Attenborough’s Natural
Curiosities. (R) 6.40 Naomi’s Nightmares
of Nature. 7.10 The Pets Factor. 7.30 The
Dengineers. 8.00 Absolute Genius:
Monster Builds. 8.30 Beyond Bionic.
9.00 Robot Wars. (R) 10.00 Live
Snooker: The World Championship.
12.00Wanted Down Under. (R) 12.45
Flipping Profit. (R) 1.30 Britain’s Biggest
Warship. (R) 2.30 Top of the Shop with
Tom Kerridge. (R) 3.30 Top of the Shop
with Tom Kerridge. (R) 4.30 Live
Snooker: The World Championship. 5.30
Britain in Bloom. (R)
6.00 Antiques Road Trip. Arusha Irvine

and Philip Serrell’s challenge
concludes in Gloucestershire as
they take a Victorian marmalade
cutter and a 16th-century bronze
thimble to auction. (R)

7.00 Live Snooker: The World
Championship. Hazel Irvine
introduces coverage of the final
session on day eight at the
Crucible Theatre in Sheffield,
where one second-round match
concludes and another gets under
way.

8.00 The Forest.Mark Bonnar narrates
a documentary following the
people who live and work in
Galloway Forest Park, where
600,000 tons of timber is
produced every year.

8.30 Dad’s Army. Classic comedy with
the Home Guard. (R)

9.00 Civilisations on Your Doorstep. In
a companion programme to
Civilisations, classicist Mary Beard
goes in search of extraordinary
works of art from all over the
world that can be seen in Britain.

10.00Performance Live: Akala
Presents The Ruins of Empires. A
performance piece by Akala, using
animation and emerging
technology.

10.30The Assassination of Gianni
Versace: American Crime Story.
Andrew watches as the news of
the murder of Gianni Versace
breaks across the world’s media,
and he is named publicly as his
killer. Last in the series. (R)

11.25Snooker: TheWorld
Championship. Highlights of the
concluding session on day eight at
the Crucible Theatre in Sheffield,
where one second-round match
was set to come to a finish.
Presented by RobWalker.

12.15 Snooker: World Championship
Extra. 2.15 Civilisations. (R)

6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan:
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Super 4. (R)
6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R)
7.00 Star Wars Freemaker Adventures.
(R) 7.25 The Tom and Jerry Show. (R)
7.30 Teen Titans Go! (R) 7.45 Adventure
Time. (R) 8.00 Thunderbirds Are Go.
8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Zoe Ball on
Saturday. 9.25 James Martin’s Saturday
Morning. 11.20 Film: Nanny McPhee
and the Big Bang. (2010) 1.20 ITV News;
Weather. 1.30 ITV Racing: Live from
Sandown. Coverage of today’s meetings
at Sandown Park, Haydock Park and
Leicester. 4.00 Tipping Point. (R) 5.00
The Chase. (R)
6.00 ITV News; Weather.
6.15 Regional Programme;Weather.
6.30 Ninja Warrior UK. Celebrity

contestants including McFly’s
Harry Judd and Paralympian Dan
Powell test their strength, speed
and courage in this obstacle-
course challenge, hosted by Ben
Shephard, Rochelle Humes and
Chris Kamara. Those who make it
to the end of the adrenaline-fuelled
mission face one final task –
scaling the heights of a tower
named Mount Midoriyama – as
they battle it out for the title of
Ninja Warrior UK.

7.30 Harry Hill’s Alien Fun Capsule.
The comedian hosts the madcap
panel show, with Johnny Vegas,
Jimmy Osmond, Sue Johnston
and Samantha Giles tasked with
saving planet Earth from any
potential alien invasion.

8.00 Britain’s Got Talent. Ant and Dec
host the third heat of the
nationwide talent search, which
sees a wide variety of acts, from
comedians to contortionists,
singers to spoon players, compete
for the chance to win a huge cash
prize and a coveted slot at the
Royal Variety Performance.

9.20 The Keith & Paddy Picture Show.
Keith Lemon and Paddy
McGuinness recreate Pretty
Woman.

9.50 ITV News; Weather.
10.05Film: Overboard. (1987) A spoilt

heiress suffers amnesia after
falling off her yacht and is taken in
by a carpenter, who claims to be
her husband. Comedy, starring
Goldie Hawn and Kurt Russell.

12.15 Change Your Tune. (R) 1.10
Jackpot247. 3.00 Babushka. (R)

6.15Motor Sport: Caterham. 6.40 The
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 The King of
Queens. (R) 7.30 Everybody Loves
Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody Loves
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Everybody Loves
Raymond. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30
Frasier. (R) 10.00 The Big Bang Theory.
(R) 10.25 The Big Bang Theory. (R)
10.55 Formula 1 Azerbaijan Grand Prix
Practice 3 Live. 12.25 F1 Meets Jackie
Stewart. (R) 12.55 Formula 1 Azerbaijan
Grand Prix Qualifying Live. Coverage
from the Baku City Circuit (Start-time
2.00pm). 3.45 Car SOS. (R) 4.45 A Place
in the Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 5.30 The
Secret Life of the Zoo. (R)
6.30 Channel 4 News.
7.00 The Restoration Man: Best

Builds. George Clarke looks back
at four memorable industrial
conversions from the programme.
A couple in rural Rothbury,
Northumberland, battled through
ill health to restore the 17th-
century ThrumMill, while two
novices took on more than they
bargained for with a pair of listed
barns in Herefordshire. A free-
spirited maverick worked single-
handedly to restore an idyllic
lochside ice house in Argyll and
Bute, and in Hertfordshire, a
young family toiled to find the
perfect design solution to breathe
new life into a Victorian pumping
station. (R)

8.00 Britain’s Most Historic Towns.
Alice Roberts tells the story of
Tudor England by studying the
history of Norwich, learning the
harsh reality of religious
intolerance and experiencing
humiliating Tudor justice.

9.00 Film: Iron Man. (2008) Arms
manufacturer Tony Stark is taken
hostage by a terrorist group and
realises the weapons his company
build have been falling into the
wrong hands. Using his
engineering skills to construct a
hi-tech armoured suit, he manages
to escape and then puts the
technology to good use in the fight
against evil around the world.
Superhero adventure, starring
Robert Downey Jr.

11.25Film: The Maze Runner. (2014) A
teen with no memory in an
isolated community must find his
way through a deadly labyrinth in
search of freedom. Sci-fi
adventure, with Dylan O’Brien.

1.30 Undercover Boss USA. (R) 2.20
Hollyoaks. (R)

6.00Milkshake! 9.55 Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 The Gadget
Show. (R) 11.25 Police Interceptors. (R)
12.25 Police Interceptors. (R) 1.25
Police Interceptors. (R) 2.30 Live Aviva
Premiership Rugby Union. Gloucester v
Bath (Kick-off 3.00pm). 5.15World’s
Scariest Animal Attacks. (R)
6.00 World’s Deadliest Weather:

Caught on Camera. A tornado
tears a mile-wide path through the
city of Moore in Oklahoma, and
flash floods in Glenridding in
Cumbria push tonnes of rubble
into the village. (R)

7.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away!
Agents Paul and Steve face a
moral dilemma in south London,
when they find out the tenant they
have been instructed to evict is on
his way to a funeral. Elsewhere,
Stewart and Victor chase £1,000
from a debtor who has defaulted
on his payment plan, but they are
subjected to abuse and the police
are called to a driveway standoff.
Plus, two agents try to recover
£1,600 worth of goods from the
owner of an entertainment
company after a wedding day
dispute, and in west London, a
landlady is owned £9,000 in rent
arrears by a young mother. (R)

8.00 Can’t Pay?We’ll Take It Away!
Agents Stewart and Elmore face
the most challenging eviction of
their careers, while Brian and Del
chase £2,000 worth of debt owed
by a business based in Kent. (R)

8.55 5 NewsWeekend.
9.00 Football on 5: The Championship.

Colin Murray introduces highlights
from the weekend’s games in the
Championship, including
Wolverhampton Wanderers v
Sheffield Wednesday and Hull City
v Cardiff City.

10.00Football on 5: Goal Rush. Colin
Murray introduces all the goals
from the weekend’s games in
Leagues One and Two, including
Wigan Athletic v AFCWimbledon
and Yeovil Town v Mansfield Town.

10.30Film: Dances with Wolves.
(1990) A soldier alone at a remote
outpost is adopted into a Sioux
tribe during the American Civil
War. Oscar-winning Western,
directed by and starring Kevin
Costner. With Mary McDonnell.

1.35 SuperCasino. 3.10 The Yorkshire
Vet. (R) 4.00 Jack the Ripper: Missing
Evidence. (R) 4.45 House Doctor. (R)
5.10Wildlife SOS. (R)

BBC Four
7.00 Atlantic: The Wildest Ocean on Earth
8.00Wild Burma: Nature’s Lost Kingdom
9.00 Salamander: Blood Diamonds 10.35
Land of the Lost Wolves 11.35 Top of the
Pops: 1985 12.05 Jeff Beck: Still on the
Run 1.35 Atlantic: The Wildest Ocean on
Earth 2.35Wild Burma: Nature’s Lost
Kingdom 3.35 Close
ITV2
11.45 Britain’s Got More Talent 12.45
Ninja Warrior UK 1.45 Film: Yogi Bear
(2010) 2.45 FYI Daily 2.50 Film: Yogi
Bear (2010) 3.25 Film: The Mummy
Returns (2001) 4.25 FYI Daily 4.30 Film:
The Mummy Returns (2001) 5.45 Film:
The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of
the Ring (2001) 6.45 FYI Daily 6.50 Film:
The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of
the Ring (2001) 9.20 Britain’s Got More
Talent 10.20 Celebrity Juice 11.05 Family
Guy 12.30 American Dad! 1.25 The
Cleveland Show 1.55 Plebs 2.25
CelebAbility 3.00 Teleshopping
ITV3
12.55 Agatha Christie’s Marple 3.00
Film: Carry On Screaming (1966) 5.00
Midsomer Murders 11.05 Vera 1.05 Law
& Order: UK 2.00 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30
Teleshopping
ITV4
12.50 Film: Chisum (1970) 1.55 FYI
Daily 2.00 Film: Chisum (1970) 3.05
Merry Christmas Mr Bean 3.35Mr Bean
4.10 Film: Every Which Way But Loose
(1978) 5.10 FYI Daily 5.15 Film: Every
Which Way But Loose (1978) 6.25 Film:
Moonraker (1979) 7.25 FYI Daily 7.30
Film:Moonraker (1979) 9.00 Film: Safe
House (2012) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10
Film: Safe House (2012) 11.20 Film:
American Gangster (2007) 12.20 FYI
Daily 12.25 Film: American Gangster
(2007) 2.25 Tommy Cooper 2.50 ITV4
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping
E4
11.00 The Goldbergs 1.30 Brooklyn
Nine-Nine 2.00 Young Sheldon 2.30 The
Big Bang Theory 8.00 Film: SnowWhite
& the Huntsman (2012) 10.30 The
Inbetweeners: Fan Favourites 1.15
Gogglebox 2.20 Tattoo Fixers 3.15 Rude
Tube 4.05 How I Met Your Mother 4.50
Rude(ish) Tube
Film4
11.00 Thunderbirds Are Go! (1966) 1.00
The Book of Life (2014) 2.50Multiplicity
(1996) 5.05 EnemyMine (1985) 7.10
Chronicle (2012) 8.50 Beast Interview
Special 9.00 Non-Stop (2014) 11.05
Horns (2013) 1.25 The Raven (2012)
3.40 Close

IronMan
(Channel 4, 9pm)
Armsmanufacturer Tony Stark
is taken hostage by a terrorist
group and realises the weapons
his company build have been
falling into the wrong hands.
Using his engineering skills to
construct a hi-tech armoured
suit, he manages to escape and
then puts the technology to
good use in the fight against evil
around the world. Superhero
adventure, starring Robert
Downey Jr, Jeff Bridges,
Gwyneth Paltrow and Terrence
Howard. With Shaun Toub, Jon
Favreau, Faran Tahir and Clark
Gregg.

Robert Downey Jr
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*on returned goods

70%
OFF
HURRY limited stock on OAK

PINE & Painted furnItUre

UP TO

NOW OPEN!

COLLECT

furniture 

SAMEDAY!

NEW STOCK ARRIVINGDAILY!
MASSIVE RANGE OF QUALITY SECONDS FURNITURE AT OUTLET PRICES

Unit 4 Wednesbury Trading Estate WS10 7JN
Opening times: Mon - Sat: 9am - 6pm I Sun & Bank Holidays: 10am - 4pm

FURNITURE

Delivery: £10 local, outside 5 miles is £20 & £45 outside 40 miles

70%

6.00 Breakfast. 7.30Match of the Day.
(R) 9.00 The AndrewMarr Show. 10.00
The Big Questions. 11.00 Regional
Programme. 12.15 Rip Off Britain: Food.
(R) 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15
Bargain Hunt. (R) 2.00 The Truth About
Obesity. (R) 3.00 Britain’s Fat Fight with
Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall. (R) 4.00
Points of View. 4.15 Songs of Praise.
4.50 Pointless Celebrities. (R) 5.35 BBC
News. 5.50 Regional Programme.
6.00 The Big Painting Challenge.

Mariella Frostrup and Rev Richard
Coles present the semi-final from
Glasgow, where the contestants
must demonstrate their skill at
capturing movement by painting
athletes in action. For the first
challenge, they must depict an
endurance runner and a cyclist,
while the final test involves
gymnast’s floor and beam
routines.

7.00 Countryfile.Matt Baker is in
Cornwall, where he meets a blind
man walking from Land’s End to
John O’Groats to raise money for
charity, planning to catch the first
day of spring at each point of his
journey. Ellie Harrison reports on a
project to bring back beavers to
the county’s riverbanks, Steve
Brown goes looking for seasonal
marine life, and Tom Heap
investigates high rates of suicides
among farmers.

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce
hosts the show from Floors Castle
in south-east Scotland, and
discovers the story of an American
heiress who donated a collection
of fine art to the estate.

9.00 TheWoman in White. Laura is
forced into marriage to Sir Percival
in spite of her love for Walter, and
soon realises that her fiance has a
dark side.

10.00BBC News.
10.20Regional Programme.
10.30Match of the Day 2.Mark

Chapman reviews the latest
Premier League action, featuring
Manchester United v Arsenal at
Old Trafford andWest Ham United
v Manchester City at the London
Stadium.

11.30TheWomen’s Football Show. A
look at the biggest issues in the
women’s game, focusing on
matters at both club and
international level.

12.10Weather for the Week Ahead.
12.15 BBC News.

6.00 Life in a Cottage Garden with Carol
Klein. (R) 6.35 Gardeners’ World. (R)
7.35 Countryfile. (R) 8.30 The
Beechgrove Garden. 9.00 Saturday
Kitchen Best Bites. 10.00 Live Snooker:
The World Championship. 11.00
Triathlon World Series: Bermuda. 12.15
MOTD2 Extra. 1.00 Live Snooker: The
World Championship. The afternoon
session on day nine at the Crucible
Theatre in Sheffield.
6.00 Super Fast Falcon. The peregrine

falcon is the fastest animal on
earth, able to reach speeds of
more than 200mph. But what does
it take to be a high-speed record-
breaker? This documentary
follows a young family of falcons
as they grow up in Chicago. It also
meets renowned bird handler
Lloyd Buck as he puts his
peregrines to the test, using state-
of-the-art technology. He also
trains one young peregrine for the
ultimate challenge of speed and
agility, racing an Olympic skier in
the Swiss Alps. (R)

7.00 Live Snooker: The World
Championship. Jason
Mohammad introduces coverage
of the final session on day nine at
the Crucible Theatre in Sheffield,
where two second-round matches
continue.

8.00 Britain’s Biggest Warship. The
crew of HMS Queen Elizabeth
completes the sea trials and
returns to Portsmouth, while the
pilots of the fighter jets go to the
US for additional training. Last in
the series.

9.00 My Year with the Tribe.Will
makes his final two trips to
Korowai territory and attends a
traditional festival. On his return to
the village, he finds himself in a
dangerous situation. Last in the
series.

10.00Famalam. Comedy sketch show.
10.20Josh Widdicombe: What Do I Do

Now. A recorded performance of
the comedian’s show at the
Hammersmith Apollo, in which he
vents his frustration at everything
from an overflowing shower to his
contactless debit card. (R)

11.20Snooker: TheWorld
Championship. The concluding
session on day nine at the Crucible
Theatre in Sheffield, where two
second-round matches continued.
Presented by Jason Mohammad.

12.10 Snooker: World Championship
Extra.

6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan:
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Super 4. (R)
6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R)
7.00 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.25 The
Tom and Jerry Show. (R) 7.30 Teen
Titans Go! (R) 7.45 Adventure Time. (R)
8.00 The Haunted Hathaways. (R) 8.25
ITV News. 8.30 Zoe Ball on Sunday. 9.25
Love Your Garden. (R) 10.00 Peston on
Sunday. 11.00 Best Walks with a View
with Julia Bradbury. (R) 11.30 ITV News;
Weather. 11.40 Britain’s Got Talent. (R)
12.55 Britain’s Got More Talent. (R) 1.55
Britain’s Brightest Family. (R) 2.25 Ninja
Warrior UK. (R) 3.30 Paul O’Grady: For
the Love of Dogs – India. (R) 4.00 The
Real Camilla: HRH the Duchess of
Cornwall. (R) 5.00 The Chase: Celebrity
Special. (R)
6.00 Harry Hill’s Alien Fun Capsule.

The comedian hosts the madcap
panel show, with Johnny Vegas,
Jimmy Osmond, Sue Johnston
and Samantha Giles tasked with
saving planet Earth from any
potential alien invasion. (R)

6.30 ITV News; Weather.
6.45 Regional Programme;Weather.
7.00 Little Big Shots. Dawn French

meets the UK’s youngest town
crier, a group of Spanish flamenco
dancers, a US string trio and a six-
year-old who wants to be a
surgeon.

8.00 The Durrells. Henry Miller comes
to stay with the family, and stirs up
tension among Louisa and her
children with his strange
behaviour and the controversial
content of his books.

9.00 Invitation to a Royal Wedding.
Trevor McDonald and Julie
Etchingham present a look ahead
to the wedding of Prince Harry and
Meghan Markle, and go behind the
scenes on previous royal
ceremonies.

10.00 ITV News; Weather.
10.20Peston on Sunday. Political

magazine, presented by Robert
Peston, with Allegra Stratton. (R)

11.15Last Laugh in Vegas. The nine
British entertainers have spent
more than a week rehearsing for
their dream gig, but they question
whether the show should go on
after a tragedy hits Las Vegas. (R)

12.10 This Time Next Year. (R) 1.00
Jackpot247. 3.00Motorsport UK. 3.50
Take on the Twisters. (R) 4.40 ITV
Nightscreen.

6.05 The King of Queens. (R) 6.30 The
King of Queens. (R) 6.55Motor Sport:
FIA World Rallycross Championship.
7.55 Eat the Week. (R) 9.00 Sunday
Brunch. 12.00 Formula 1 Azerbaijan
Grand Prix Live Build Up. A preview of
the fourth round of the season. 12.40
Formula 1 Azerbaijan Grand Prix Live.
The fourth round of the season (Start-
time 1.10pm). 3.55 Formula 1 Azerbaijan
Grand Prix Live Reaction. A review of the
fourth round of the season. 4.30 Car
SOS. (R) 5.30 Grand Designs. (R)
6.30 Channel 4 News.
7.00 Escape to the Chateau. Dick

Strawbridge and Angel Adoree
continue their renovation of a
French chateau, 18 months after
the end of the first series. So far,
only nine rooms have been
renovated and many areas of the
12-acre estate have yet to be
looked at – but the project is going
to have to start paying for itself
soon. They make plans to host
weddings on the grounds, while
looking ahead to keeping livestock
and growing their own crops. Dick
takes steps to generate solar
power during a hot summer, and
turns an old oil tank into a pig
roaster. (R)

8.00 The Crystal Maze. Richard
Ayoade guides a team from a
school for deaf people through the
Aztec, Medieval, Industrial and
Future zones, tackling a range of
skill, mystery, physical and mental
challenges on their way to the
Crystal Dome. Last in the series.

9.00 Homeland. Saul’s mission is given
the greenlight. The clock is ticking
on the Keane administration.
Espionage drama, starring Claire
Danes, Mandy Patinkin and
Elizabeth Marvel.

10.05Gogglebox. Capturing the
households’ instant reactions to
what they are watching on TV from
the comfort of their own sofas. (R)

11.008 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown.
Team captains Sean Lock and Jon
Richardson are joined by David
Baddiel and Trevor Noah. Joey
Essex is in Dictionary Corner and
Alex Horne and the Horne Section
help Rachel Riley. (R)

12.00 Film: The Voices. (2014) Comedy
crime thriller, starring Ryan Reynolds.
2.00 Film: Happy Bhag Jayegi. (2016)
Premiere. Romantic comedy, starring
Diana Penty. 4.10 Come Dine Champion
of Champions. (R) 5.05 Building the
Dream. (R)

6.00Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10
Wissper. (R) 6.20Milkshake! Monkey.
(R) 6.25 The Secret Life of Puppies. (R)
6.30Mofy. (R) 6.35 Simon. (R) 6.40
Peppa Pig. (R) 6.45 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.00
Thomas & Friends. (R) 7.10 Fireman
Sam. (R) 7.20 Olly the Little White Van.
(R) 7.30 Blaze and theMonsterMachines.
(R) 7.55PawPatrol. (R) 8.10Nella the
Princess Knight. (R) 8.30Noddy: Toyland
Detective. (R) 8.40Ben andHolly’s Little
Kingdom. (R) 8.55Shimmer and Shine.
(R) 9.10DigbyDragon. (R) 9.25Peppa
Pig. (R) 9.35Peppa Pig. (R) 9.40 Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.15 Football on
5: The Championship. (R) 11.10 Football
on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 11.40 FIA Formula E.
12.45Police Interceptors. (R) 1.40 Film:
Legend of theGuardians: TheOwls of
Ga’Hoole. (2010) Animated fantasy, with
the voice of JimSturgess. 3.30 Film:
Zookeeper. (2011) Comedy, starring Kevin
James. 4.30 5NewsUpdate. 4.35 Film:
Zookeeper. (2011) Concluded. 5.25 Film:
Ace Ventura: Pet Detective. (1994)
Comedy, starring JimCarrey.
7.00 Biggest Dog in the World.

Documentary meeting three
households with Great Danes.
Essex woman Claire, whose canine
companion is so huge, potential
boyfriends do a runner once they
see him, a US family who had to
supersize their lives to
accommodate Rocko, and
Welshwoman Julie, who paid a
high price for her 20-year canine
obsession when her marriage
ended. The film also reveals the
pros and cons of owning giant
dogs, including the crippling costs
of more than £12,000 a year,
constant care for a pet that cannot
be left for longer than four hours at
a time and extreme domestic
destruction. (R)

8.00 Before They Were Stars. Part two
of two. Dale Winton revisits
another selection of archive clips
that immortalised popular
celebrities’ first, ill-advised forays
into the cut-throat world of
showbusiness. (R)

8.55 5 NewsWeekend.
9.00 Greatest TV Talent Show

Moments.Memorable moments
from TV talent shows, including
AnnWiddecombe on Strictly
Come Dancing to Susan Boyle’s
unexpected success.

12.00 Greatest Ever Celebrity Wind-Ups.
(R) 1.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 GPs: Behind
Closed Doors. (R) 4.00World’s Most
Pampered Pets. (R)

BBC Four
7.00 Only Connect 7.30 University
Challenge 8.00Mountain 9.00 Battle of
Jutland: The Navy’s Bloodiest Day 10.00
Easter Island: Mysteries of a Lost World
11.30 Timeshift: A Day at the Zoo 12.30
How to Be Bohemian with Victoria Coren
Mitchell 1.30Mountain 2.30 Battle of
Jutland: The Navy’s Bloodiest Day 3.30
Close
ITV2
12.05 Film: Babe (1995) 1.05 FYI Daily
1.10 Film: Babe (1995) 1.55 Film:
Twister (1996) 2.55 FYI Daily 3.00 Film:
Twister (1996) 4.05 Britain’s Got Talent
5.25 Britain’s Got More Talent 6.25 Film:
The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers
(2002) 7.25 FYI Daily 7.30 Film: The
Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers
(2002) 10.00 Family Guy 11.30 American
Dad! 12.30 Film: Jack and Jill (2011)
1.35 FYI Daily 1.40 Film: Jack and Jill
(2011) 2.20 Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2
Nightscreen
ITV3
11.30 Inspector Morse 4.00 Lewis 6.00
Film: Agatha Christie’s Sparkling Cyanide
(2003) 8.00 Les Dawson: An Audience
With That Never Was 9.00 The Murder of
Stephen Lawrence 11.10 Film: The
Constant Gardener (2005) 1.40 Blue
Murder 3.15 Road to Avonlea 4.50
George and Mildred 5.45 ITV3
Nightscreen
ITV4
6.20 Pawn Stars 6.50 Film: Every Which
Way But Loose (1978) 7.55 FYI Daily
8.00 Film: Every Which Way But Loose
(1978) 9.00 Film: Heartbreak Ridge
(1986) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 Film:
Heartbreak Ridge (1986) 11.40 Film:
Maximum Conviction (2012) 12.40 FYI
Daily 12.45 Film:Maximum Conviction
(2012) 1.50 It’s Not Rocket Science 2.50
ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping
E4
11.35 Film: Animals United (2010) 1.30
The Goldbergs 2.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine
2.30 The Big Bang Theory 6.00 Young
Sheldon 6.30 The Big Bang Theory 7.00
Film: Percy Jackson: Sea of Monsters
(2013) 9.00Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD
10.00 The Inbetweeners: Fan Favourites
12.55 The Big Bang Theory 1.55 Rude
Tube
Film4
11.00 The Hound of the Baskervilles
(1959) 1.00Magic in the Water (1995)
3.00 Anastasia (1997) 4.50 Never Been
Kissed (1999) 6.55 Home Alone (1990)
9.00Mission: Impossible – Rogue Nation
(2015) 11.35 Filth (2013) 1.30 52
Tuesdays (2013) 3.50 Close

Britain's BiggestWarship
(BBC2, 8pm)
The crew of HMS Queen
Elizabeth completes the
vessel's sea trials, testing an
innovative new firefighting
system for the first time and
marking the 100th anniversary
of a plane being successfully
landed on amoving ship. The
carrier returns to Portsmouth,
which will be its home port for
the next 50 years, while the
pilots of its fighter jets go to the
US for additional training. Last
in the series.

Bob Hawkins

SUNDAY’S TV APRIL 29
BBC1 BBC2 ITV CHANNEL 4 CHANNEL 5 DIGITALCHOICE
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We are an Independent family owned and run
business who has proudly been serving families

and the local community for over 100 years.
Funerals From Funerals From £1295

Plus Crematorium Fee (T’s & C’s Apply)

2 Hollyhedge House, Hollyhedge Road,
West Bromwich, B71 3AA

(100 yards from Sandwell Hospital)
0121 588 5377
Branches at:

West Bromwich Handsworth Perry Barr
Tel. 0121 588 5377 Tel. 0121 554 0617 Tel. 0121 356 4489

24 Hour Service

n Independent family owned

Collyer &McBride
FUNERALDIRECTORS

• RSJ & Steelworks
• Gates & Grills • Rebar & Mesh

West Timber
& Steels Ltd

Rear of 64 High Street | West Bromwich | West Midlands, B70 6JT

Phone : 0121-553-0666
www.westtimberandsteel.co.uk

HOME MACHINERY
SERVICES

Lawn Mower Repairs
BBBuuuiiillldddiiinnnggg Eqqquipment Repairs

Drrrive Cleaning

DBS Checked
and Insured

07984 772003
homemachineryservices@yahoo.co.uk

CLUTCHES FROM £100!!
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

• MECHANICAL REPAIRS
• MOT
• CLUTCHES
• GENERAL SERVICING

• GEARBOXES
• BRAKES
• WELDING
• DIAGNOSTICS

Competitive Reliable. All work Guaranteed

REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES OF VEHICLES

 0121 572 1253 

STAR CLUTCHES LTD & 
REPAIR CENTRE

163 Great Bridge Street B70 0DJ

Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units
Leaks, seals and drafts

Handles, hinges and locks - repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM
Rectification of badly fitted installations
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Over 25 years experience – COMPETITIVE PRICES!!!
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on

01384 456490 or 07976 227034

Window and Door Repairs

BOOK NOW 0121 236 4455
BIRMINGHAM-REP.CO.UK

OUR
COUNTRY’S
GOOD
A gripping and powerful
drama based on an
extraordinary
true story

OUR
23 MAY -
2 JUNE

The Times

The Stage

By Timberlake Wertenbaker
based on The Playmaker by Thomas Keneally

Registered in England 295910 | Charity No.223660

FILM CHOICES Eight more singletons begin
their journey to find love

Love In the Countryside, Wednesday, BBC2, 9pm

Formany nine-to-five urbanites
caught in the rat race,
countryside living is just a pipe

dream. But could falling in love be the
key tomaking that dream a reality?
In this new series, Sara Cox is

going back to her farming roots in
the hope of helping single people
living and working in Britain’s rural
areas find love with urbanites also
seeking their perfect partner – as
well as a dramatically different
lifestyle.
A reliance on the land for their

livelihoods, and being based within
small rural communities, has limited
a lot of countryside singletons’
chances of finding love and
someone to share the stunning
scenery with.
Over the next six weeks we will get

to know Paul, a farmhand from
Worcestershire, and fellow
thirtysomethings Christine and
Richard, both cattle and sheep
farmers from Dumfries and
Galloway.
They are joined by Ed, 25, a dairy

farmer from Lancashire, plus farrier

Mark from Norfolk, Wendy, a pig
farmer from Herefordshire, and
Yorkshire farmer Pete, who are all in
their 50s.
Equine vet Heather, 28, from

Yorkshire completes the line-up.
All eight have posted their dating

profiles online in the hope of
attracting urban singles.
On the other side of the coin, there

are a growing number of city
dwellers longing to escape the
smoke and migrate from town to
country every year.
It all sounds very tempting, but what

is the reality of adapting to a new
back-to-basics setting away fromall
the trappings of a townor city?
Cox joins the potential couples as

they negotiate getting to know each
other, while the urban love-seekers
grapple with wellies, the wild
outdoors and woeful Wi-Fi.
“As a farmer’s daughter living in

the capital I’m really excited about
uniting rural folks with people from
the city,” the 43-year-old presenter,
who spent her formative years living
on her family’s farm in Little Lever,

near Bolton, before pursuing a
broadcasting career in the bright
lights of London, says.
“I can’t wait to journey over hill

and dale, through Britain’s glorious
countryside on mymission to
hopefully help love blossom for the
people who work the land, lovingly
tend their animals but may have
neglected their own hearts.
“It’s definitely tough living and

working as a farmer,” added the
mother-of-three.
“You have towork such long hours

on the farm and if you are in the
middle of nowhere, it doesn’t leave
much time to go out looking for love.
“Obviously whomever you do find

has to realise that farming is a
vocation, you’ve got to love it and
love the land.
“It’s a big responsibility, it’s hard

work and you’ve got a lot of animals
or crops to look after. Love In the
Countryside is such a brilliant idea…”
So once the singletons have been

matched up, will the change in pace
be everything the city dwellers had
always imagined?

MONDAY
Deadly Dance Mom, Channel 5, 3.15pm
A woman takes extreme measures to ensure her
daughter wins a scholarship to an exclusive dance
academy, but the mother of the victim of her scheme
will do whatever necessary to protect her own
daughter from her rival’s evil plan. Thriller, starring
Christina Cox and Beverley Mitchell. (2017)

TUESDAY
Running for Her Life, Channel 5, 3.15pm
Amateur triathlete Alison Wynn hires a controversial
trainer who uses hypnotherapy as a training technique
and begins to improve physically, but the return of
repressed memories takes a toll on her family life.
Alison’s daughter soon grows concerned and works to
save her mother from the psychologically-manipulative
coach. (2016)

WEDNESDAY
A Daughter’s Nightmare, Channel 5, 3.15pm
A grieving widow finds a shoulder to cry on in the
form of a charming male nurse, but when her health
subsequently begins to fail, her daughter embarks on
a dangerous search for the truth about her illness.
Drama, starring Emily Osment. (2013)

THURSDAY
Murder She Baked: A Deadly Recipe, Channel 5,
3.15pm
When a sheriff is killed during election time in small-
town Minnesota, local bakery owner Hannah sets out
to solve the crime and clear the name of her brother-
in-law, who has been falsely accused of the murder.
Mystery, starring Alison Sweeney, Cameron Mathison
and Barbara Niven. (2016)

FRIDAY
No Strings Attached, BBC1, 11.50pm
Two childhood friends run into each other and end up
sleeping together. Neither of them is interested in
committing to a relationship, so they agree to keep
things purely sexual. But despite their best efforts,
they start to fall in love. Romantic comedy, starring
Natalie Portman, Ashton Kutcher, Kevin Kline, Cary
Elwes, Greta Gerwig, Lake Bell, Olivia Thirlby and
Chris ‘Ludacris’ Bridges. (2011)

No Strings Attached, Friday, BBC1, 11.50pm

MONDAY
Tricks of the Restaurant Trade
Channel 4, 8.30pm
New series. The return of the programme that offers
an inside guide to eating out, providing insights,
investigations and campaigns to improve viewers’
dining experience. In the first edition, Simon
Rimmer finds out about Starbucks’ research and
development programme and meets the people
who decide what its customers will be eating and
drinking in the future. A woman and her son test
whether phone apps can speed up service, and
reporter Adam Pearson hits the high street with the
latest trend in bottled water.

TUESDAY
My F-ing Tourette’s Family
Channel 4, 9pm
One in 100 children have some form of Tourette’s
Syndrome - that is the same amount as children
with autism. But despite it being relatively common
condition, the general public know very little about
it. For example, less than 10 per cent of people with
Tourette’s swear (that is known as coprolalia), and
no two people with TS will have the same tics -
each person is as different as every snowflake. This
documentary should hopefully raise awareness and
educate the public more about Tourette’s, which was

named after French physician Gilles De La Tourette
and is an inherited neurological disorder five times
more likely to affect males than females. Cameras
follow Hayley and Richard Davies-Monk, and their
sons Spencer, 13, and Lewis, nine. They’re an
Oxfordshire family who confront the daily
challenges of living with the boys’ uncontrollable
physical and verbal ‘tics’ that can include
inappropriate or taboo phrases.

WEDNESDAY
Heathrow: Britain’s Busiest Airport
ITV, 8pm
The second-busiest airport in the world (in terms of
international passengers) opens its arrivals gates
once more for the ITV cameras, demonstrating
the challenges faced by both staff and
passengers as they go about their business of
either getting where they need to go, or
checking that those passing through
are in safety and obeying the rules.
In tonight’s opening episode of the
fourth series, passenger experience
manager Demi has a hard time
placating some disgruntled
travellers, and check-in attendants
Carrie-Anne and Selina have
some broken baggage belts to

contend with. And a young Brazilian student wants
to enter the UK to visit his brother, presenting
Border Force agent Bob with a dilemma.

THURSDAY
Britain’s Best Home Cook
BBC1, 8pm

Mary Berry is back on the box. Not
that it feels as if she’s ever been
away. Some may have thought
that her TV career would slow
down after The Great British
Bake Off moved to Channel 4
without her, but not a bit of it.
Instead, she’s become one of
the BBC’s major faces, and
its bosses are hoping she
can turn this new series into

a success. Claudia
Winkleman hosts,
while Berry heads a
judging panel that
also includes chef
Dan Doherty and
omnipresent
produce expert
Chris Bavin. Ten

talented home

cooks enter the competition tonight, desperate to
prove they’re the best in Britain. They’ll be
challenged to prepare classic dishes, often with
their own personal spin, with the least impressive
asked to leave the contest each week.

FRIDAY
OurWildest Dreams
Channel 4, 8pm
Cameras follow Lyndon and his pregnant wife Ruth
as they give up their careers in the UK to plough
their life savings into starting a new business
running a safari lodge in the Zambian outback. The
couple soon find themselves in primitive conditions,
surrounded by deadly lions, elephants and
crocodiles.

Lethal Weapon
ITV, 9pm
The LAPD finds itself on the hunt for a thief from a
local jewellery heist. Even though the case may
look fairly pedestrian from the outset, Riggs and
Murtaugh soon get a reminder that all that glitters is
not gold and suddenly this straightforward looking
case begins to evolve into something deeper.
Murtaugh is erroneously called ‘grandpa’ by another
parent while at the playground, sending him into a
spiral of insecurity.Britain’s Best Home Cook, Thursday, BBC1, 8pm
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STAND OUT
FROM YOUR
RIVALS
Advertise your business
on the Express & Star website
www.expressandstar.com

To find out how you can benefit call
MNA Digital on 01902 319730

Each number in the grid represents a different letter of
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you
off.

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION:

Fill in the grid
above so that
every column,
every row and
each of the 3x3
boxes contains
all the digits
from 1 to 9.

LAST WEEK’S
SOLUTIONS >

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
X T Z G J U P S C H V Y F

K D M O L I A W N R B E Q
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Across Down

Quick Clues:

1. Covetousness (5)
4. Bevel (7)
8. Attribute (7)
9. Hurl (5)

10. Uninteresting (4)
11. Familiarise (8)
13. Average (4)
14. Hitch (4)
16. Swamp (8)
17. Overtake (4)
20. Dodge (5)
21. Outlive (7)
22. Disloyalty (7)
23. Squeeze (5)

1. Bombastic (13)
2. Surpass (5)
3. Platform (4)
4. Close tightly (6)
5. Wealthy (8)
6. Fault (7)
7. Piety (13)

12. Innocuous (8)
13. Degree (7)
15. Jail (6)
18. Nimble (5)
19. Grasp (4)

LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS:
CRYPTIC - Across: 3 Profusion; 8 Elan;
9 Slowcoach; 10 Formal; 11 Asses; 14 Rifle;
15 Rapt; 16 Stabs; 18 Ewer; 20 Cadet; 21 Reach;
24 Tailor; 25 Cracked up; 26 Oslo; 27 Come round.
Down: 1 Performer; 2 Fair offer; 4 Roll; 5 Fawns;
6 Sooner; 7 Once; 9 Sales; 11 Awash; 12 Sandglass;
13 Stateroom; 17 Scrap; 19 Rescue; 22 Credo;
23 Ergo; 24 Turn.
QUICK - Across: 3 Statement;
8 Form; 9 Animation; 10 Energy; 11 Pored; 14 Mince;
15 Rent; 16 Event; 18 Toss; 20 Arise; 21 Scope;
24 Demand; 25 Diversion; 26 Mean; 27 Defendant.
Down: 1 Aftermath; 2 Greenness; 4 Tiny; 5 Tempo;
6 Matter; 7 Noon; 9 Agree; 11 Piece; 12 Dedicated;
13 Attendant; 17 Taken; 19 Scheme; 22 Posed;
23 Hide; 24 Down.

Across Down
Cryptic Clues:

Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both
fit the same grid.

1 & 21Ac. Flimsy
beam beneath the
track is one that’s
easily stirred (5,7)

4 & 8Ac. It’s delivered
after somebody has
departed (7,7)

8. See 4 Across.
9. You’ll find me

leaving unusual
memento for the
artist (5)

10. Part of the rosary,
we hear, for ancient
monk (4)

11. What the ringers
make, sounds like a
stupid mistake (8)

13. Masses of
boisterous
scoundrels make
them, initially (4)

14. Unfinished
antic to cause
astonishment (4)

16. As a flag raiser, he
comes second (6-2)

17. Even contest to
attract the crowds?
(4)

20. The vessel ‘Cathy’
capsized (5)

21. See 1 Across.
22. Don’t expend so

much - it’s futile (7)
23. Staffs living in

eastern Europe (5)

1 & 19Dn. Sound
advice for bounders
(4,6,3,4)

2 & 4Dn. Certainly not
a poor start to the
show (5,6)

3. Neat cut (4)
4. See 2 Down.
5. Propose for the

post when there’s
a main change in
correspondence (8)

6. Sprinted to make
progress in Burma
(7)

7. The output of a
book factory! (8,5)

12. Certainly not one in
attendance (8)

13. Handcuff Maclean
somehow (7)

15. Gives patient
attention (6)

18. Drive back the first
of the protesters in
the film (5)

19. See 1 Down.

Codeword

SudokuDouble Crossword

1. Of what is a pascal a unit?
2. Which Hindu festival’s name means

‘garland of lamps’?
3. What are the names of Gemini’s twins?
4. Which Red Indian tribe has the largest

reservation in the USA?
5. What does the legal term ‘sub judice’

mean?

6. Where are the annual Diamond Challenge
Sculls held?

7. Which royal turned down the part of
Boadicea in a Ken Russell film?

8. Which singer was born Asa Yoelson?
9. What type of pet is the Mongolian jird?
10. What is the fruit of the Prunus armeniaca

tree?

Last week’s solutions:

Quiz: 1 Liz Taylor; 2 Egypt; 3 Yesterday;

4 A bird; 5 Iona; 6 January 6 ; 7 Dance;

8 Manna; 9 Thailand; 10 1956.

Niner: MISQUOTED

Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to
discover a word which uses all nine letters.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

974329 gives a fish,
94279 gives a second fish,
351678 gives a fish soup.

NinerQuiz

brain gym No.477
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ChatsworthFlowerShow2daysbyCoach DianaHerFashionStory2daysbyCoach EdinburghTattoo3daysbyCoach

The Express & Star

For more information
or to book, please call:

or visit us
online at

Quote
OMRT03300 130 051 033 numbers are free within

inclusive minutes packages
otherwise standard rates apply. omegabreaks.com/RT ABTANo. V4782

in association with

Coachpackageholidays are subject toOmegaHolidays terms and conditions andare protected byabondheldwithABTA (No.V4782). Tours offered subject to availability. Errors andomissions excepted. Prices shownare per person, basedon twopeople sharing adbl/twin room. Single supplements apply.

AI009093

DudleyChronicle

Your Chronicle

Departing Monday 20 Aug
From Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton

Price Includes...
� Return coach travel

� 4 nights’ stay at the 4-star Tower Hotel with full
English breakfast

� Free time in London

London
Summer Days

£329
only5 Days

By Coach

Departing Saturday 9 Jun
From Brownhills, Cannock, Walsall
& Wolverhampton

Departing Saturday 14 Jul
From Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton

Departing Saturday 11 Aug
From Walsall & Wolverhampton

Price Includes...
� Return coach travel

� 1 night DBB at a selected hotel

� Admission to the RHS Chatsworth Flower Show,
with coach transfer

Price Includes...
� Return coach travel

� Overnight stay at a 3 or 4-star outer London
hotel with dinner and full English breakfast

� Sunday admission ticket to Kensington Palace
and gardens, including entrance to the ‘Diana:
Her Fashion Story’ exhibition

� Free time in central London

Price Includes...
� Return coach travel

� 2 nights DBB at the Bruce Hotel, East Kilbride

� Ticket to the 2018 Royal Edinburgh Military
Tattoo

� Free time in Edinburgh

Chatsworth
Flower Show

Diana
Her Fashion Story

Edinburgh
Tattoo

£149 £139 £220
only only only2 Days

By Coach
2 Days
By Coach

3 Days
By Coach
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AS I set up my mat between ancient trees
that poke through the circular wooden
Armonia yoga deck – which means harmony
in Greek – my lungs are grateful for the fresh
mountain, forest and sea air.
I perform sun salutations while birds chirp away

in the treetops, and waves softly crash on the shore
below. I’m watched solemnly by one of around a dozen
adopted cats that roam F Zeen resort.
Hidden away on an Ionian hillside, in the shadow of

Mount Ainos, nestled into sloping forest that rolls down
onto Lourdas seafront, this adult-only wellness retreat
enjoys the best of Kefalonia’s bewitching landscapes.
Why is Kefalonia a recharge retreat?
Kefalonia – the largest of the cluster of Ionian Islands

dotted along the west coast of the Greek mainland – is
also one of the least densely populated. It is incredibly
green and lush, with Mount Ainos – the dramatic
backdrop that towers above F Zeen – classified as the
only national park on a Greek island.
What’s the F Zeen story?
F Zeen was a term in ancient Greek used to sum up

‘the good life’, and the resort does everything it can
to promote that. Open for its first full season in 2016,
it’s truly a family affair, with mother, father, sons and
daughter all involved in the day-to-day running.
Matriarch Suzanne Koumoudos, who with her Greek

husband Dennis owns a sprawling collection of luxury
Kefalonian villas, tells me that food has always been
a huge family passion, and that when they went on
holiday, they were always looking for a hotel with a gym,
so they could indulge.
And so the idea for F Zeen was born. With pared back

yet luxurious nature-inspired rooms, three freshwater
swimming pools, Jacuzzis, a spa, daily group gym and
yoga classes, it’s an inspiring place to slow down and
reconnect with yourself.

Do you need to be a yoga bunny to enjoy the space?
Yoga teacher Anastasia Koumoudos gently guides

groups through a series of rejuvenating and relaxing
poses, but guests can use the equipment whenever they
like. For the more adventurous, aerial yoga sessions can
be arranged.
A split-level outdoor gym – complete with cardio

machines, free weights, personal training sessions and
a sublime sea view – is also available. Steps away from
the retreat at F Zeen’s on-the-beach activity hub, guests
can take out paddleboards and kayaks for no extra cost.

They can also borrow bikes and maps of local hikes.
What’s the spa like?
The spa uses organic seaweed from the Irish Sea,

sourced by the family-run company Voya. A small team
of therapists use hand-harvested leaves in treatments,
including baths, massages, masks and wraps for their
antioxidant and anti-ageing properties.
What’s the food like?
F Zeen now boasts two restaurants which offer

healthy Greek dishes with a modern twist, using recipes
passed down by the Koumoudos family’s grandmother.

What else is there to do?
Kefalonia is famed for its honey, and a trip to the

nearby Dias Apiary (£14) – a 20-minute drive from the
retreat – proves to be an unexpected delight. We hear
fascinating anecdotes about the winged creatures
‘dancing’.
If bees aren’t your thing, a plethora of other activities

are on offer. The ruins of the Sissia monastery are just
over a 30-minute walk away. The monastery is believed
to have been founded by St Francis of Assisi in the 13th
century. JEMMA CREW

Om! Go Greek for total relaxation
So tranquil – the yoga
deck at F Zeen

Relax by the pool or the
restaurant terrace
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bedrooms has
bags of character
Having bags of character, this much-loved
traditional three-bedroomed home in Birch Road,
Oldbury, is surely set to appeal to many a would-
be buyer.

Having great commuting links on its doorstep, it is
for sale through loveyourpostcode.com at £219,950.

A loveyourpostcode.com spokesman said: “Our
clients have gone all out. Be quick to make this yours.

“This is an ideal three-bedroom semi-detached for
those working in the city, with Hagley Road on your
doorstep.

“This home really needs to be seen to appreciate
the unique features which have been presented and
lovingly preserved by the current owners,” added the
loveyourpostcode.com spokesman.

The neat pathway leads to the front of the home
and into the entrance hallway. This space features
real wooden flooring which continues throughout
the whole of the ground floor. The front reception
room has a bay window and a feature fireplace and
surround.

The fitted kitchen includes a five-ring gas hob
and double oven. Off the kitchen is an impressive
recently-installed conservatory, with a ground floor
guest WC and a shower room off.

To the first floor, the first of the double bedrooms
has a bay window, giving even more space to this
already generous room.

The second double is of a good size and the final
bedroom is a good sized single.

The family bathroom completes the first floor with
shower over the bath.

Outside the property is neatly presented. To the
rear is a good-sized garden with lawn and decking
areas. Having been well maintained, this garden is
ready and waiting for good weather, and is ideal for al
fresco entertaining.

loveyourpostcode.com opened its first estate
agency in 2007 and has gone on to create a modern
award-winning approach to selling, renting and
managing thousands of properties each year.

£219,950OLDBURY

TO VIEW THIS PROPERTY
AGENT: loveyourpostcode.com

TEL: 0800 862 0870

EMAIL: sales@loveyourpostcode.com

KEY FEATURES
Charming traditional home
Semi-detached
3 bedrooms
Unique features
Great for commuting



Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email auctions@cottons.co.uk
www.cottons.co.uk

Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property,
Land and Development Opportunities

Forthcoming
Auction

Tuesday 25th February 2014
to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club

Call for your FREE
Catalogue

Considering
Buying at
Auction?

Call for your FREE
No Obligation

Appraisal

Call for your

Considering Selling
by Auction?

:

Thursday 24th May 2018

Auctioneers
of Residential and 

Commercial Property,
Land and Development 

Opportunities

GOING ONCE

  GOING TWICE

SOLD!
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End of terrace
available to rent

In a fabulous location, this three-bedroomed 
end of terrace family house in Hamilton Drive, 
Oldbury, is available immediately to rent through 
loveyourpostcode.com at £575 per month.

This home is available for working professionals 
only, with an initial 12-month term.

It has a large driveway for multiple vehicles. It has 
an entrance hall which leads you into your living 
quarters. Completing the ground floor, is the large 
kitchen with a range of floor-based and wall-mounted 
units with a cooker included. The home has a 
family-sized garden. On the first floor are two double 
bedrooms with one having a built-in closet. The 
third bedroom is a spacious single. The first floor is 
completed by a modern family bathroom.

For more details contact loveyourpostcode.com 
on 0800 862 0870.

Well-presented
three-bedroom
bungalow with 
versatile space

Semi-detached
with three beds on
popular estate for
sale with no chain

TIPTON
£210,000

TIPTON
£134,950

A spacious and very versatile 
three double-bedroomed 
detached bungalow in 
Bagnall Street, Ocker Hill, 
Tipton, is for sale through 
Skitts Estate Agents at 
£210,000.

The property is very versatile 
as the current owner is actually 
using one of the bedrooms as 
a dining room. It has an easy 
to maintain front garden and 
much the same to the rear.

It also has an 18-foot lounge 
and a 21-foot kitchen/diner, a 
family bathroom, front and rear 
gardens, off-street parking for 
several vehicles, a carport/
storage, double glazing and 
majority gas-fired central 
heating. A very spacious and 
nicely presented detached 
bungalow, located on the 
Willingsworth Estate in Tipton.

This property simply needs 
to be viewed to appreciate 
exactly what you are getting 
for your money. 

To book a viewing, contact 
Skitts Estate Agents on 0121 
520 2255.

A modern three-bedroomed 
semi-detached house in 
Rainham Close, Tipton, is 
part of the popular Foxyards 
Estate.

It is for sale through Skitts 
Estate Agents at £134,950 with 
no chain.

The property is located a 
short distance away from local 
schools such as the popular 
Foxyards Primary School, 
amenities and travel links. 

The accommodation briefly 
comprises an entrance porch, 
an entrance hall, a lounge, 
kitchen, three bedrooms, 
shower room, garage, 
driveway and rear garden.

In more detail the frontage 
includes a driveway and 
garden with a grass lawn, and 
a garage with an up and over 
door.

To the rear is an easy to 
maintain garden with a patio 
area, grass lawn and an array 
of different plants and shrubs. 

Call 0121 520 2255.

OLDBURY
£575 PCM



SELL YOUR PROPERTY
UNDER THE HAMMER

Entries now invited for our next auction on
Wednesday 23rd MayatAston Villa FC

with the West Midlands’ most
successful auction network*

CALL US TODAY ON

0121 233 5046

*based on 2016 figures from Essential Information Group for number
of lots sold for auctioneers based in the West Midlands

www.sdlauctions.co.uk
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Well-presented
semi-detached

In superb condition, this three-bedroomed semi-
detached in Hurst Road, Smethwick, is extended 
and would make a wonderful family home.

It is for sale through loveyourpostcode.com at 
offers in excess of £244,950.

It also has a good-sized porch. The lounge is 
neutrally decorated with a bay window allowing 
plenty of natural light, completed with a modern 
feature fireplace. The modern kitchen area is 
flawlessly presented and has enough space to allow 
for a dining table with room spare. The kitchen leads 
into the light and airy conservatory which overlooks 
the garden. 

The first floor of this property has three double 
bedrooms. Completing the first floor of this family 
home is the family bathroom.

Contact loveyourpostcode.com on 0800 862 0870.

Three-bedroom
terraced a short 
distance from the 
town centre

WEST BROMWICH
£140,000

An ideal first-time buy or 
investment opportunity, 
this three-bedroomed mid 
terraced property in Turner 
Street, West Bromwich, lies a 
short distance away from the 
town centre.

It is for sale through Skitts 
Estate Agents at £140,000.

West Bromwich town 
centre has an abundance of 
amenities, such as the New 
Square shopping complex. 
The property is also a short 
distance away from multiple 
good local schools and travel 
links. 

Its accommodation briefly 
comprises an entrance 
hallway, a lounge, a kitchen, 
a bathroom, three bedrooms 
and well-maintained front and 
rear gardens. The frontage has 
steps and a gate up to the front 
door flanked by a lawn.

To book that all important 
viewing contact Skitts on 
0121 520 2255.

SMETHWICK
£244,950



Oldbury

Oldacre Road
* Tastefully Presented Semi Detached House
* Two Good Sized Bedrooms
* Open Plan Ground Floor Accommodation
* Good Sized Store
* Shower Room
* Rear Garden
* Block Paved Driveway EPC=C

£139,950

Halesowen

Colley Lane
* Detached House
* Dining Room and Living Room
* Kitchen * Utility/Lean to
* Four Double Bedrooms * Bathroom
* Pleasant Rear Garden with Brick Store
Housing Jacuzzi and Sauna
* Garage EPC=D

£275,000

Halesowen

Oaklands
* Terraced House
* Two Reception Rooms
* Kitchen
* Three Bedrooms
* Re Fitted Bathroom with Separate wc
* Rear Garden
EPC=C

£165,000

Halesowen

Gower Road
* Extended Detached House situated on large
corner plot * Lounge and Dining Room
* Kitchen/Breakfast Room and Utility
* Study and Downstairs wc
* Four Bedrooms * Bathroom
* Garage
* Front and side driveways EPC=E

£425,000

Oldbury

Princes Way
* Three Storey Town House
* Downstairs W.C First Floor Bathroom &
Second Floor Ensuite Shower Room
* Three Bedrooms
* Living Room & Conservatory
* Rear Garden
* Two Car Parking Spaces EPC=C

£200,000

Halesowen

Carters Lane
* Desirable Family Home in Popular location.
* Sitting Room and Living Room
* Extended Kitchen/Breakfast Room
* Utility * Downstairs wc
* Four Bedrooms
* Bathroom and Shower Room
* Small Garage EPC=D

£429,950

Oldbury

Birch Road
* Link Detached Bungalow
* Good Sized Living Room
* Re Fitted Kitchen
* Conservatory
* Two Bedrooms
* Re Fitted Bathroom
* Garage and Rear Garden EPC=D

£244,950

Halesowen

Oak Barn Road
* A Detached Family House with Scope for
Extension * Hall, Lounge, Dining Room,
Kitchen * Verandah and Separate wc
* Three Bedrooms and Bathroom
* Large Workshop/Off Road Parking at Rear,
Suitable for Variety of uses Subject to Planning
Permission EPC=E

£299,950

Cradley Heath

Peartree Lane
* Impressive Double Fronted House
* Study, Lounge and Snug/Dining Room
* Kitchen/Breakfast Room
* Principal Bedroom with En Suite Shower
Room * Three Further Bedrooms
* Bathroom
* Garage and parking Space EPC=C

£225,000

Halesowen

Spies Lane
* Semi Detached House
* Two Reception Rooms
* Kitchen* Conservatory
* Three Bedrooms
* Bathroom
* Rear Garden
* Parking to Rear EPC=D

£220,000

Oldbury

Penncricket Lane
* Terraced House
* Kitchen
* Through Lounge
* Bathroom with Shower Cubicle
* Two Bedrooms
* Rear Garden
EPC=E

£135,000

Halesowen

Hillbrow Crescent
* Bungalow which is need of some general
modernisation and improvement * Full of
Potential * Living Room * Kitchen/Breakfast and
Utility * Formerly Two Bedrooms (one bedroom
has no natural light or ventilation as the window
opens onto the garage) * Bathroom
* No Upward Chain * Garage EPC=E

£199,950

Oldbury

Penncricket Lane
* Terraced House
* Living Room
* Dining Room
* Kitchen/Breakfast Room
* Bathroom
* Three Bedrooms
EPC=E

£135,000

Halesowen

Linnet Close
* Well Presented Semi Detached House
* Living Room
* Kitchen/Dining Room
* Conservatory and Utility Room
* Three Bedrooms * Bathroom
* Good Sized Garage
* Attractive Landscaped Rear Garden EPC=D

£219,950

Oldbury

Grove Road
* Extended Semi Detached House
* In Need of Refurbishment
* 2 Bedrooms & Cot Room/Study
* Extended Kitchen & Living Room plus Dining
Room
* Full of Potential
EPC=tbc

£199,950

Halesowen

Corville Road
* Semi Detached House Situated in Cul de sac
* In Need of Some Upgrading and Improvement
but full of potential
* Through Living Room * Kitchen
* Three Bedrooms * Bathroom
* Separate wc
* Good Sized Rear Garden EPC=tbc

£219,950

Quinton

Suncroft
* Mid Terraced House
* Through Living Room
* Kitchen
* Three Bedrooms
* Bathroom
* Rear Garden
* No Upward Chain EPC=D

£109,950

Halesowen

Hagley Road West
* Semi Detached House in need of some
modernisation
* Two Reception Rooms * Conservatory
* Extended Kitchen and Downstairs wc
* Three Bedrooms
* Bathroom with Shower Cubicle
* Good Sized Rear Garden EPC=C

£299,950

Oldbury

Elm Croft
* Three Bedroom House in Need of
Modernisation
* Full of Potential
* Two Reception Rooms
* Garage
* Good Sized Rear Garden
EPC=E

£199,950

Oldbury

Kingsway
* Modern three storey family home
* Four good sized bedrooms (master with en
suite)
* Through living room
* Kitchen/dining room
* Garage
* No upward chain EPC=C

£249,950

Smethwick

Lightwoods Hill
* Semi Detached House
* Close to Lightwoods Park
* Living Room, Dining Room and Kitchen
* Conservatory
* Three Bedrooms * Bathroom
* Garage, Gas Boiler /Radiators
* Enclosed Rear Garden EPC=D

£210,000

Tipton

Wake Green Road
Carver Court
* First Floor Flat
* Open Plan Kitchen/Living Room
* Bedroom * Shower Room
* Garage
* To Be Sold with Extended Lease
* All Enquiries Via Agents EPC=E

£54,950

West Bromwich

Wood Lane
The Courtyard
* Contemporary 1st Floor Retirement Flat
* For 55's amd over
* Living/Dining Room * Kitchen
* Two Bedrooms
* Bathroom and En suite Shower Room
* Allocated Parking Space EPC=B

£60,000

Oldbury

Queensway
Henderson Court
* Duplex Flat
* Kitchen/Breakfast Room
* L Shaped Living Room
* Three Bedrooms
* Bathroom
* Communal Parking EPC=D

£90,000

Halesowen

Woodland Road
* Family Home in Popular Location
* Through Living Room
* Extended Kitchen/Breakfast Room
* Three Bedrooms
* Bathroom
* Garage
* Good Sized Rear Garden EPC=E

£259,950

Cradley Heath

Trejon Road
* Semi Detached House
* Kitchen/Breakfast Room
* Through Living Room * Conservatory
* Downstairs wc
* Three Bedrooms
* Garage
* Good Sized Rear Garden EPC=E

£179,950

Halesowen Hurst Green

High Farm Road
* Three Storey Town House
* Ground Floor Re Fitted Kitchen and Dining
Room * First Floor Living Room
* Conservatory
* Three Good Sized Bedrooms
* Re Fitted Shower Room
* Good Sized Rear Garden EPC=D

£199,950

Halesowen

Halesowen Road
The Grange
* Two Bedroom Second Floor Flat Situated in
Popular Flat Development
* Living Room * Re fitted Kitchen Area
* Two Good Sized Bedrooms
* Re fitted Shower Room
* Garage EPC=D

£129,950

Birmingham

Pembridge Close
* Semi Detached House
* Living Room
* Kitchen/Breakfast Room
* Two Bedrooms * Study/Cot Room
* Bathroom
* Separate WC
* Rear Garden EPC=D

£149,950

Halesowen

Howley Grange Road
* Semi Detached House
* Through Living Room
* Kitchen and Utility
* Downstairs wc
* Three Bedrooms
* Re fitted Shower Room
* Garage (with restricted depth) EPC=C

£199,950

The Management System of
Scriven & Co. is certified as being in

conformity with ISO 9001
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Carpet &
Upholstery Cleaning

Carpets

Driveways

Handyman

Landscapers

Aeriels

Gardening

Fencing

ElectriciansDecorating

Carpentry

Garage Doors

Builders

CLEANCARE
Carpet & Upholstery

Cleaners
Fully Trained

Insured
Est:over 12 years
Friendly service

For free quotes Call
(07816) 817744

Tel:0121 503 0854
www.cleancarehalesowen.co.uk

Ring Tony or Julie on

07974 428 603
KEEP IT LOCAL

‘No Job Too Small’

ELECTRICIAN
Fully guaranteed work

Honest reliable service

REWIRING EXPERTS.CO.UK

All domestic and commercial
electrical works undertaken
Home rewiring from £800
For a high quality
local service call:

0121 3690311
07939 503905

Simply Doors Walsall
Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX

01922 623151 or 07810 122133
www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk

External UPVC and composite doors
also available

6 internal
pre-finished doors
fully fitted for
£450

complete with handles

Opening
Hours
Mon-Fri

10am - 5pm
Sat

10am - 2pm

ColourZone
Interior & exterior painting
and decorating

0121 434 5679 07507 070786

• Special rates for OAPs
• 25 years experience
• Fully insured

Whitehouse
Electrical & Sons
Professional and reliable service

Registered Company EPP31221

• Complete Rewires
• Shower Installations
• Testing - Inspection
• Fuseboard Upgrades
• Domestic - Commercial
• Security Alarms
• Landlord Certs

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT
07766 105131

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk

Part P
Approved
Installer

Pattern imprinted concrete specialists
Weed-free paving • No maintenance

Non-sinking • Block paving
and Tarmac

Digger Grab Hire
Various patterns and colours available

Re-sealing service available

Free Quotes
Tel: 0121 574 0596

Mobile: 07967 657539

All types of fencing and gates fitted
All other garden work

undertaken
* Grass * Hedge cutting

* Turfing * Slabbing
* Decking etc.

BUDGET FENCING

FREE
QUOTES
available

For more info call:
07801 284390

CING
10

years’
exp

20 YearsExperience

WWW.ROWANGROUP.CO.UK
01384 213644 or
07733 226568

• Tree Surgeon Specialist • Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes
• Hedges Pruned/Shaped • Stump Grinding/Root Removal

• Fencing • Turfing • Concreting • Driveways & Patios
• Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation quotation

Electron

AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor,
N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million)

All staff C.R.B. Certified

Other services: Shed bases, slabbing and garden clearances,
removal of trees, privet, old sheds and garages

All types of
fencing and

gates supplied
and fitted

For a free quote call
0121 532 2263 or 07951 536929

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP AT COMPETITIVE PRICES • ALL AREAS COVERED

HUNTER BUILD
* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist * UPVC Windows and Doors
* Fascia and Soffits * Plastering and Tiling
* Complete House Renovations * Family Run Business

For quote

07752 506695 | 0121 556 7203

J. J. Digital Aerials
Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite

WE GUARANTEE TO
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE

AERIALS £65 - SATELLITE £80
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST

Friendly, reliable service

0121 5306785/ 07919 597626

Choose at Home Service
Free Quotations and Measuring.

We’ll bring 100’s of carpet samples
bed and sofa brochures to your door

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T.

Bromley Carpets / BedsAbleAb&

PLUS FREE FITTING
(on selected carpets T & C’s Apply)

SOFAS - VINYLS - LAMINATES - STAIRLIFTS

Family Run Est since 1978

Carpets
from

£3.50sq yd

Divan Beds and
Mattresses
from only
£72

50%OFFUP TOUP
Check out our video and 5 star reviews on c

www.ablecarpets.co.uk

Double Divan Bed
Free Headboard
2 Free Drawers

Was £699 Now £399

000111222111 555888888 777111111666
West Brom, Walsall

Wednesbury

0001112221 530 3633
Tipton, Oldbury

Smethwick

01902 880541
Upper Gornal

Sedgley, W’ton

FREE DELIVERY -
DISPOSAL - AND SET

UP ON BEDS & SUITES

33 SSSeater Sofa
only

££399

We cover all areas

Help move heavy furniture, up lift
plus take away old carpets

plus Shave Doors

LL MM SS
GGAARRAAR GGEE DDOOOORRSS
AAllll ttyyppeess ooff ddoooorrss
ssuupppplliieedd aanndd fifitttteedd

FFaasstt llooww ccoosstt ,, ssaammee
ddaayy rreeppaaiirrss

FFoorr aa ffrreeee ssuurrvvr eeyy aanndd
qquuoottee ccaallll

00112211 555599 00445555
0077559922 111188770077

CARDINAL
LANDSCAPES

West Midlands
Specialists in Patios,

Driveways, Paths, Fencing,
Turfing, Decking and

Landscaping
Call now for a
FREE QUOTE

01902 562600 or
07539 887144

“For those little jobs that
just need doing”

Special OAP Rates
No job too small

Not sure?
Just call and to save you
cost I will call you back

07804 124 730

TThhee Handy
aanndd Odd
Job Man

M&B
PAINTING &

DECORATORS
Over 25 years experience

NO JOB TOO SMALL
All quotes include white paint

for woodwork and ceilings
For a FREE friendly quote

Call Mick on 07896054108
or Bart on 07825568581

•• BBlloocckk PPaavviinngg •• SSllaabbbbiinngg •• BBrriicckkwwoorrkk
• Tongue & Groove Sheds • Fencing

• Turfing • Wrought Iron Gates & Fencing
For a FREE quote call:
0121 601 8034
07940 302064
07833 312126

L.M. Creative Gardens

g

T.L.S. Creative Gardening

0121-601-8034
07833-312-126
07906-867776

www.tlscreativegardens.co.uk

MATT WALTERS
DIGITAL AERIALS

SSenior Citizen Discounts
2 Year Guarantee

Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIROOM

SKY Q specialist
• Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out
• Same Day service • Freeview Specialist

£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT
Sandwell Based
0121 441 2891

Mobile: 07853 253176

AAeerriiaallss - SSatellite Dishes Fittedd FFrroomm ££6655
your LOCAL Aerial/Satellite specialist

ANY LIKE FOR LIKE
QUOTATION BEATEN

To advertise your business and reach more than 61,597 potential customers...
Call us on...

01902 319590
E-mail us at...

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk
Post to...

Mark Moore, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Country
House, Rounds Green Road, Oldbury B69 2DG

Local SpecialistsLocal Specialists
33
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Rubbish Removal

Mobile Hairdresser

Property Maintenance

Plumbing & Heating

Skip Hire

Plumbing

Gardening Roofing

Plastering
Upholstery

MINI/MIDI
SKIPS

(0121) 520 3388
07721 387990

RUSSELL SKIPS

★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring
★ Complete House Renovation

★ Painting & Decorating
★ Plumbing / emergencies

★ Building work

All work guaranteed
For a FREE quote call

Wayne on:

Tel: 0121 556 5294 Mobile: 07817 727261

W.H. SERVICES
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

★ Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing

H Flat Roofs H Plastering

TEL: 0795 041 2361

PATS GARDENING
SERVICES

All Gardening Work Undertaken
Tree Felling / Pruning
Garden Management

Fence Erection
Rubbish Removal

No Job Too Small : FREE Quotes
Phone Pat day or night on…

ROB’S
RUBBISH

EST.
SINCE 1992

A CHEAP RUBBISH
REMOVAL 7 DAYS
Small Jobs NO PROBLEM

We load, No Skips, Free Estimates
Garden, Household, Shed, Garage, Fridges, White Goods,

House Clearances, Furniture

0121 500 6033
07938 207122

ELITE PLASTICS

For A Free Quote call
01384 468831 / 07985 575865
www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk

•FFasciias •SSofifitts •DDry VVerge
•Pointing •Gutter Cleaning And Repair
Premium Products Expertly Fitted
With Full Manufacture Guarantee.

A.J.B. Waste Management
Try us for a FREE no obligation quotation
FOR A CHEAP RUBBISH REMOVAL 6 DAYS

Small jobs NOT A PROBLEM
We load, No Skips, Free qquuoottaattiioonn

GARDEN, HOUSEHOLD, SHED, GARAGEE,
WHITE GOODS, HOUSE CLEARANCES FURNITURE.

You can also bring your own waste
to our fully licensed transfer station

CALL TODAY AND LETS TALK RUBBISH

Tel 0121 520 7731

ALL
WEATHER
ROOFING
Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat

Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges,
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE

Over 30 years experience

& 0121 420 1582
NO CALL OUT CHARGE
Mobile Number: 07947 839451

allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com

REGISTERED

221874

MCP PLUMBING
& HEATING

All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating
Work Undertaken

Servicing and Repairs
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation

07852 150057

Mobile 07908 012267

Sandwell GaG ra dr edd ne enn re sr
✔ Lawn cutting regular or 1 off.
✔ Lawn weed & feed treatment
✔ New lawn laid
✔ Small/Medium hedges pruned
✔ Weeds sprayed on hard surfaces
✔ Overgrown gardens cleared.
✔ Fence panels / decking & sheds painted
✔ Rubbish Removals
✔ Pressure washing driveways & patios
✔ Window Cleaning

ALWAYS
V.S.K.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

HouseHold Waste,
sHed & GaraGe ClearanCe

House & Garden ClearanCe
tree FellinG,

also ConiFers lopped

0121-532 2392
FREE QUOTES

West Bromwich

REGISTER

GAS &
PLUMBING
SERVICES

INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR
on all Boilers and Heating Systems

Bathrooms, Showers and
all plumbing work

Over 25 years experience
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires
24 HOUR EMERGENCYCALLOUT

Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414

IJL

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group)
Over 35 years experience

● Fast Roof Repairs ● Felt Work & Guttering
● New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys
● uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes
● All Building Work Undertaken
● All Work Guaranteed ● All Areas Covered

RE-UPHOLSTERY SERVICES
Specialists in Re-upholstery, Repairs and Antiques

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC

No Job Too Small
FREE ESTIMATES

Choice of patterns | Quality Workmanship
SOFA WORKSHOP

Oldbury
Tel: 07816 818492 anytimey

email: vince.gandley@yahoo.com

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding,

partitions, re-skimming and artex covering.

07538 718264

C.A. Plastering

CaNo job too small

P.S. Heating & Plumbing

Free Quotation
07961 140885
NATURAL & LPG GAS

Combi Boiler change from £950
Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more
SPECIALOFFERSON FULLHEATING SYSTEMS

301067

Fully
Insured up

to
£2 million

KEN
BANNISTER
Plumbing and Heating

All Plumbing,
Central Heating

undertaken.
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Free estimate and advice

07964 997 845
0121 557 5958

Tom Corbett Roofing Services
Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199
• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed
• Slate & Tile Repairs

• Ridge, Hip & Chimney Repointing
• Gutter Replacement & Cleaning

30 YEARS’
EXPERIENCE

FREE
QUOTATIONS

All installations and repairs
Supply and fit or fit only

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes
Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-602 6776

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms)

w w.household-plumbing.co.uk

MOBILE
HAIRDRESSER

Call Lyndsey 07795 514858

Cuts, Colours, Perms etc
xtensions

SK & AAMT SKIPS & GGGGGGGGRRRRRRRRRRRRRRAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAABBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIRRRRRRRRRRRRRREEEEEEEEEEEEEE
Save £££s
All size skips and all areas covered
Same day delivery faster than
A phone call!!!
Open 7 days a week

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56

Scrap carS
removed forfree

YOUFILL ’EM
WEMT ‘EM

OAP
Discounts
Available

l Fencing
l Turfing
l Slabbing
l Ornamental Gravel
l Driveways/Patios

Cleaned
l Gardens Cleared

TURF-SUPPLIED & LAID

ALL AREAS
COVERED

No Job Too Small
FREE

ESTIMATES

Tel: 0121
531 6295

or
07866

623841

To advertise your business and reach more than 61,597 potential customers...
Call us on...

01902 319590
E-mail us at...

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk
Post to...

Mark Moore, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Country
House, Rounds Green Road, Oldbury B69 2DG

Our Specialist Section
offers you a wide range

of local businesses
and tradesman to deal
with your needs and

requirements.

Local
Specialists

Our Specialist Section
offers you a wide range

of local businesses
and tradesman to deal
with your needs and

requirements.

Local
Specialists

Local SpecialistsLocal Specialists
34
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Household
Appliances

Items For Sale

Items For Sale

Items Wanted

Funeral Directors

Plumbing & Heating

Removals

PC’s, Laptops &
Accessories

Loans

House Clearances

Service

Yorkshire

Spring Fayre

In Your Garden

Photography &
Camcorders

Sports & Leisure

Camping
Equipment

Caravans/
Motorhomes

Elderly & Disabled

Caravans Wanted

Self Catering
Holidays

Travel Abroad

Carpet Fitters

Fencing

Gas Fitting

Gardening Services

Lock Services

Plans Prepared

Plastering

Alarms/Security

Roofing

Handyman Services

Driveways & Patios

Building Services

Garage
Conversions

Oven Cleaning

Kitchen Fitters

Gates

Bathrooms

Building Supplies

Carpentry & Joinery

Furniture

Massage

Aerials

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in
supplying/ fitting gates and railings.
Free quotes: 07497 667752.

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE
Clean and Reliable, All Work
Under taken, Al l Areas. Cal l
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943.

A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or
just fitted, quality samples brought
to your home, no job too small, free
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 /
07941 619694.

AAA DIGITAL
AERIALS

AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99
01902 858191 • 01384 429166
01543 439095 • 01922 716029

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN
No job too small or large. Call Will
for a free quote on: 07521 411108.

ALL PLUMBING WORK
UNDERTAKEN

No job too large. All work
guaranteed.

Call Will for a free quote

07521 411108

WS3 2BQ
Bloxwich Fencing Ltd
or 01922 712184

6x5
Lap Panels
£17 each (inc vat)

Supply and Fit or DIY
Credit cards taken • Free quotes

WS3 2BQ

01922 712184

FURNITURE NOT SOLD? Donate it
to Katharine House Hospice. We
col lect for f ree. Telephone
Cannock 01543 466885, Stafford
01785 247630, House clearance
service 01785 760715.

Reg charity
number:
1011712

Call us now on 01785 760715
for details or to arrange a FREE collection

Furniture not sold,
why not donate it?
We can turn your quality used
furniture into 1st class care

for patients at Katharine House

katharine
house
hospice
embracing life and living

AIR FYER Touch screen (Lakeland)
with cook book, as new £70 ono.
07811 303165.

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas
work. Install/ Service/ Repair. Free
quotes call: 07540 950588.

ASH RECLAMATION new and
used building materials, upvc doors
and windows 01543 453222.

ASH RECLAMATION
All reclaimed

building materials
UPVC doors and windows

New and Used
Gatehouse Trading Est.

Lichfield Road, Brownhills,
WS8 6JZ

01543 453222
07956 627367

YORKSHIRE DALES
Meadow Holidays

Country Cottages / Suites in Wensleydale

“ Weeks from £209 per couple
“ Weekends just £99 per couple

Families Welcome
Walk in scenic countryside by waterfalls or

visit historic market towns with friendly Inns
Brochure (24hrs) 01969 624145
email: rita@meadowholidays.com

www.meadowholidays.com

C B SHEDS
& FENCING

We supply & fit. Free quotes.
Call: 01922 720270

We also supply sleepers and decking
READERS ARE ADVISED

To check that anyone
carrying out any Gas work

is Gas Safe Registered.

It is an offence under the Gas
Safety (Installation and Use)
Regulations 1998 to carry out
gas work in the UK without
being on the Gas Safe Register.

READERS ARE ADVISED to
carefully consider all of their options
before agreeing to the sale of any
of their items.

ALL GARAGE CONVERSIONS
CATERED FOR OAP discounts,
Free quotes call 07522 643706

A1 HOUSE CLEARANCE
Full, part and single
rubbish removed.

Garage and sheds cleared.
Leather 3 piece suites and

leather chesterfields wanted.

01922 492007

A1 HOUSE
CLEARANCE
Full, part and single
rubbish removed.
Garage and sheds cleared.
Leather 3 piece suites and

leather chesterfields wanted.
01922 492007

Call: 01902 366855/
07761 973975

GAS
SERVICES
• Boilers • Cookers
• Fires • Gas Checks
• Landlord Certificates
• Gas Leaks Traced

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired
Same Day Service

Free Quotes
DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs

YOUR LOC L ND N
FREE QUOTES

All work guaranteed, Most trades
covered, References available on

request. No job too big or too small!
CALL MIKE: 07947 621047

0121 6010479

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans.
Drawn and submitted to council.
Tel: 01902 620200 / 07841 654037.
Email: adamdesign@sky.com

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver-
tisement today? We would respect-
fully remind advertisers that it is
their responsibility to inform the
publishers of any mistakes or inac-
curacies on the first day of publica-
tion.

ADVERTISERS ARE
REMINDED

That the Business
Advertisements(Disclosure)
Order of 1977 requires that

advertisements must clearly
differentiate between Private

and Trade.

READERS ARE REMINDED
that they may require profes-

sional advice before entering into
obligations.

READERS ARE REMINDED
to check with any Advertisers

that their holiday costs are fully
covered by a recognised bonding or
insurance scheme.

IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY
To sell items upto £250.

Online at
bookanad.

expressandstar.co.uk

In your time of need
we’ll take care of all the
funeral arrangements.

• Est. 1907
• 24 hour service

G. Gibbs
Funeral Directors
44 All Saints Way

West Bromwich B71 1PZ

0121 553 0442

Part of Dignity plc. A British Company.

Turn To Us For
Help and Support

SHEDS NOW
Quality Garden Buildings

Made to Measure at Competi-
tive prices

Sheds * Summerhouses *
Planters * Arbours and more..
Now at Swan Pit, Gnosall,

Stafford ST20 0EE
www.shedsnow.co.uk

0800 698 0093

ALL ROUND
CLEARANCE

Professional family run business
House clearances full or part,

also garages, sheds etc.
Telephone Kev

07794 912844

SPECIAL OFFER
10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts,

gravel boards £795
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted.

0121 531 5250 / 07866 137 656
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm
Sat 8am - 12noon
83 Portway Rd, W’bury
www.portwayfencing.co.uk

DELIVERY
AVAILABLE

RECLAIMED BRICKS, Ti les,
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066.
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk

LOCK & CARPENTRY plumbing,
plastering, small job specialist. Call
01902 683100 or 07934 460864.

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid
for house clearances and bereave-
ments. Also removals undertaken.
07852 172641 / 07710 360327 /
01902 534021

Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services

www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk
01922 898 710 / 07973 177 976

AAAAAAAAll garden work, tree felling/lopping,
pruning, hedges trimmed, turf,

patios, fencing, block-paving etc.

Keiron Jones Plumbing & Heating
Full heating systems £2200

Boiler Changes £1100
Longer warranty available upon request,

fires and surrounds also available.
For Free Quotes Call:

01902 403823 07811 855231

NIKON LENS. AF3R Zoom Nikkor
80/400mm F4.5-5.6DEDVR, as
new. £450 ono.

07812 739177 or 01922 611002.

BURNHAM-ON-SEA
Self Catering Holiday

Apartments
Disabled Facilities

Pet Friendly
01278 794111

www.GoSomerset.co.uk

SPRING FAYRE
Saturday, April 28,

12am - 2pm,
in St Peter's Church Hall,

Whitehall Road,
West Bromwich.

Bouncy castle etc.
Admission 20p.

HANDY MAN - All trades, washing
machines, outside taps, showers,
plumbing, heating, decorating &
more. Free quotes: 07497 826697.

COMPLETE BATHROOMS Bath-
room design and fitting, flooring,
tiling and more, call 07497 826697.

P.W DRIVEWAYS
The Block Paving Specialists.
Patios, Driveways, Pathways,

Landscaping & more.
Special Offer £50 PSM

We will beat any like for like
written quote

Free Quotes & Advice
01785 609076

(Based in Stafford)

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your
Removal needs. 07429 453209/
01902 830870 / 01384 940260.

Holiday Home for sale -2017
Willerby Wrekin

BRAND NEW Limited edition, enhanced
features £28,995 on a stunning 5 star park
in The Welsh Marches set above the River

Severn with private fishing & stunning
Bowling Pavilion Nr. Shrewsbury.

Will appeal to retired people & couples.

Call Ron or Margaret
01743 885080

www.sevenoakspark.co.uk

Mobile deep tissue
aromatherapy massage

treatment by
qualified therapist

By appointment 07437 569187

THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20
years experience. Call 07881
654757 or 01543 373233.

MOBILITY EQUIPMENT REPAIRS
Stairlifts, Scooters, Wheelchairs
and Batteries: Call 0121 522 3311.

ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS,
etc. Free quotes, also repairs &
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours.

CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified
technician and microsoft partner.
Repair and maintain laptops and
pcs. Vi rus removal , broken
screens, wifi, windows problem etc.
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481

CLIENT
COMPUTERS

Certified technician &
Microsoft partner.

Repair & maintain laptops
and PCs. In West Midlands.
Virus removal, broken

screens, wifi.
Windows problems etc.
Home visits or bring to me.
Long established.
Laptops available.

0121 556 9481

AN UNBELIEVABLE SUMMER CLEARANCE FOR

NEW STOCK
Cookers, Fridges & Freezers,

Autos, Fires, All Domestic Appliances
SAME DAY DELIVERY

Past & Present
24 - 26 Church Street Blston, (opposite town hall)

01902 403770

MG ROOFING
Flat Roofing, Tiling, Roof Repairs,

Fascias and Gutters.
Call 01902 238989 /

07580 465449.
www.mgroofingwestmidlands.co.uk

DAVIES & SON BUILDERS
All Building & Roofing Work
Driveways, Landscaping

Over 40 year exp | All work guaranteed
Free Quotes: 07837 994465

01902 579 592

SPR CARPENTRY Six internal pre-
primed doors fully fitted from £370.
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625.

MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30
yrs exp. All work guaranteed.
01543 327130 or 07519 694516.

MINT PLASTERING
For the very best in plastering and rendering,

full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls,
stairs and landings from 200

30 years experience.
Free quotes. All work guaranteed

01543 327130 / 07519 694516

Steve -
AA Digital Aerials

“I am very pleased
with the response

I get from
my Classified

Advertising Contract”

For great business
results call

01902 319 191

CLASSIFIEDS
“JUST WHAT
I NEEDED”

Michael-
Portway Fencing

“I am extremely happy with
the service I get from my

Express & Star Classified Sales
Representatives and would

recommend them to anyone! They
have done a very professional job

with my website so I get online
enquiries as well now.”

For great business
results call

01902 319 191

CLASSIFIEDS
“JUST WHAT
I NEEDED”

Bill - TV Link

“TV Link are really
pleased with their

response from their
Classified Campaign’’

For great business
results call

01902 319 191

CLASSIFIEDS
“JUST WHAT
I NEEDED”

BATHROOM DESIGN All bath-
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com-
plete bathrooms: 07850 382548.

H. COOPER & SON Landscaping /
garden maintenance. No job too
small, Free Quotes: 07904 929632.

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★

★
★
★
★
★
★
★
★

All Caravans Wanted
Any Age or Condition
*CASH * WAITING*
Immediate collection

Call Bill on 07825 325 913

CORRUGATED GALVANISED
Sheets. New, £8 can deliver. Also
box profile and PVC/polycarb.
David Broxton on 07834 489558.

VINTAGE TOYS

Star Wars, He-Man, Ghost
Busters, Ninja Turtles, Corgi or

Dinky.

All vintage toys considered.

Good prices paid.

Unleash the cash in your loft.

Call Tony on 07812 903338.

KT REMOVALS 12 yrs exp. Single
items to full load removals. Local /
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119.

KT HOUSE REMOVALS
12 years experience.

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS.
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED.

Free Quotes - Call Ric on:

07771 727119

TRAILER, 6ft x 4ft, with cover, good
condition, ideal for camping, £450
o.n.o. 01922 446736.

LOCKRITE local father and daugh-
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr
service. 01922 780078.

HOLIDAY HOME
FOR SALE

2012 ABI Ambleside 2 bedroom
luxurious and spacious model

£33,995 on an immaculate & family
friendly 5 star park in the breath
taking location of historic Harlech
with spectacular beaches, castle
and golf course minutes away

www.minydonpark.co.uk
call Jayne or Carl 01766 780286

A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW
35x12 caravans from £10,000.Gym
Par 3 golf, bowls, why go further?
www.bcpark.co.uk 01584823433.

PREMIER
ALARMS

Supplied and Fitted £249
Servicing and Repairs
12 Months Warranty

All areas covered
All quotes beaten!

Call: 0121 601 9791
KC REMOVALS We beat any quote,

full or part loads, all areas. Anything
considered. Call on 07867 862227.

✔

✔

✔

✔

A GENUINE
LADY BUYER

PAYS TOP CASH ON ANY
TYPE OF GOLD

Any type of gold wanted, e.g 9 carat
gold. Jewellery from £300+ per oz. Any

amount collected. Gold coins, silver,
medals, bank notes, oriental items,

anytging old, interesting or collectable

Call Pauline on
01922 495066

or 07971 783206

CARAVAN for sale, North Wales,
must go, fees paid till 2019. Quick
sale, mint condition. 07590 124226.

OVEN CLEANING
SERVICE

Ovens, double ovens, grills, hobs,
ranges and agas. All cleaned to a

professional standard.
S&J Oven wizardz

01785 612517

OLD VIOLINS WANTED

Must have a 14 inch main body.
Needs to be over 100 years old.

Any condition considered.

£50 ono

07922 618451

A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST
Digital aerials, CCTV cameras, TV
wall mount fitted. 07850 330251.

AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST
Any TV Repairs. Digital aerials, sky,
CCTV cameras. TV wall mounts
and TV set ups. 07850 330251.

BFC FACTORY OUTLET
CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, GREAT BRIDGE RD,

TIPTON DY4 8XF.
OFF A461 2 MINS FROM NEW TESCO & TOBY CARVERY

0121 557 6885
INTEREST FREE CREDIT (T/C’S APPLY)

Over 1000 Mattresses in stock whether its Budgets, Orthopaedic, Memory
Foam or Pocket Sprung. We are your One Stop Bed Shop - We manufacture
every conceivable mattress at the lowest factory direct prices - Cheap Junior
Matts from £29.00 - Medium quality matts from £39.00 - Ortho and Memory
Foam from £59.00 - Complete Divan Beds from £79.00 - Fashion & Bunk
Beds in designer metal and wood. Ottoman Storage and Drawer Divans - You
name it we have got it at the right price made to measure sizes and special
requests a speciality. Factory Shop open 7 days major credit cards welcome

Open Everyday 10am-5.30pm OPEN SUNDAY 10AM - 4PM

SAVE UPTO 50%
OFF ON-LINE PRICES

100’S OF LEATHER & FABRIC SOFAS, CORNER SUITES
AND RECLINER SUITES - MANY HALF PRICE

LEATHER & FABBRIC RECLINER
CHAIRS UPTO 70% OFF

DISSPLAY MODELS
EG GUVNOR
RECLINERIN

WINE
WAS £999

NOW £299

All Fashion Beds - Sleigh Beds, Metal, Iron and Ottoman Beds

IN LIQUIDATION
EVERYTHING MUST GO

MOBILITY SCOOTER
Drive Envoy 8mph Scooter,
Superb 30 mile range, 25 stone
capacity, ful l suspension,
pneumatic tyres, Immaculate,

free delivery and warranty.
£895

07718 089131.

1
Family

2
Leisure
Time

3
Home &
Services

Buy Local, Sell Local
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PersonalPublic Notices

Upholstery

Skip Hire

Cars Over £1500

Vehicles Wanted

Cars Under £1500

Cars Under £1500

Scrap Vehicles

Pets Corner

Guns & Dogs

Equestrian Corner

Rubbish Removal

Commercial
Premises

Full Time General

Engineering

Warehouse &
Distribution

Property Exchanges

Properties Wanted

Houses for sale

Overseas Property

Accommodation To
Let

STONES SKIP HIRE
0121 557 1480 / 07886 721875
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk

FORD FIESTA
58 PLATE, 1.4 TDCi ZETEC
Blue edition, metallic black.

65,000 miles, MoT Jan 2019.
Serviced, £30 per year road

tax.
Lady owner.

Excellent condition.
£2,399.

07988 837407.

NO DEPOSIT, NO PROBLEM -
MOVE IN TODAY, Secure, modern
Studio & 1 Bed Flats, West Brom
High Street. Low rents DSS 35 +
welcome. Call 07967 016425.

OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded
that it is an offence under the Scrap
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy
scrap cars/metal for cash.

LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste,
House Clearance. 07969 628382

PUBLIC
& LEGAL
NOTICES

For convenience you
may fax any advertising
requirements to Marie
Hogg on 01902 319694
or email marie.hogg@
expressandstar.co.uk
(remember to include a name/
contact number for confirmation
of receipt)

NOTICE TO READERS
Readers are advised to seek

independent legal advice before
entering into any financial commit-
ments.

NOTICE TO READERS
Readers are advised to seek

independent legal advice before
entering into any financial commit-
ments/contracts.

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS
Advertisers must ensure that

they meet all necessary legal
requirements for owning and using
guns.

NOTICE TO READERS
Please be aware that when

purchasing a puppy there are
some simple guidelines you can
follow to ensure that you are not
purchasing from a Puppy

Farmer:
1. Try to ensure you visit the
puppy whilst it is still with it's

Mother.
2. Do not arrange to collect a
puppy from any other location

than that of the breeder.
3. Ensure that you are given any
KC documentation, if pedigree.
Whi ls t Mid land News
Association publications take
great care to avoid publication
of advertisements from Puppy
Farmers we cannot accept any

liability should readers
purchase from this kind of

establishment.

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver-
tisement today? We would respect-
fully remind advertisers that it is
their responsibility to inform the
publishers of any mistakes or inac-
curacies on the first day of publica-
tion.

NOTICE TO READERS
It is an offence under the Accom-

modation Agencies Act 1953, for an
Agency to charge a fee simply for
the registration of your require-
ments and/or supplying particulars
of premises to let.

ALL READERS are advised to
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies
have the required Passport infor-
mation, this is a legal requirement.

AT MANYANA Gentlemans Club,
5*. 0121 472 7281. www.manyana

massageparlour.co.uk

UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in
Oldbury, West Bromwich and
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore
Properties 0121 520 5318.

GOLDSHILL SKIP &
SELF DELIVERIES
BRING YOUR WASTE TO US

(any size vehicle)
General, green, wood (can work out

cheaper than a skip)
OR

HIRE A SKIP FROM US -
Phone for prices

0121 557 3346
82 Pikehelve Street,

West Bromwich, B70 0TU

EXPERIENCED
ROLLING MILL

OPERATOR

required for Stainless Steel
Processing Centre.

Good rates of pay.

Central Birmingham location.

Please contact
Mr. R. Carrier,

Staystrip Group Ltd,
11-16 Eyre Street,

Birmingham, B18 7AA

ABC AUTO SALVAGE
WANTED URGENT

Scrap & MOT Failures Best
Prices Paid ELV Registered

Spares Always Available
0121 557 0800 or
0121 557 0400.
Oldbury Area.

NO DEPOSIT
★MOVE IN TODAY★

Studios
from £90pw*

Rooms
from £65pw*
*Includes Most Bills

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST

01902 213121
J9accommodation.com

SLIM LADY
WLTM nice gent, must be slim,

smart, fit and non smoker.
Aged 56-66, for good times

together, must have own car.
Friendship / Relationship
Cannock and surrounding

areas.
Box Number P21160 ,

Express and Star,
Queen Street,

Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES.

CLASS 1 & 2 DRIVERS
REQUIRED

48 hours per week - Monday to Friday
plus weekends.

SKIP AND ROLL-ON EXPERIENCE
AN ADVANTAGE BUT NOT ESSENTIAL

Cradley Heath.

Call 0121 559 1156
ask for the transport department

EXPERIENCED TOOL MAKER
Would suit semi-retired choice of
hours and days for tool making and
repairs at growing press company
in the Cradley heath area contact
Mark or Darren 01384 566127.

TIPTON one bed flat, with parking,
DSS considered. Call/text 07779
615293.

MR B’S UPHOLSTERY

01543 500677 07738 851601

RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA’S,
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS,

CAR RETRIMS AND MORE.
www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk

SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Friar Street, Wednesbury) (Temporary
Road Closure) Order 2018, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any
vehicle from proceeding via Friar Street, Wednesbury (Crankhall Lane –
Brookside). The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be
completed by 14/05/18 effective from 30/04/18. A diversion route will be signed
for traffic via Elwell Street, Alma Street, Oxford Street, Paul Street, Hydes Road,
Walsall Street, Wood Green Road, Woden Road East, Crankhall Lane and
vice-versa. Purpose – works to repair sewer by Amey for Severn Trent Water.

CROWN
MOTORS

Guaranteed best price
for your unwanted

cars and vans

07903 549849
buyer will call

Home Cash Buyer
Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish
£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££

Houses / Land Required
We also buy Commercial Property

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089
Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154

Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901

www.homecashbuyer.co.uk

RUSSELL
SKIPS

Mini, midi skips
Prompt delivery / collection

(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990

A absolute affordable skip

FIAT 500 POP
2012.

Low mileage.
Blue tooth,

Hands free set.
MoT. FSH.

£4,200 ono.
07922 491881.

ClassifiedAdsCl ifi dAd

Call us on 01902 317878
or book online at bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk

** Private advertisers only
*** Ebay Price checked 2/1/2018

4 GREAT REASONS TO SELL YOUR
CAR IN THE EXPRESS & STAR

1. We reach over 680,000 potential buyers a week.

2. At only £9.99 we give UNRIVALLED value for money.

3. The price you see is the price you pay, NO HIDDEN COSTS.

4. For your convenience you can TALK TO US, or BOOK ONLINE.

TRIED AND TRUSTED
SELL YOUR CAR FAST LOCALLY

£9.99
ONLY FOR 6 NIGHTS

IN PRINT
AND ONLINE

**

***
Cheaper

than
!

TWO BED SEMI
BUNGALOW

Front and rear gardens
Parking and garage
Freehold property

WV12 4DG
£160,000 ono

Contact 07505 465713.

GENTLEMAN 70's

Would like to meet lady 70's, for
meals and afternoons out, etc.

Box Number C21156 ,

Express and Star,

Queen Street,

Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES.

EXCHANGE WANTED
Large 2 bed house, with off

road parking.Good investment
with sitting tenant.

For 1 or 2 bedroom bungalow,
any area, any condition.
Phone 07772 806026

WAREHOUSEMAN
WEDNESBURY
Key req : FORKLIFT LICENSE,

Crane license, driving license. Age
over 25 for insurance purposes
Duties: Booking materials in and
out, moving material around
factory, some finishing machine
operations

Apply : CV by return to
sales@hallen.co.uk

MINI COOPER 1.6
2003, 91,200 miles. One owner
since 2005. Long MoT. Service
history. Half leather. HPI clear.
Recent clutch. Very clean car.

Well worth seeing.
£1,495.

01902 674550.

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SXi

3-dr hatchback, silver, petrol.

05 plate, full MoT.

55,000 miles.

2 owners from new.

£695.

0121 5202620.

FORD FIESTA 1.4 FLAME

Petrol, manual, registerred
2004, MoT April 2019, air con-
ditioning, electric windows /
mirrors, rado / CD, reliable,

garaged.

£765

0121 384 7888 / 07771
428793.

4
Pets &
Animals

5
Business &
Farming

6
Property

7
Jobs

8
Motoring

9
Local

Information

10
Personals

01902 317878 | bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk

Real opportunities for you
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Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/100km) and CO2 emissions (g/km). Corsa Energy 3 door hatch 1.4 (75PS): Urban: 42.2 (6.7),
Extra-urban: 67.3 (4.2), Combined: 55.4 (5.1). CO2 emissions: 118g/km.#
All of the following retailers are acting as a credit broker and not a lender: Worcester Carsales Limited trading as Dudley Motor Company, Worcester Carsales Limited trading as Stourbridge Motor House, Worcester Carsales Limited trading as TWall Garages, Worcester Carsales Limited trading as
HalesowenMotorHouse.Wewill introduce you to a limited number of lenders. Commissionmaybe received.
Personal contract hire offer onCorsaEnergy 3door hatch 1.4 75ps. ParticipatingRetailers, subject to availability and status. 18+. Ts&Csapply. Initial rental of £149, plus 47months at £149. Contractedmileageof 20,000. Excessmileage chargedat 9ppm.Youwill not own the car.Vauxhall FinanceLeasing,
CF15 7YT. Orders from 11 April and registered by 30 June 2018. #Fuel consumption information is official government environmental data, tested in accordancewith the relevant EU directive. Official EU regulated test data is provided for comparison purposes and actual performancewill depend on
driving style, road conditions andother non-technical factors. VauxhallMotors Limited reserves the right to change, amendorwithdraw this offer at anypoint in time. Correct at timeof going toprint.

BRITISH BRAND SINCE 1903

CORSA ENERGY
Stay warm with heated seats, steering
wheel and windscreen and tune in with
7" touchscreen and digital radio, comfort
and technology in one elegant package.

£149
INITIAL
RENTAL

£149
AMONTH

Dudley Motor Company
Dudley 01384 454100

T Wall Garages
Kingswinford 01384 288333

Stourbridge Motor House
Stourbridge 01384 447970

Halesowen Motor House
Halesowen 0121 503 0001
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Good looking with sporty tweaks
The Vauxhall Insignia GSi brings us right 
back to the days when the roads weren’t 
crowded with cars, the motorways weren’t 
constantly at a standstill and driving still 
had an element of fun. 

With improved rigidity and much lighter 
than the previous holder of the ‘performance’ 
rosette, the Insignia VXR*, this new model 
handles brilliantly, whether on the track or the 
open road – remember them?

It is available either as a Grand Sport 
hatchback or a Sports Tourer estate. Both are 
good looking, with aerodynamic styling; the 
added sporty tweaks and twirls and serious 
re-engineering have combined to make 
this a driving experience which balances 
performance and comfort – flattering some 
and stretching others.

Styling cues include GSi front and rear body 
styling and side sills with a large rear spoiler, 
20-inch alloys and tinted rear windows.

The chassis has been lowered by 10mm 
as compared to the standard Insignia, while 
special springs, dampers, tyres, wheel hubs, 
stabilizer bar, Brembo brakes and drive shafts 
have all been added with performance in 
mind. In addition, Vauxhall has tweaked its 
FlexRide chassis specially for the GSi so that 
steering response, suspension damping and 
the torque-vectoring all-wheel drive system 
can be adjusted by selecting Normal, Tour or 
Sport.

For those for whom speed is an essential 
element, there is an ESC Competitive mode 
which is engaged by double-pressing the 
ESC button, allowing confident drivers to 

‘achieve maximum cornering speeds on 
a circuit. It allows for greater slip angles to 
match a more aggressive driving style.’ 

Engine choices are very straightforward – 
2.0litre turbo petrol or 2.0litre bi-turbo diesel.  
The latter 210ps unit produces 480 Nm of 
torque at 1,500 rpm and has a top speed of 
145mph. 

For those who like the techie stuff, during 
normal driving the engine is in two-stage 
mode so there is super sharp throttle 
response. At high speeds, it switches over 
to single-stage for maximum airflow and 
efficiency. The petrol unit is no slouch either, 
packing as it does 260ps/400Nm of torque 
with a top speed red lining at 155mph.

Both are married to a super smooth 
eight-speed automatic transmission with 
parameters tweaked for optimum shift points, 
with paddles included as standard.

Expect an average 40.4mpg from the diesel 
and 32.8mpg from the petrol.

Inside, the sporty intentions are evident 
from the moment the door is opened – metal 
pedals, heated flat bottomed steering wheel 
and specially designed leather sports seats. 
These at first look and feel as if they are 
gripping in all the wrong places. 

Two hours later, after a drive encompassing 
a mixture of highway, byways and motorways, 
you’ll emerge and realise they were a perfect 
fit. 

On the road the GSi proved pacey and 

precise, with stunningly solid road holding, 
and unwavering composure.

Prices start at £32,975 for the Grand Sport 
and £34,475 for the Sports Tourer which 
includes a very decent amount of kit as well 
as that brilliantly balanced, dynamic driving 
experience.

Standard spec includes an excellent head-
up display, navigation, leather sport seats, 
heated front and outer seats plus drive and 
passenger massage facility. 

Optional extras worth considering are                                                                                                                       
the sunroofs (£705 for the Grand Sport and 
£960 for the Sport Tourer), the rear-view 
camera at £350, and the wireless charger at 
£160.

* The introduction of GSi does not signal the 
end of VXR, says Vauxhall, adding: “The VXR 
is a “hardcore” sports car, one that is ready 
for weekend outings on a race track. We are 
continuing to evaluate what future VXR models 
might be like.”

Styling cues include GSi front and rear body styling and side sills

There are tinted rear windows

ROAD TEST

By Carmel Stewart



55 MG ZST 1600 Met Grey, Full Body Kit, Alloys,
1/2 Leather, PAS, AC, EW, Facelift ........ £2999

54 MG ZT 1.8T 120BHP Met Black, 1/2 Leather,
Alloys, PAS, EW, AC, Facelift ................. £2499

54 MG ZR 1.4 3-dr. Met Grey, Alloys, 1/2 Leather,
PAS, EW, AC, Facelift ............................. £2299

55 CHEVROLET LACCETTI SX 1.6cc Met Silver,
Alloys, PAS, EW, AC................................ £2299

55 VAUXHALL VECTRA LIFE CDTi 120bhp Met
Grey, Diesel, Alloys, PAS, EW, EM.......... £3499

03 MGTF Met Grey, Alloys, PAS, EW,
EM, CD .................................................... £2499

07 FIAT PUNTO ACTIVE 1.2cc Met Blue,Alloys,
PS, EW, EM, CD...................................... £3699

06 CHEVROLET TACUMA CDX 2.0cc PLUS
Auto. Met Silver, Alloys, PAS, EW........... £2699

55 RENAULT CLIO DYNAMIQUE 1.2cc 16v 3-dr.
Met Silver, Alloys, PAS, EW, EM ............. £2999

55 RENAULT MEGANE EXPRESSION VVT 1.6cc
16v Met Grey, PAS, EW, EM, AC, CD ..... £2999

52 VAUXHALL CORSA CLUB 12v 1.0cc 3-dr.
Met Silver, EW, PAS, CD Player .............. £2299

53 RENAULT SCENIC AUTHENTIQUE 16v 1.4cc
Met Green, PAS, EW, EM........................ £2499

55 VAUXHALL ASTRA LIFE TWINPORT 1.6cc
Met Grey, PAS, EW, EM, AC, CD............ £3699

05 RENAULT LAGUNA DYNAMIQUE DCi 1.9cc
120bhp Met Blue, Alloys, PAS, EW, EM.. £2699

04 VAUXHALL ASTRA SXi TWINPORT 1.6cc
Met Grey, Alloys, PAS, EW, DM, AC ....... £3799

04 JAGUAR X TYPE V6 2.5cc Auto AWD. Met
Green, Alloys, PAS, EW, EM, AC ............ £3299

02 BMW 318 TiSE COMPACT 2.0cc Met Silver,
Alloys, PAS, EW, EM, AC ........................ £2999

05 VAUXHALL VECTRA LS 16v 1.8cc Met Gold,
PAS, EW, EM, CD.................................... £2499

55 FORD MONDEO 2.0 TDCi LX Met Silver, PAS,
EW, EM, AC............................................. £2999

Powke Lane, Rowley Regis, B65 0AH
0121 561 5588

OPEN 7 DAYS
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

07 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 DESIGN 3-door. Met Grey, 1/2
leather, PAS, Alloys. Look....................................£2999

05 FORD KA CONVERTIBLE Silver, Full Leather, PAS, EW,
Alloys .................................................................£1799

56 RENAULT SCENIC 1.6 DYNAMIC Alloys, PAS, EW, AC,
CD. Only .............................................................£2499

07 RENAULT MEGANE 1.6 DYNAMIC Full Power Roof, CD,
EW, AC, Alloys.....................................................£2699

05 FORD FOCUS 1.6 TDCi GHIA 5-door. Silver, PAS, EW,
AC, Alloys ...........................................................£2499

54 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.8 LIFE Met Grey, 7 seats, PAS,
EW, CD, AC .........................................................£1999

02 TOYOTA CELICA 1.8 190 BHP Gold, Full Leather, Alloys,
PAS, Sunroof ......................................................£2199

54 PEUGEOT 407 HDi Est Silver, Roofbars, PAS, Alloys, AC,
CD......................................................................£2499

07 MAZDA 5 1.8 7 Seats, Met Blue, AC, EW, PAS,
CD, only .............................................................£3499

06 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 SXi 5-door. Black, PAS, EW, AC,
CD, Alloys...........................................................£2499

04 SUZUKI GROWL VITARA 1.6 SE Red over Silver, PAS,
EW, AC ...............................................................£2699

58 CITROEN C4 1.6SX 5-door. Met Grey, Alloys, PAS, EW,
CD, AC................................................................£2999

06 KIA SEDONA 2.9 LE DIESEL Silver, Alloys, PAS, EW, AC,
7 Seats ..............................................................£2999

07 RENAULT CLIO 1.2 RIPCURL 3-door. Silver, PAS, AC,
CD, Alloys...........................................................£2999

54 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6 LIFE Silver, PAS, EW, AC, CD, 7
Seats .................................................................£1999

05 KIA SEDONA 2.9 SE Silver, Full Leather, DVDs, PAS,
Alloys, 7 Seats....................................................£2999

55 MINI COOPER Met Black, 1/2 Leather, Alloys, PAS, EW,
AC, only..............................................................£3999

08 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SXi Grey, Full Body Kit, Alloys,
AC, CD, PAS........................................................£4299

Powke Lane, Rowley Regis, B65 0AH
0121 561 5588

OPEN 7 DAYS
Debit and Credit Card Welcome Warranty PX Welcome

60 CHEVROLET SPARK 1.2 5 Door, White,
Full Body Kit, Alloys, PAS, EW, CD, 
Air Conditioning ........................................ £2999

07 FORD FIESTA 1.4 TDCi Style 5 Door, Blue, 
Power Steering, Elec Windows, CD Player, 
Air Conditioning ........................................ £2299

07 FORD FOCUS 1.6 LX  5 Door, Met Silver, Air 
Conditioning, Elec Windows, Power Steering, 
CD Player .................................................. £2199

10 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 Verve 5 Door, Silver, Alloy 
Wheels, Power Steering, Elec Windows, Air 
Conditioning ............................................. £2999

07 RENAULT SCENIC 1.5 DCi Met Gold, 
5 Door, Alloy Wheels, Power Steering, 
Air Conditioning, CD ................................. £1999

08 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA, 1.9 Diesel, Breeze,
 7 Seats, Met Grey, Power Steering, 
Elec Windows, CD Player, Air Con ........... £2999

56 SUZUKI VITARA 1.6 3 Door, Facelift, 
Met Grey, Power Steering, Air Conditioning, 
Elec Windows ........................................... £2999

07 DODGE CALIBER 1.8 SE 5 Door, Met Red, 
CD Player, Power Steering, Electric 
Windows, Air Conditioning ....................... £1999

57 FORD FOCUS 1.8 TDCi ZETEC EST
Met Black, Alloys, Power Steering, 
Air Conditioning, Elec Windows ............... £2699

08 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 5 Door, Silver, 
Power Steering, Elec Windows, 
CD Player, Air Conditioning .......................£2799

59 FORD MONDEO ZETEC 2.0 TDCi Met Blue, 
Alloys, Power Steering, Elec Windows, Air 
Conditioning, CD player ............................£3499

56 TOYOTA YARIS 1.0 T2 3 Door, 
Met Silver, CD Player, Power Steering, 
Elec Windows ............................................£2299

FOR FULL DETAILS AND PHOTOS
VIEW ALL OUR VEHICLES ON

www.britanniamotor.co.uk
Powke Lane, Rowley Regis B65 0AH

0121 561 5588
Debit and credit cards accepted
CARS WANTED FOR CASH
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Century-old Italian marque looks as if 
it’s back in race in this exclusive market

Peugeot 3008 SUV scoops gold
The Peugeot 3008 SUV has added to its 
collection of accolades and scooped 
gold in the ‘Car of the Year’ and 
‘Mid-Size SUV’ categories in the Auto 
Express 16th Driver Power survey.

Driver Power is the UK’s largest and most 
in-depth automotive customer satisfaction 
survey, with participation from more 
than 80,000 UK car owners. The owners 
ranked the Peugeot 3008 SUV as the 
best performing Mid-Size SUV in five of 
the nine Driver Power judging categories: 
Exterior; Practicality & Boot Space; Ride & 
Handling; Safety Features and Reliability & 
Build Quality.

The victory did not stop there as the 3008 
SUV was rated as the best vehicle in the 
‘Exterior’ category and the ‘Safety Feature’ 
category, across all of the vehicle classes.

Since it launched in late 2016, the 
3008 SUV has been a huge success 
for the Peugeot brand, with 350,000 
sold worldwide and 23,000 in the UK. It 
demonstrates the latest technology with 
the state of the art Peugeot i-Cockpit®, 
which offers a more intuitive and engaging 
driving experience with a compact 
multi-function steering wheel, 12.3” 
head-up digital instrument display and 
8.0” capacitive touchscreen with Mirror 

Screen® functionality, comprising: 
Android Auto, Apple CarPlay™ and Mirror 
Link®.

In addition, the Peugeot 3008 SUV has 
a five star NCAP safety rating and offers 
a host of safety features as standard 
on all trim levels, including: AEBS – 
Automatic Emergency Braking System, 
CDS – Dynamic Stability Control and ASR  
Electronic Anti-skid System and a Driver 
Attention Alert System.

Steve Fowler, editor-in-chief of Auto 
Express and Carbuyer said: “This is 
a fantastic result for Peugeot and the 
3008 SUV. It’s a car that has already 
won multiple awards from both Auto 
Express and Carbuyer, and now owners 
have confirmed what we’ve been saying 
all along – it’s a great car that’s really 
satisfying to own.”

Wesley Lang, senior research manager 
at Driver Power, said: “The 3008’s 
performance proves that SUVs can excel 
in many judging categories long thought to 
be the domain of smaller vehicles. What is 
especially notable is that overall the 3008 
SUV ranks third in Ride & Handling and 
fifth in Reliability & Build Quality across all 
ranked vehicles.”

David Peel, managing director at 

Peugeot UK, said: “It is an outstanding 
achievement for the Peugeot 3008 SUV 
to have won gold in the Car of the Year 
and Mid-Size SUV categories in the UK’s 
largest car satisfaction survey. With the 
addition of these two accolades, the 
Peugeot 3008 SUV has now won an 
incredible 45 awards globally since launch.

“In a segment with fierce competition, 

these accolades are especially meaningful 
as they are decided by our valued 
customers and are a real testament to the 
hard work and innovation of our talented 
teams of designers and engineers. I’d like 
to thank Auto Express and the entire Driver 
Power team for their support and hard 
work in bringing such a valuable survey to 
the industry.”

Shoddy roads leave 
85% of drivers in 
fear of their safety
The dire state of British roads has led to some 85% 
of drivers fearing for the safety of themselves and 
other road users, according to new research from 
AA Cars, the AA’s used car website.

The AA-Populus poll, which surveyed over 21,000 
drivers, found that 92% of British drivers are concerned 
about potential damage to their vehicle as a result of 
poor road conditions. In fact, this very problem has led 
to more than half (52%) of drivers – or almost 17 million 
motorists – experiencing vehicle damage.

Besides safety and financial considerations, Brits are 
also worried about the impact the roads have on their 
day-to-day lives, with three quarters (75%) of drivers 
becoming increasingly concerned about higher levels 
of traffic leading to longer journey times. The dismal 
state of British roads means that 4.6 million drivers are 
reluctant to use their cars for local journeys, while a 
further 3.7 million avoid longer car journeys because 
of this.

This is an issue that seems to be a particular problem 
in the UK; when thinking about the state of British 
roads in comparison to our European neighbours, 
almost half (46%) of drivers agreed that road 
conditions are generally better in mainland Europe 
than on home soil in the UK.

The issues with Britain’s road network mean that 
almost three quarters (72%) of drivers are concerned 
that their car tax isn’t being used appropriately.

This news comes just weeks after the Asphalt 
Industry Alliance (AIA)’s ALARM survey warned that 
more than 24,400 miles of road have been identified as 
needing essential maintenance in the next year.

Simon Benson, director of motoring services at AA 
Cars, says: “With many local councils lacking the funds 
to adequately repair roads, the country’s highway 
system is deteriorating – which in turn puts drivers 
at risk and makes pothole-related damage to cars 
increasingly likely.”

We hear a lot about crossovers in today’s car market, 
but usually that refers to a combination of estate car 
and SUV.

Maserati’s big Quattroporte (simply, and slightly 
unimaginatively ‘Four Door’  is the legendary Italian 
marque’s cross between a luxury limousine and a sports 
saloon – not always a niche product that’s done well. 

The latest Quattroporte – the sixth generation of the car, 
first launched soon after its two-door couple and cabrio 
models – does the job rather well.

It looks low, sleek and sporty, but inside it is luxuriously 
equipped and with space to rival long wheelbase versions 
of celebrity express models such as the Audi A8 and the 
Jaguar XJ.

With powerful petrol or diesel engines and multiple 
driving modes the driver can swap between cossetting 
suspension even on the low (45 profile) tyres or an 
altogether more dynamic drive at the touch of a button. 

Technology
All versions are highly specified, with the latest 

technology, lashings of soft leather and (on flagship 
versions) a bespoke silk interior with polished wood 
inserts. 

Prices range from £71,530 the V6 diesel to £118,525 for 
the 3.8 litre, V8 GranSport GTS.

The test car was a 3.0 litre V6 diesel version, with 
275bhp but perhaps more important for a car of this 
nature – a hefty 600 Nm of torque from just 2,000rpm, 
which wafts the car along with effortless ease. 

It does the 0 to 62mph sprint in 6.5 seconds 
seamlessly, thanks to the slick eight-speed ZF automatic 
transmission. The two top ratios are pitched for motorway 
economy, allowing official (laboratory test) average fuel 
and CO2 figures of 45.6mpg and 163g/km respectively. 

The driver mode buttons affect steering, throttle and 
gear response, so you canselect the most economic 
setting around town or in traffic and switch to sport (with 
its Skyhook suspension stiffening noticeably) when you 
hit the open road. 

The electric power steering, fitted for the first time, has 
allowed the addition of the multiple driving modes and yet 
provides the sort of driver feedback enthusiasts expect. 

The Quattroporte has the unmistakable feel of a 
powerful rear wheel drive car, but with an array of 
electronic safety systems to keep you safe and on line 
when the whether turns bad – amply illustrated in the 
monsoon-like conditions of my test drive.

Just as its sleek lines disguise its true dimensions, the 
steering, chassis and suspension means it is light and 
pleasingly agile on twisting roads, It doesn’t disappoint.

It’s not only the body which has changed in this 
latest Quattroporte (styling tweaks have also improved 

aerodynamics), it also benefits from a new platform, 
retaining the  ideal 50/50 front to rear weight balance 
which is another key factor in its agility. 

New adaptive LED headlights complete facelift, while 
under the skin Maserati has upgraded the safety and 
driver assistance systems, with features such as the 
‘integrated vehicle control’ developed by Bosch – an 
advanced version of the typical electronic stability 
programme designed to prevent potential loss of control, 
rather than correct it afterwards.

Other features include traffic sign recognition, lane keep 
assist and blind spot warning.

The cabin’s trim is lavish, with quality leather and 
metallic materials and space to spare – the rear seat 
easily accommodates three adults with ample legroom to 
stretch out in limousine style. 

The dash is minimalist, its dominant feature being 
a large, high resolution touch screen for navigation, 
the premium audio and full smartphone connectivity 
systems. A rotary knob on the centre console offers a 
secondary, intuitive control for the many systems. 

There are two versions of the Quattroporte’s V6 petrol 
engine with either 350 or 430bhp – or you could opt for 
the 530bhp V8 which sprints to 62mph in a supercar-like 
4.7 seconds. 

The price of extra power is, as always, lower fuel 
economy and higher emissions – 26.4mpg and 250g/
km for CO2 for the Ferrai-derived V8 – but in this rarefied 
area of the market, that may not deter too many well-
heeled buyers who can afford £118,000 for a full five seat 
supercar. 

The previous Quattroporte was Maserati’s biggest 
seller, so this significantly improved 2018 model with its 
combination of sporting looks and performance with 
executive style space and luxury should be a winner for 
the company. 

Add to that its upgraded Ghibli and new Lavante SUV, 
the century-old Italian marque linked to some of the 
greatest drivers in history such as Fangio and Moss looks 
as if its back in the race in this exclusive market.

By John Griffiths

A combination of sporting looks and performance with executive style, space and luxury should be a winner 

The cabin’s trim is lavish, with quality leather 



A LACK of Government funding for bas-
ketball across the UK is nearing critical 
levels.

That’s according to Clive Allen, who enjoyed 
a stellar two-decade career in the British Bas-
ketball League (BBL), and is now one of the 
most prominent coaches in the Black Country.

Basketball, although an American import, is now 
the second most played team sport in the country – 
only behind football.

The game is played on the streets, on courts in 
parks and at sports centre across the country, par-
ticular in urban areas.

Dudley-born Allen, who played for the now defunct 
Birmingham Bullets for 15 years, winning two cham-
pionship titles, is now head coach of the basketball 
section at Sporting Club Albion, which in turn forms 
part of the Albion Foundation.

With a rich background in playing and coaching in 
the game, he has been in prime position to see how 
lack of funding has affected the sport he loves.

Thousands
“We have never really got a lot of funding from the 

Government, especially when compared with foot-
ball,” said Allen, whose funding for his team comes di-
rectly from the West Bromwich Albion Football Club.

“It becomes so relevant from my position where I 
can see all the money flowing in – football gets thou-
sands and we get nothing.

“All my team funding comes through West Brom 
and the basketball players themselves.”

Sports Minister Tracey Crouch recently said she 
held ‘positive and constructive’ talks with British bas-
ketball representatives about concerns over funding.

The meeting followed criticism the sport received 
nothing from UK Sport and warnings the national 
teams were close to folding.

UK Sport basis its funding on medal prospects and 
Allen said basketball found itself in a ‘chicken and 
egg’ situation. 

“We don’t get any money because of the medal 
prospects but we won’t win medals without any fund-
ing,” he said.

“There are so many people participating in basket-
ball with clubs all over the country but it desperately 
needs more funding. Money is only going to the sports 
that are performing well but we are never going to do 
well in the Olympics without any money.

“We have some good players now mainly playing in 
the US and even in the NBA but England and Great 
Britain cannot afford the insurance needed to bring 
them back to play from their clubs for the country.”

Britain’s finest export is arguably Luol Deng, who 
now plays for the LA Lakers in the NBA.

He helped Team GB reach the London Olympics 
but now the national side cannot afford to cover his 
insurance and get him to play.

“We want the best players playing over here but 
we’re not getting the money to do it,” said Allen, 
whose daughter Dominique was part of the Team 
England side that won silver for basketball in the 
Commonwealth Games in Australia.

“If we could get all our best players back we would 
have a strong squad.

“Basketball is still a growing sport and there are so 
many kids taking part all over the country.

“And, no disrespect to other sports, but you also see 
how much is pumped into the likes of netball and it’s 
very frustrating. Why can’t we at least get some of it?

“When I’m running a session it costs about £50 to 
hire the court out for about an hour so then you’re 
having to charge the kids £4 to £5 for the session.”

The West Brom basketball teams have expanded 
from two to 12 since Allen took over in 2009, cover-

ing U14s up to the men’s, which are now linked with 
Dudley College, Sandwell College and Wolverhamp-
ton University.

Allen said the lack of BBL teams in the West Mid-
lands area – with Leicester Riders and Worcester 
Wolves currently the nearest clubs to the Black Coun-
try and Birmingham – was affecting funding and the 
direction of the sport locally.

The Bullets folded in 2006 as did the Birmingham 
Panthers and Birmingham Knights franchises soon 
after.

“Birmingham hasn’t had its own team now for 
more well over five years so when you’re trying to 
promote basketball in schools, colleges and universi-
ties it gets more difficult when there’s no support or 
path for them to follow,” he said.

“A football camp can get anything up to 300 kids 
coming along but we’ll be lucky to get 50. The football 
fans can meet the players and tour the stadium.

“The closest we have are Worcester Wolves or 
Leicester Riders.

Rockets
“The BBL Cup final is held at Arena Birmingham, 

which is something for the city, but none of the teams 
who make the finals are going to be local to the area.

“It’s vital we get a team back up and running again 
to represent and support the Black Country and Bir-
mingham.”

Allen, who won five England caps, said the best op-
tion for the region appeared to be the City of Birming-
ham Rockets Basketball Club.

The potential relaunch has also received backing of 
former NBA star Hakeem Olajuwon, renowned as one 
of the finest ever players to grace the game.

Allen said: “His daughter goes to university in Bir-
mingham and he bought a property over here and is 
interested in supporting the move.

“The team could be called the Birmingham Rock-
ets in recognition of his time playing for the Houston 
Rockets in the NBA. It’s early days but that seems to 
be the most promising option at present.”

For further information about Allen’s coaching 
programmes, call 07702 369606 or email clive.allen@
albionfoundation.co.uk

We can bounce back, but 
only with funding – Allen

On the ball – coaching expert Clive

Dudley-born Clive seen during his playing days 

Backing efforts – ex-NBA star Hakeem OlajuwonClive’s basketball daughter Dominique celebrates winning silver for England in Australia

SPORTING FEATURE
By James Driver-Fisher

‘We don’t get any money 
because of the medal pros-
pects but we won’t win med-
als without any funding’

COOMBS WOOD have completed a stunning WCB North Division Indoor 
Cricket League season by being crowned champions.

The newcomers snatched the title in dramatic fashion, topping the table 
on batting average only after finishing level on points with runners-up Old-
swinford and Stourbridge. A tense final round of games saw Coombs Wood 
overcome Enville.

Tom Bingham, Greg Tomkins and Jono Howells all scored 25 for Enville 
as they posted 103-3. Dan Jones (25) and Carl Whyte (19) then led Coombs 
Wood’s victory charge. And their title success was confirmed when Stour-
bridge, leaders for a number of weeks, lost to national champions Hagley 
in their final game.

Stourbridge made 93-4 thanks to 33 Ali Rashid and 22 from Mikesh 
Jivan-Patel. But an unbeaten 37 from Lee Nightingale saw Hagley home in 
the final over. Coombs Wood now play in the county final night in Worces-
ter for the right to enter the national championship next year.

M&B CHESLYN HAY have seen three bowlers called up for Staffordshire’s 
Midland Alliance competition.

Jack Hill, Jamie Webb and Reece Farr will be hoping to help Staffs taste 
success in the event after landing a place in the 10-man squad.

The event, often referred to as the County B tournament, takes place on 
Sunday, in Doncaster, South Yorkshire where the Staffordshire team will 
compete against sides from Derbyshire, the Potteries, Warwick & Worces-
ter, North Midlands & South Yorkshire.

Bill Staite, county team manager said: “Since I became manager in 2016, 
three players from the 2016 alliance squad and five from the 2017 group, 
have all successfully progressed to represent the full county side.”

The full squad is as follows: Jack Hill, Jamie Webb, Reece Farr (all M&B 
Cheslyn Hay), James Duce, Rob Perry ( Penn), Stuart Gittings, Daniel 
Statham (Stile), Shelton Orpe (Chadsmoor), Ross Edwards and Dan Bodley 
(Willenhall Nordley).

THE Premier League said more evidence is needed before safe-standing 
can be introduced at top flight games. In a statement, league chiefs said 
research showed a clear majority of fans want the option of being able to 
stand during a game but only one in 20 wants to stand for the whole game.

The research, conducted by polling firm Populus over the last 16 months, 
was discussed by club chiefs at the Premier League shareholders’ meeting 
in London. Last week it emerged that sports minister Tracey Crouch re-
jected a request from Albion to install 3,600 rail seats at The Hawthorns.

She later said she was “not convinced” of the arguments for repealing the 
all-seater rule, believing only a “vocal minority” want to stand and clubs 
should use existing legislation to force fans who persistently stand to sit 
down. This prompted an angry response from the English Football League, 
the Football Supporters’ Federation (FSF), West Brom’s safety officer and 
fans across the country, with an online petition for safe standing on the 
government’s website attracting almost 65,000 supporters in a week.

More evidence call
over fans’ standing

Village bowls trio
called up for county

New boys Wood edge
to indoor game glory

With Jamie Bunch, of the Albion Foundation
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French connection comes out on top in match
Wednesbury U16 5 Bal U16 29

ON Sunday Wednesbury under 16 including 
players from Old Saltlians and DK enter-
tained a French touring side. The Wednes-
bury team, like a lot of local rugby clubs find 
it difficult to field enough players of their own 
in the junior teams so regularly collaborate. 

The French team consisted of young play-
ers from three towns, Laloubere, Semeac and 
Aureilhan. The game was organised with the 
backing of the Staffordshire RFU. 

A lot of work has gone on by all clubs con-
cerned in organising this game, the French 
stayed in Birmingham and returned to France 

WHEN Mohamed Salah lifted 
the ball over Ben Foster with 18 
minutes to go, it felt like game 
over.

But this Albion team has a new-found 
resilience under Darren Moore, an in-
nate belief in itself rarely seen this sea-
son.

They stunned Liverpool in exactly the same 
way countless others have stunned the Baggies.

Conceding late goals has been the story of their 
campaign, but on Saturday, this team flipped that 
trait on its head.

It is an example of the fight, the desire and the 
confidence Moore has instilled into this group 
over the past three weeks.

Nobody epitomised that more, perhaps, than 
Matt Phillips – a confidence player who has 
struggled to reach the heights of last season, on 
Saturday he was sparkling, dancing in and out of 
Liverpool players. He was the Phillips of old and 
it was exciting to see.

The frustration is that Albion have just picked 
up four points against two top-three clubs and it’s 
going to have no bearing on their fate.

With each passing week, the decision to delay 
Alan Pardew’s exit looks worse and worse.

Hindsight is a wonderful thing, of course. 
There weren’t widespread calls for Moore to be 
put in charge eight weeks ago and few could have 
predicted an inexperienced coach would have had 
such a galvanising effect.

RUGBY

ALBION SHOW
MOORE VENOM

Sport
SPORTS DESK 01902 319531 CHRON.SPORT@EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO.UK

Salomon Rondon gets hit as Liverpool goalkeeper Loris Karius attempts to punch the ball clear

Moving to a back three when the existing sys-
tem had worked so well for him backfired almost 
immediately when Liverpool cut through the 
new-look defence like ribbons and doubled their 
lead.

But in fairness to Moore, it was part of a two-
pronged attack, and when Oliver Burke came on 
for Kieran Gibbs at left wing-back, the youngster 
gave Albion pace and penetration. Even if the two 
goals came from set pieces, Burke played his part 

in that final salvo. The question now is whether 
Moore sticks with Evans, who was booed by both 
the Liverpool fans and a large section of the 
home crowd too. The club captain seems to have 
become the lightning rod for abuse now Gareth 
Barry is out for the season.

Everyone will have their own opinions on a 
supporter’s right to boo, but it’s difficult to see 
what he’s supposed to have done since he last 
played for the club when he wasn’t jeered so 

heavily apart from pick up a knee injury in train-
ing. These are sideshows though to the real story. 
Three games unbeaten and pride restored, Moore 
has done what he was asked to do and some.

It probably won’t be enough to land him the 
top job – not that he’s expressed any desire for it 
– and nor should it be. Three games is not enough 
of a test. But what it has done is given the Albion 
fans he has such an affinity to some much-needed 
joy at the end of a dismal season.

on Monday. Both sides played attractive at-
tacking rugby, the French having the edge. 
The game was played in four 15 minute peri-
ods, the visitors played some excellent rugby, 
they were swift into the tackle broke at every 
opportunity with excellent passing skills.

The French ran out fairly comfortable win-
ners scoring five tries and two conversions too 
one try Wednesbury from Ethan Hyde. Final 
score Wednesbury 5 Bal 29.

This rounds off an excellent season for 

Wednesbury Rugby club. Last weekend their 
first team secured promotion to Midlands 3 
West North. 

This weekend their second team also se-
cured promotion beating top of the league 
Whittington by 21 points to 18. Wednesbury’s 
points coming from tries from Karl Wood, Lee 
Allwood and Olly Beard with conversions by 
Rob Dale and two from Simon Wallace.

Wednesbury is a very good club so if anyone 
would like to try rugby or even get back into 
the game from seven years of age to veterans 
please contact Gary Summers at Wednesbury 
Rugby Club on 07946 455020.

Darlaston in
close fought
final clash
DARLASTON concluded their 2017/18 
home programme with a 2-2 draw 
against Kington Town in an evenly con-
tested game.

The home side got off to a dream start 
in the opening 90 seconds when Tyrone 
Clarke O’Connell burst past Lucas Leech 
to send in a left wing cross which found 
Zuki Stanton to steal in at the back post 
with the opening goal from six yards.

The goal stunned the visitors into life 
and they were back on level terms in the 
5th minute when Sam Pearson pounced 
on a rebound off keeper Aaron Morris to 
score easily.

Clarke O’Connell was seeing a lot of 
the ball on the left flank, his speed and 
trickery giving full back Leech a torrid 
time. On three occasions his crosses 
failed by inches to find Leon Taylor and 
Sam Giles whilst keeper Tom Lewis 
made two good interceptions to thwart 
the danger.

The visitors made a strong start to the 
second half and went ahead in the 51st 
minute Sam Pearson again on target. 
The game reached boiling point min-
utes later when Richards shot over the 
bar but was caught late by Brian Dyer. 
Whilst Richards was on the ground it ap-
peared that Hughes was guilty of a stamp 
which Richards reacted to strongly. Dyer 
and Richards both picked up injuries and 
had to leave the field of play.

The home side were back on level 
terms in the 70th minute when Taylor 
and Charlton combined to set up Danny 
Mayne who angled his 10 yard shot be-
yond keeper Lewis.

Sidebottom is hit 
for Bears with 10 
Northants wickets
RYAN SIDEBOTTOM was the star of 
the show as Warwickshire fired out an 
early warning to the title rivals in Divi-
sion Two of the County Championship.

Sidebottom took 10 wickets in the to 
help fire the Bears to an innings-and-48-
run victory over Northamptonshire on 
the third afternoon at Wantage Road.

Sidebottom, after a career-best 6-35 in 
the first innings, added 4-61 second time 
around as the hosts fell for 218, and he 
was delighted to make his mark after 
missing the opening game of the season.

“It’s something that I’ll cherish for a 
long time,” said Sidebottom. 

“I was disappointed in the last game to 
do all the work through pre-season and 
to miss out at the last moment but I was 
grateful to get my chance here and I was 
pretty pleased how it worked out.

“Last season I got a taste of county 
cricket and I have a great opportunity 
to get stuck in. I’ve got the contract ex-
tension for next season so that’s off my 
mind and I can concentrate on helping 
get the club back in Division One.”

Chris Wright, Jetan Patel and Henry 
Brookes all bagged two wickets each.

Brummies
storm to an
easy victory
BIRMINGHAM stormed to a 57-33 Na-
tional Trophy victory at Stoke courtesy 
of a late flurry of maximums. While the 
Edwards Plumbing Brummies never 
trailed in the fixture, they rounded off 
the night with five successive 5-1s to se-
cure all four points on offer.

Club captain Mitchell Davey remains 
unbeaten in Birmingham colours after 
inflicting a full five ride maximum on 
his ex-employers, while vice skipper 
Tom Bacon settled for a paid maximum, 
tucking in behind Davey in Heats 13 and 
15 after winning his opening three.

But arguably the performance of the 
night came from 15-year-old Leon Flint 
who in his first ever competitive fixture, 
went unbeaten by an opponent on a sim-
ply wonderful night for the youngster.

Guest Jordan Jenkins contributed 
four solid second places while Callum 
Walker left Loomer Road on a high after 
taking the chequered flag in Heat 14.

Layne Cupitt also finished on a pos-
itive note with a paid win in Heat 11 
while inexperienced reserve Arran 
Butcher progressed in each of his three 
rides.

Team Manager Laurence Rogers was 
delighted with what he described as a 
classy performance. “This really is a tre-
mendous way to get our National Tro-
phy quest started,” he said.

“Every single one of them from 1-7 
can be proud of themselves tonight be-
cause they can all take some positives 
away with them. We’ve had three un-
beaten riders which is a marvellous 
achievement, particularly for Leon who 
probably scored more points than his 
dad Gary did in his entire Stoke career!”

The Chronicle, a Midland News 
Association Ltd publication, printed by 
the company at Ketley, Telford.
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Basketball’s Clive hopes 
sport can bounce back
See page 39

The line-up of teams for the under-16s clash


